

This is my first report as Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee which met on 22 June.

Environmental Improvements

Subject to approval by Full Council, the Portfolio Holder had recommended an additional £200,000 from the “Right To Buy” sales to supplement the £100,000 allocation for Environmental Improvements. Our Committee was asked to consider this before it goes back to the Executive on 3 July.  The initial allocation was intended to be used for back lanes, parking problems in residential areas and additional amenity lighting.

In response to Members’ questions, the Director of Community Services indicated that this could be used for larger schemes or simply a larger number.  We asked what opportunities were there for input from Ward Councillors.  The schemes and prioritisation is to be agreed by the Portfolio Holder in connection with the Director of Community Services. The views of Partner Agencies would be taken into account. Ward Councillors should contact the Directorate with any items in their ward and these would be taken into account. 

We see this as an opportunity for the Officers and Members to see what the issues are on the ground.  The priority list and work programme would be produced and the Councillors advised.  With such a substantial budget, it is our intention to review progress at a future IOSC meeting.

Concessionary Fares

The take up of this scheme, with a 35% increase in the take up of passes, is, significantly higher than predicted. This has implications for the funding of the scheme and loss of income from the car parks.

The Committee will be considering the Concessionary Fares Scheme in September when it is subject to the 5 month review agreed at Council.

Forward Plan/Reports

The Committee expressed its concern that some of the background reports relating to the Forward Plan are not available or are late.  Overview and Scrutiny Committees rely on the Forward Plan and supporting documentation in drawing up agendas and work programmes.

It was resolved that the Chief Executive be asked to ensure that Officers adhere to the timetable for submission of their reports.

Scrutiny of Outside Agencies.

Capita have only recently done a presentation to a County Council O+S meeting and Members had a copy of the very extensive report.  It was felt inappropriate under the circumstances to ask Capita to attend one of our meetings.  However, there is still concern about the difficulty in contacting officers at Capita, particularly on Highways issues and the confusion over split responsibility between City and County.  Although using the Hot Line should be the first option, Members would still like to have a contact. It is proposed to review this again later in the year to see if the implementation of the report has had any effect..

Task and Finish Group

The Director of Community Services reported on the outcome of the Group.  Issues were raised about Ground Maintenance and concern was expressed in some aspects of this, including the County Council and CHA. work is to start later this year on the City Council’s Ground Maintenance Programme and this is to come before the Committee.  The Director responded to the issues raised by the T+F Group. 

Best Value Performance Plan

The Head of Policy and Performance presented her report.  The Committee commended her on the way it was structured and the efforts made to present it in an easily understood form.  The Committee’s observations were directed towards developing this aspect further. 

As to the outcomes, there were concerns about the apparent deterioration in tourism against the  background of the Renaissance Initiative.  On the PI’s for Cremations, Household Waste and Energy it was felt that additional explanations for the figures was needed.  Whilst the introductory summary reporting “by exception” was welcome, some aspects of this as presented could be misleading or obscure examples where, despite apparent improvements, the performance remains below the national average. The Committee’s comments were forwarded to the Executive. 

Service Standards.

In response to a request from a Member, the Service Development Manager agreed to reintroduce the street lighting and damaged street furniture reports.  On lighting there can be some confusion over who is responsible for action, County or 

City.Abandoned Vehicles

An excellent and report was presented to the Committee covering all aspects of this subject The Service Development Manager explained that the service was not self financing at this time but he hoped it would become so with new initiatives coming on stream.

Members were pleased with the progress being made, but were disappointed that the Police had withdrawn from the pilot Car Clear Scheme.  It was resolved that the Service Development Manager be asked to invite a senior Police Officer to meet with the Committee on this issue.

Improving the Environmental Performance. of the Council.

The initial aim is to achieve the Bronze Award as a stepping stone to Silver and Gold by the end of 2008.  The Committee welcomed this initiative and proposed two amendments to the text to be passed on to the Executive.

Waste Minimisation 

The Committee acknowledged the effort that had gone into the development of the waste recycling schemes, and the involvement of Members of the Committee in the Focus Group, a good example of Member/Officer participation in a major project.  Everyone recognises that selling the concept of alternate weekly collection against a background of negative publicity in the press is one of the main issues we face.  Members have an important role to play here. 

The Committee was disappointed that the hours of the Civic Amenity Sites had only been extended by 2 hours.  They would also like to see a review of the way that business waste was collected once the household scheme was established.

Sustainability Working Group
.

The Committee were also disappointed that in view of the success of the Member involvement in the waste scheme, the Executive were not willing to recommend that a Member “champion” be assigned to this Group. The Chairman was asked to make representations to the Executive on this issue. 

Trevor Allison.

Chairman, Infrastructure Overview & Scrutiny Committee

6 July 2006
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