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Global warming leaves grass
cutters on the verge of a strike

THERE have been many
apocalyptic warnings
about the effects of global
warming.

But the problem has had a
more mundane impact on the
parks and verges of one city,

The grass {5 growing
more quickly, leaving
civic gardeners in Carlisle
poised Lo go on strike after
having their hours inereased
Lo cope,

Officials zald warmer and
wetter weather has led to a
?&lﬂfl&'tcr more growth than in

This has extended the
cutiing season, meaning
lawns and verges need
trimming 15 times a year
instead of 12,

New contracts compel the
gardeners to work a 44-hour
week during the spring and

aSE S5 DAICY MA

By Dan Parkinson

summer instead of their
traditional 37 hours a week.
But the staff are unhappy,
saying the updated wor
patterns arve forcing them o
walk up to five miles extra
every day with their mowers
to keep the grass trim.

Couneill gardener Mick
Walsh said yesterday: ‘It's
already affecting the work-
force, People are getting
tired, and irritable,

‘It's & hard job, In a typical
rdn?f, we walk many, many

es.

“The extra hours during
spring and summer would
add an extra five miles
walking to our day.

‘Two lads ftook early
retirement because of this.

‘They couldn't see them-

selves being able to walk 30
miles a day.’ The 34
gardeners will he able to
claim back the extra hours,
but only during the chillier
months when the grass stops
growing.

Carlisle’'s environment
director Mike Battersby
found mowing patterns set
up 15 years ago were out of
date,

According to his report
outlining the impaect of
climate change: *The grass
cutting season has been con-
siderably extended in recent
VEATS.

“The first cut is undertaken
in early to mid-March and the
final cut in November.

‘The rate of grass growth
in May, June and Seplember
has been higher in recent
years,'

Chriz Prior, head of horticul-

tural sciences at the Royal
Horticultural Society, backed
the council’s verdict.

He said higher levels of
carbon dioxide, needed by
plants to make nutrients,
could explain the faster
growth,

‘We will definitely see more
and more lawnmowers out
this summer,’ he said.

“You only have Lo look out of
the window to see grass Is
growing earlier each year It's
down to climate change.

‘The climate is warmer and
wetber s0 grass is thriving.

‘Generally speaking, if yvou
put the level of carbon
dioxide up, you get laster
growih because that's what
grass needs to grow.’

Grass growth - also
influenced by heat, moisture
and light - iz limited in winter
by the cold weather,
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