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Subject Matter

Pursuant to Minute EX.128/08 the Director of Community Services reported (CS.46/08) on the progress of the Kingmoor and Caldew Cycleway.  He informed Members that the report had been considered by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee at their meeting on 19 June 2008, and minutes were circulated with the report.  He reported that the Committee had been generally supportive of the proposals and raised a number of issues including future maintenance, additional funding sources and design details which would be discussed with Sustrans, the County Council and other interested parties.  

The Director reminded Members that Sustrans had provisionally allocated £950,000 towards the total cost of the cycleway of circa £3.4m and explained that the funding from Sustrans, in addition to the contributions in kind from the Environment Agency meant that funding of circa £1.2m remained to be found.  He reminded Members that Sustrans had expressed concerns in their recent meetings, which had since been clarified at a meeting with the Northern Director of Sustrans.  The Director reported that Sustrans’ required a Memorandum of Understanding to be signed with the City Council and the County Council by July 2008, setting out details of the programme to be delivered over the next 5 years.  He reported that this would enable the release of the funding from Sustrans.  The Director reported that Sustrans could seek to recover some of this funding if there were concerns about progress or funding, but that this was unlikely if best efforts had been made.

The Director further reported that the County Council and the City Council had been working jointly to develop a Movement Strategy for Carlisle, as part of Carlisle Renaissance.  The issue of improving cycle and pedestrian routes by setting up a comprehensive network of cycle routes in the City had been discussed in County Council meetings and subsequently the Local Committee on 6th June 2008.  He explained that the Kingmoor & Caldew cycleway was a vital link in this network.  He further advised Members that the Highways Working Group, at their meeting on 15 May 2008 had agreed that although best endeavours would be used to achieve any gap funding, the Councils would not accept any liability for grant payment.

The Director also highlighted a number of minor amendments to the route.  He added that Sustrans require that a Steering Group be formed to include senior council representatives and members of interest groups to ensure good public involvement.

The Portfolio Holder for Finance and Performance Management noted that the Executive had previously raised concerns with regard to the shortfall in funding and sought an assurance from Sustrans that the City Council would not become liable for the recovery of funding.

The Director of Community Services commented that the City Council had recently received a draft Memorandum of Agreement, and the issues relating to the funding would be dealt with as part of that Agreement.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive are mindful of the comments made by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 19 June 2008 and endorse the following actions.

(a)
Agree specifically to the core route and also to the wider potential links as shown on the plan referred to in Report CS.46/08 as the basis of the scheme to be delivered.

(b)
Note the initial estimated costs as set out in Appendix A of the above report.

(c)
Agree to the setting up of a Steering Group on the basis set out in the report to assist with progressing the project.

(d)
Agree to the signing of a memorandum of understanding with Sustrans which will set out the details of the scheme to be delivered, in conjunction with the Portfolio Holder and Head of Legal Services.

Reasons for Decision

This project has the potential to make a major contribution to the Carlisle Renaissance Movement Strategy and provides a network for cleaner and greener movement choices from the community.  Sustrans are under pressure from the Lottery fund to progress schemes and are therefore keen that the City Council and the County Council progress the Carlisle Scheme.







