INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 25 JANUARY 2007 AT 10.00 AM

PRESENT:
Councillor Allison (Chairman), Councillors Bainbridge, Dodd, Mrs Fisher, Miss Martlew, Ms Patrick, Mrs Rutherford and Stockdale 

IOS.001/07 
WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed two residents from the Rickergate area that were present at the meeting.
IOS.002/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest affecting the business to be transacted.

IOS.003/07
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings held on 26 October and 30 November 2006 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record of the meeting.

IOS.004/07
CALL IN OF DECISIONS

There were no matters which had been subject of call in.

IOS.005/07
FORWARD PLAN
(a)  Monitoring of Forward Plan items relevant to this Committee

The Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer, Dr Taylor, presented Report LDS.05/07 highlighting the Forward Plan (1 January 2007 to 30 April 2007) issues which fell within the ambit of the Committee.

RESOLVED –  That the Forward Plan (1 January 2007 to 30 April 2007) issues which fell within the ambit of the Committee be noted.

(b)  Changes to scheduling of Forward Plan items.

RESOLVED – That it be noted that the following items had been scheduled in a previous Forward Plan for consideration at this meeting but were not on the Agenda for the meeting:

KD.068/06 – Carlisle Renaissance – Development Framework and Movement Strategy – had been withdrawn in order that the matter be considered at a Special meeting of the Committee on 14 February 2007.

KD.061/06 – Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document and Sustainability Appraisal – a draft document had been prepared and consulted on.  Due to the large number of responses Officers were not in a position to report on this item.  This matter would be reported to the Committee in April 2007.

KD.062/06 – Dalston Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document – Development Control Officers had carried out a Conservation Area Appraisal,  the results from which had to be fed into the design statement.  This had delayed the process.  The matter would be reported to the Committee in April 2007.

IOS.006/07
WORK PROGRAMME

The Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer, Dr Taylor, submitted the Work Programme for the Committee for 2006/07, drawing Members’ attention to the Local Plan.  Dr Taylor stated that two meetings of the Committee would be necessary to deal with the Local Plan.

Following discussion it was agreed that the matter would be added to the agenda of the next scheduled meeting of the Committee on 8 March 2007 probably extending that meeting into an afternoon session.  It was also agreed that a special meeting be convened for Wednesday 28 March at 10.00am.

RESOLVED – 1) That the Local Plan be added to the next scheduled meeting of the Committee on 8 March 2007;

2) That a special meeting of the Committee be held on Wednesday 28 March 2007 commencing at 10.00am.

IOS.007/07
REFERENCES FROM THE EXECUTIVE

(a) Denton Holme and Longsowerby Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document
There was submitted Minute Excerpt EX.295/06 setting out the decision of the Executive on 18 December 2006 in response to the comments of this Committee regarding the Denton Holme and Longsowerby Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document.

The Executives decision was –

“That the amendments to the Denton Holme and Longsowerby Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document be supported and the Document be forwarded to the City Council for consideration for adoption.”

RESOLVED – That the Executive response be noted.

(b) Cumbria Local Area Ageement
There was submitted Minute Excerpt EX.302/06 setting out the decision of the Executive on 18 December 2006 in response to a reference from this Committee regarding the Cumbria Local Area Agreement.

The Executivesdecision was –

“1.
That the current position and timetable for processing the Agreement through to Ministerial sign off in February 2007 be noted.

2.
That the Executive agrees that the comments in the amended Annex B of the document in relation to the targets for the thematic areas be forwarded to the County Council's Cabinet.”

RESOLVED – That the Executive response be noted.

IOS.008/07
CARLISLE CADLEW/CITY CENTRE FLOOD DEFENCE PROJECT
The Head of Environmental Services (Mr L Tickner) submitted Report CS.08/07, which included Report CS.04/07 which had been considered by the Executive on 22 January 2007 (EX.012/07), informing Members of progress with the Flood Defence Scheme for the City, which is being led by the Environment Agency and is being delivered as two capital projects, namely:

(I)  The Eden/Petteril project currently under construction and which should substantially be in place by summer 2007

(ii)  The Caldew/City Centre project which is at the stage where the outline design has been completed.This would be a much more challenging project in engineering terms passing through a major urban area with the associated construction difficulties.  A Planning application had been submitted to the City Council.

In considering the report, Members made the following comments and observations:

(a) Members questioned the access members of the public had to the plans.  In response Mr Tickner stated that the plans are accessible through Planning Services because a planning application had been submitted.

(b) In response to Members’ questions Mr Tickner reported that there were a number of issues still outstanding in the report and discussions were taking place to resolve those issues.  Property Services were having discussions with the Environment Agency with regard to the land on which the defence works would be built.  The City Council was a major landowner and could consider providing the land as a contribution to the project.

(c) Members’ raised concerns over the lack of financial information in the report.  In response Mr Tickner stated that the financial implications were still being discussed but the City Council had made the Environment Agency aware that a financial contribution to the project would be difficult.

Dr Taylor highlighted the Executive minute (EX.012/07) from 22 January 2007 which had been tabled at the meeting.  He advised Members that the Executive had made the following decision regarding financial information.

“1.  The Executive agrees that, without prejudice to the planning process, the Council formally advises the Environment Agency of its support for the Caldew/City Centre flood defence project.

2.  That the Director of Community Services report to the Executive on 19 February 2007 providing detailed options for the provision of tangible support by the City Council, including financial implications and associated risks.”

(d) At the request of Members Mr Tickner outlined the impact on Council assets which the project would have, including the possibility of the Swifts driving range being moved to a new location or put onto a higher deck and the loss of some car parking space at Bousteads Grassing.  Discussions would still need to take place on the financial implications of those changes.

(e) A Member asked which other partners had been asked to consider contributions to the project.  Mr Tickner informed Members they were landowners, other businesses and possibly the County Council.

The Chairman invited the residents to make any comments on the flood defence issue.  They expressed some concerns about the security of areas in Rickergate in light of the flood defence plans.

RESOLVED – 1) That the Committee supports the Flood Defence Project

2) That the Committee requests the Director of Community Services to provide detailed options for the provision of tangible support by the City Council, including financial implications and associated risks to a future meeting of the Committee.

[The meeting ended at 11.35 am]

