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Summary:

A number of properties affected by the 2005 floods, have still not been refurbished and re-occupied.  They are currently receiving either Council tax exemptions (12 properties) or Council tax discount (2 properties).  Investigations have been carried out to try and assess when these properties will be re-occupied, but this has proved difficult due to absent owners

Questions for / input required from Scrutiny:

To note the position and make any comments.

To consider whether any further update reports are required.
Recommendations:
(i) That these properties continue to be monitored by Corporate Services colleagues to ascertain progress on refurbishment and re-occupation and (ii) that the owners be written to, indicating that the City Council is still prepared to offer advice and information.  

Contact Officer:
Allan Dickson


Ext:
7339

1.0 Introduction

1.1
A verbal report (COS. 56/07) was presented to Members of Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 29th March 2007 giving details of the properties currently still not occupied after the 2005 floods.

1.2 In this report, it was explained that Communities Re-united were monitoring the unoccupied properties, as part of their remit, and a request was made to them to provide an update on how matters were progressing.

1.3 Eventually, an update was received on 4th March 2007, but 21 of the 42 properties had no details assigned to them, indicating whether or not they had been re-occupied.  In order to try and validate this list of 42 properties, staff from the Housing Section visited the properties and found that the vast majority had been re-occupied; some had been renovated and sold; one did not exist and 2 were 1st floor flats.

2.0 Current Position

2.1
Of the properties receiving Council Tax exemptions/discounts, when these were inspected 2 had been completed and re-occupied; 7 had contractors in and were nearing completion; one was a first floor flat; one had not been started and 3 had much work still to do.

2.2 It has been extremely difficult to make contact with the owners of the properties, as they are all vacant.  Even having made discreet enquiries with neighbours, this has failed to shed much light on what might be happening with the properties.

2.3 From the information it has been possible to obtain in relation to the 14 properties receiving Council Tax Exemption/discount, 9 properties are either completed or nearing completion, and would appear not to need any further follow up, apart from Council tax colleagues investigating when they are completed.  Of the other 5, follow-up telephone calls and letters are currently being made / sent to the owners to ascertain progress.

2.4 Of the 42 properties, details of which were provided by Communities Re-United, 21        had no information against them, but on inspection, the vast majority had been re-occupied; some had been sold, and 2 had been unoccupied before the floods. One received a flood/renovation grant, as part of the assistance given to uninsured flood victims, and has since been re-occupied. 

2.5 The monitoring of these properties would be resource intensive and would require displacement of other priority work so has not been undertaken.  However the Housing Section will be passing on the information obtained during the most recent monitoring visit, to colleagues in Revenues and Benefits.

Recommendations:
(i) That these properties continue to be monitored by Corporate Services colleagues to ascertain progress on refurbishment and re-occupation and (ii) that the owners be written to, indicating that the City Council is still prepared to offer advice and information. 
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