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The report provides an update on a range of waste issues currently being considered by both Authorities.
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It is recommended that the issues set out within this report are noted.
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1. This report provides a brief update on a range of waste related issues.

Joint Waste Group

2. This group continues to meet on a regular basis and is considered to be an effective forum to share ideas and issues, explore areas where joint working can be extended and monitor the existing joint working.   Subject to the views of this Committee it is recommended that this group continues.

County Strategic Waste Partnership

3. The Partnership continues and is beginning to develop into an effective forum although tangible outcomes to date have been frustratingly slow to take effect.

4. All 7 Councils have recently undergone an Audit Commission review to follow up on their work a year ago.   There are issues which individual Authorities will need to address and there is recognition that the County Council have started to make progress on their weaknesses.   A series of 6 recommendations are made within the review and the Partnership is developing an action plan to address these.   The Audit Commission will attend the Partnership meeting on 28 September to discuss their report.

5. In 2005/6 the seven Cumbrian Authorities received a Waste Performance and Efficiency Grant (WPEG) from DEFRA.   A series of “Quick Wins” have been identified aimed at reducing LATS fines and the County Council are likely to match fund District Council Grants in the current year.   In both 2006/7 and 2007/8 the overall level of national grant funding increases by a factor of approx. 2.5 from that allocated this year.   Work is ongoing within the Partnership to build on the joint working this year and pool the various budgets to address priorities in Cumbria for the next two years.

6. The deadline for receipt of offers from potential waste disposal partners by the County Council was the end of September.   There will be a period of evaluation of several months.   District Council Officers and the Partnership will be engaged in the evaluation process.

Waste Collection

7. A revision in the current waste collection arrangements within each Authority is essential, as are increased controls on the volumes of residual household waste collected.   There has been joint working in this area, which has included site visits to other Authorities.   Each Council will need to consider the most appropriate solution for their area, however ultimately there are benefits in striving for a common system across Cumbria.

8. In Carlisle the Council will hopefully agree a revised collection system in principle in November to enable detailed work to be undertaken for a final decision in summer 2006 and introduction in early 2007.

In Eden the timescale will be linked to the change in contractual delivery arrangement scheduled for April 2007.

At the present time the Council’s have a formal arrangement whereby Carlisle collects the Kerbside garden waste in Eden.   A decision will need to be made in the near future about any changes to this arrangement which may be required if alternative weekly collections are adopted.

The Director of Technical Services (Eden) and Head of Commercial & Technical Services (Carlisle) are working together to co-ordinate this work and explore a range of options for any future joint working.


Recommendations


It is recommended that the issues set out within this report are noted.   
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