Agenda Item re – 4 Brunswick Street North, Carlisle

Introduction

This matter relates to unauthorised works to 4 Brunswick Street North, which is situated within the Portland Square/Chatsworth Square Conservation Area. 

Works to install a disabled ramp and a new stair entrance have been carried out without the benefit of planning permission. In addition a new internally illuminated sign has been erected, again without obtaining advertisement consent.

Disabled Ramp and new stair entrance - 04/0261

A retrospective application has been lodged to retain the disabled ramp and stair entrance. The Conservation Area Advisory Committee have commented on the proposal as follows; 

‘ This external ramp has a considerable adverse effect on the street scene of this part of the Conservation Area. An external stair lift would be more acceptable and have less of an impact on the street’

The Council will seek to ensure that any new development or alterations to existing buildings are in sympathy with the setting, scale, density and physical characteristics of Conservation Areas and protect important views into or out of such areas.

Negotiations with the applicant’s agent have not produced a more acceptable scheme and the proposal to retain the disabled ramp and new stair entrance is deemed unacceptable and has been refused under delegated powers for the following reason;

‘The proposed disabled access, by virtue of its modern appearance and external finishes used, detracts from the character and appearance of the Portland Square/Chatsworth Square Conservation Area and adversely affects the setting of the adjacent Grade 11 Listed Building. The proposal is therefore contrary to the objectives of Policy 26 of the Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan and Policies E35 and E43 of the Carlisle District Local Plan’ 

Erection of Internally Illuminated Signage – 04/0454

A retrospective application has been submitted to retain the new internally illuminated box sign, which has been erected above the main entrance door. Proposals for advertisements within Conservation Areas will be permitted providing that particular attention is given to the design, siting and illumination of the advertisements to ensure the preservation and enhancement of the special character and appearance of the area.

In this particular instance the Conservation Area Advisory Committee has have made the following comments;

‘ This internally illuminated box sign is inappropriate for this part of the Conservation Area and a more sympathetic approach should be considered with the help of the City Council’s published guidance. Solid lettering with the use of halo illumination would be more appropriate and discreet’

Negotiations with the applicant’s agent have not produced a more acceptable scheme and the application to retain the advertisement has been refused under delegated powers for the following reason:

The proposed sign, by virtue of its siting, design and means of illumination, detracts from the character and appearance of the Portland Square/Chatsworth Square Conservation Area and adversely affects the setting of the adjacent Grade II listed building. The proposal is therefore contrary to the objectives of Policy 26 of the Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan and Policies E35, E43 and criterion 1, 2 and 4 of Policy E47 of the Carlisle District Local Plan.

Recommendation 

It is recommended that members authorise officers to commence Enforcement action in respect of the unauthorised disabled ramp and new stair entrance.

It is also recommended that members authorise officers to commence legal action in the Magistrates Court in respect of the unauthorised internally illuminated signage.

