CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY 4 MARCH 2003 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Toole), Councillors Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Ellis, Farmer, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Graham, Hodgson (B), Hodgson (G), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Mrs Southward, Stephenson, Mrs Styth, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.33/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Aldersey, Glover, Guest, King, McMillan, Ms Quilter, Stothard, Watson (A) and Ms Watson.

C.34/03
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 14 January 2003 were circulated.  

Pursuant to Minute C.3/03 Declarations of Interest.  Councillors L Fisher and Mrs Fisher indicated that they had not declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.105/02 - Performance Indicators Total Waste Collected.

RESOLVED – That subject to the amendment with regard to the Declarations of Interest by Councillors Fisher (L) and Mrs Fisher, the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 14 January 2003 be signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.35/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs Mallinson and Councillor Mallinson (J) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the following Minutes:

Minute CROS.3/03 – General Fund Revenue Budget Considerations 2003/04 to 2005/06 as they own property which was let to people in receipt of Housing Benefits.

Minute CROS.5/03 – Capital Programme 2003/04 as they own property which was let to people in receipt of Housing Benefits.

Minute CROS.14/03 – Resourcing Benefits Administration as they own property which was let to people in receipt of Housing Benefits and

Minute CROS.7/03 – Leisuretime Externalisation as Councillor Mallinson J was a Member of the Carlisle Leisure Ltd Board.

Councillor Bowditch declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to Agenda Item 10b Reports from the Executive as it referred to a grant to James Rennie School.  He indicated that his interest was by virtue of his employment.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute JMT.03/03 Payments Facilities by virtue of his employment.

C.36/03
COUNCIL TAX 2003/04

The Council gave consideration to the report of the Head of Revenues and Benefits (RB12/02) which had been circulated.  The Head of Revenues and Benefits reported that in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 the City Council had calculated its tax base, the City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Cumbria Police Authority had calculated their budget requirements for 2003/04 and the County Council had issued a precept upon the City Council in the sum of £28,712,997 and had set its basic Council Tax as £890.43p.  The Cumbria Police Authority had issued a precept upon the City Council in the sum of £4,214,847 and set its basic Council Tax as £130.71p.  

The Head of Revenues and Benefits further reported that the City Council was now required to calculate its own basic amount of Council Tax and the amount of tax in respect of different Parishes and the urban area having regard to the incidence of special items (Parish precepts) and as “Billing Authority” to set under Section 30 of the Act an overall amount of Council Tax by reference to the aggregate of its own tax and that set by the Cumbria County Council and the Cumbria Police Authority.  

It was moved by Councillor Mitchelson, seconded by Councillor Stevenson and 

RESOLVED - 

(1)
That it be noted that at its meeting on 4 March 2003 the City Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2003/04 in accordance with the regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:-

	a)  32,246.36 being the amount calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year

	

	b) Part of the Council's area


	
	
	
	

	Parish of:
	
	
	
	
	

	ARTHURET
	702.99
	
	
	
	

	ASKERTON
	50.23
	
	
	
	

	BEAUMONT
	170.98
	
	
	
	

	BEWCASTLE
	133.05
	
	
	
	

	BRAMPTON
	1,509.53
	
	
	
	

	BURGH BY SANDS
	440.95
	
	
	
	

	BURTHOLME
	80.76
	
	
	
	

	CARLATTON & CUMREW
	41.70
	
	
	
	

	CASTLE CARROCK
	114.89
	
	
	
	

	CUMMERSDALE
	156.89
	
	
	
	

	CUMWHITTON
	128.85
	
	
	
	

	DALSTON
	1,026.85
	
	
	
	

	DENTON NETHER
	105.92
	
	
	
	

	DENTON UPPER
	35.99
	
	
	
	

	FARLAM
	210.83
	
	
	
	

	GELTSDALE
	0.32
	
	
	
	

	HAYTON
	793.58
	
	
	
	

	HETHERSGILL
	132.29
	
	
	
	

	IRTHINGTON
	298.31
	
	
	
	

	KINGMOOR
	138.35
	
	
	
	

