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Community Services

Talkin Tarn

The services we can offer local schools at Talkin Tarn Country Park have been boosted by the launch of two new initiatives in the last month.  The Numeracy Trail uses a series of 3-D objects, each with a numerical puzzle, to introduce children to number games to develop their skills for mathematics and science.  The Numeracy Trail is aimed at children at Key Stages 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum and has been designed in conjunction with local teachers to complement classroom work.

And to take the education services offered at Talkin Tarn to a completely new level we have produced and distributed a new Education Pack, which gives teachers and school administrators all the information they need when planning a visit.  It includes details of the new facilities at Talkin Tarn, housekeeping information, suggestions for study days and booking information.  The pack has again been designed with primary schools in mind, and the extensive range of environmental studies and activities included in the pack are all aimed to assist teachers with Key Stages 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum.  It has been 'tested' on a group of primary teachers and has received a very positive response.

Eden Bridge Garden

The small, classical garden at the Stanwix Bank end of Eden Bridge was designed by the famous Cumbrian landscape architects Thomas Mawson & Son, and opened by Mayor Eb Gray in December 1933.  In this, its 75th anniversary year, Green Spaces team has applied for a 'Your Heritage' grant of £50,000 from the National Lottery fund to repair and rejuvenate it.  This is the only public example of Mawson's work in Carlisle, and is a vitally important piece of the City's heritage.  It was built by unemployed labour at the height of the Great Depression and much of the material used to build the garden was recycled from local projects.  For example, much of the building stone came from the demolition of the old Town Gaol, and paving from the widening of Eden Bridge itself.  In 1933 the total cost of the project was £3,500!

The name Chinese Garden is not a true reflection of the designer's intention and has come about recently, possibly because of the rose pergolas or possibly the oriental shrubs, which have now become overgrown.  We will hear in September of our bid has been successful.
Belah Community Centre

Work on the refurbishment started on 2nd June 2008 and is progressing to programme.   

River Petteril Bank Protection

Design work has been completed and tenders for the work are due back in mid July.  Discussions are ongoing with Network Rail.

West Walls

We are in progress with a capital funded repair project at West Walls and getting a lot of positive comments from the public.   Also we have been allocated matched funding of £20k from English Heritage.   An information board is going to be put up at the site to inform the public.

Carlisle & Eden Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership

The Carlisle & Eden 'Best Bar None' scheme supported by the CDRP and working with the Late Night Entertainment Industry to establish a standard of excellence within the pubs, clubs and bars in both areas, has just ended its first year with an Awards Ceremony at Carlisle Racecourse on 20th May.  19 premises from Carlisle and 13 from Eden were accredited in the presence of the Mayor, representatives of the Licensing Committee and fellow members of the trade.

The newly introduced accreditation and awards scheme focuses on safety and customer care and is designed to raise standards in the licensed trade. The Carlisle and Eden scheme has been a great success and the intention is now to build on this and roll the scheme out to more venues across both districts during 2008/09. 

Renaissance Movement Strategy

The County Council's Area Transport Advisory Group (ATAG), along with Highways and Transport Working Group, met on the 1st of July to discuss the initial recommendations of the Renaissance Movement Strategy studies produced to date.

These include.

Improved pedestrian Links, Cycle and pedestrian routes, Bus Improvement Strategy and Car Parking Strategy.

It was agreed that a small group of the County Highways and Transport Working Group plus myself and one other City member should meet together with officers to consider in more detail the recommendations of the reports.  This would then be fed back, through the Highways and Transport Working Group, as subsequent recommendations for consideration by the Local Area Committee. 

Sport & Recreation
Go4it

This year’s programme has been organised and will provide a range of activities for children and young people aged five to 16.  A wide range of fun activities has been organised to attract local youngsters to take part in sport and physical activity during the summer holidays.  As well this year, the Sport & Recreation Team has created partnerships with eight local accredited sports clubs in order to create and deliver opportunities for youngsters to join a club and continue playing sport.

Raffles MUGA (Multi Use Games Area)  

5k funding towards the Raffles Muga site has been supported by the CDRP task group and been recommended to go to the funding panel for final approval. 

Mini Olympics

A mini Olympics event will be held at the Sheepmount Stadium on Wednesday, 13th August. The event will be held in partnership with local Community Centres who will enter teams of children and young people from surrounding communities.

Sport & Recreation Service

The Sport & Recreation service has recently achieved the highest increase in any two-year period of re-assessment in version 3 of Quest for Sports Development.  This is Sport England's quality assurance programme for Sports development and Facility Management and we have increased our score from 61% (registered status) in 2006 to 77% (highly commended) in 2008.  

Green Flag Awards

The Green Flag Awards are about to be announced and we are confident of improving on last year’s awards.
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