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Summary:-
Interior Advertising on Hackney Carriages is currently limited to the base of the “pop up”
seats. Both taxi associations have requested that this policy be amended to allow media
screens to be fitted to the glazed partition in a purpose built taxi and into the headrests of a
other vehicles.

Options

1. To make no changes to the Council’s consolidated guidelines for advertising
on licensed Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles.

2. To amend the consolidated guidelines as outlined in the Officer’s
Recommendations.

3. To attach an additional condition to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Vehicle Licences as outlined in the Officer’s Recommendations..

4. To make any other changes the members feel appropriate.

Contact Officer: B J Sharrock Ext: 7027
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To the Chairman and Members of the Regulatory Panel on 2nd April 2008

CURRENT SITUATION

The consolidated guidelines in respect of advertising on Hackney Carriages and Private
Hire Vehicles were  brought into force in November 2000 and  amended in January 2004.

The only advertising that is allowed on the inside of licensed vehicles is on the “pop up”
seats in a purpose built Hackney Carriage (London Style Taxi).

A media company, iKabs, has approached both taxi associations with an offer to install
CCTV in their taxis if they have media screens installed. The revenue generated from the
advertising subsidises the installation of the CCTV.

The screens are fitted  behind the drivers head on the glazed partition in a London style
taxi (see photo in Appendix 1) and into the headrest of other vehicles.

Other companies offer similar products and future developments in new technology may
require the guidelines to be brought up to date.

PROPOSAL

1 That the consolidated guidelines are amended to allow media screens to be
installed to the inside of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles.

2 That the equipment should not be used to the annoyance of any passenger and
shall be switched off if requested.

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATIONS

That the consolidated guidelines for advertising on licensed Hackney Carriages and
Private Hire Vehicles be amended to read

3.2.1 FX4 or similar Hackney Carriages
• On the base of the lift up seats
• On media screens mounted on the glazed partition immediately behind

the driver’s head
3.2.2 All other licensed vehicles

• On media screen mounted in the front seat headrests
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8.2 No advertising material may be placed on the glazed passenger driver
partition except for a media screen mounted immediately behind the driver’s
head.

That an additional condition be attached to Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licences saying

23a If the vehicle is fitted with a media screen such appliance shall not be used to
cause annoyance to any passenger and shall be switched off if requested to
do so.

That an additional condition be attached to Private Hire Vehicle Licences saying

24a If the vehicle is fitted with a media screen such appliance shall not be used to
cause annoyance to any passenger and shall be switched off if requested to
do so

OPTIONS

5. To make no changes to the Council’s consolidated guidelines for advertising
on licensed Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles.

6. To amend the consolidated guidelines as outlined in the Officer’s
Recommendations.

7. To attach an additional condition to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Vehicle Licences as outlined in the Officer’s Recommendations..

8. To make any other changes the members feel appropriate.

Prepared by B J Sharrock
Licensing Officer
