	KINGWATER
	56.57
	
	
	
	

	KIRKANDREWS
	158.43
	
	
	
	

	KIRKLINTON
	130.40
	
	
	
	

	MIDGEHOLME
	20.38
	
	
	
	

	NICHOLFOREST
	137.36
	
	
	
	

	ORTON
	146.14
	
	
	
	

	ROCKCLIFFE
	263.36
	
	
	
	

	SCALEBY
	126.34
	
	
	
	

	SOLPORT
	54.86
	
	
	
	

	STANWIX RURAL
	1,234.68
	
	
	
	

	STAPLETON
	77.56
	
	
	
	

	ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
	868.97
	
	
	
	

	WALTON
	108.57
	
	
	
	

	WATERHEAD
	51.74
	
	
	
	

	WESTLINTON
	122.26
	
	
	
	

	WETHERAL
	2,121.59
	
	
	
	

	& for the urban

area of CARLISLE
	20,293.89
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	32,246.36
	
	
	
	


being the amounts calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amount of Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

(2)
That it be noted that at its meeting held on 17 February 2003, the City Council determined its Budget Requirement for 2003/2004 in accordance with the provisions of Sections 32 (a) to (e) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended) as £14,046,986.

(3)
That the following amounts be now calculated by the City Council for the year 2003/2004 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended):-

(a)
£8,757,825
being the aggregate of the sums which the City Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed Non-Domestic Rates, Revenue Support Grant, increased by the amount of £66,989 being the sum which the City Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its Collection Fund to its General Fund in accordance with Section 97 (3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (Council Tax surplus).


(b)
£164.02
the amount at 2 above less the amount at 3 (a) above, all divided by the amount at 1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council in accordance with Section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year.

(c)
£271,299
being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act.

(d)
£155.61
being the amount at 3 (b) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 3 (c) above by the amount at 1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates.

	
(e) Part of the Council’s


area


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Parish of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
ARTHURET
	206.82
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
ASKERTON
	155.61
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
BEAUMONT
	170.23
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
BEWCASTLE
	180.04
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
BRAMPTON
	193.16
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
BURGH BY SANDS
	180.56
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
BURTHOLME
	173.56
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
CARLATTON AND 
CUMREW
	161.37
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
CASTLE CARROCK
	177.37
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
CUMMERSDALE
	181.11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
CUMWHITTON
	171.13
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
DALSTON
	173.14
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
DENTON NETHER
	176.38
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
DENTON UPPER
	183.40
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
FARLAM
	161.54
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
GELTSDALE
	155.61
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
HAYTON
	169.16
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
HETHERSGILL
	170.73
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
IRTHINGTON
	170.70
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
KINGMOOR
	173.68
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
KINGWATER
	171.52
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
KIRKANDREWS
	179.28
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
KIRKLINTON
	167.11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
MIDGEHOLME
	172.78
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
NICHOLFOREST
	170.17
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
ORTON
	171.35
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
ROCKCLIFFE
	164.15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
SCALEBY
	179.36
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
SOLPORT
	169.28
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
STANWIX RURAL
	181.37
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
STAPLETON
	176.24
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
ST CUTHBERT 
WITHOUT
	168.27
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
WALTON
	183.24
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
WATERHEAD
	164.11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
WESTLINTON
	165.43
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
WETHERAL

All other parts of the 

City Council’s area
	176.18

155.61
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3 (d) above, the amounts of the special item relating  to dwellings in those parts of the City Council’s area mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at 1 (b) above calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 34 (3) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the dwellings in those parts of its area to which a special item relates.




	(f)
VALUATION 
BANDS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PART OF THE 
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUNCIL'S AREA
	BAND A
	BAND B
	BAND C
	BAND D
	BAND E
	BAND F
	BAND G
	BAND H

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish of:
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £

	ARTHURET
	137.88
	160.86
	183.84
	206.82
	252.78
	298.74
	344.70
	413.64

	BEAUMONT
	113.49
	132.40
	151.32
	170.23
	208.06
	245.89
	283.72
	340.46

	BEWCASTLE
	120.03
	140.03
	160.04
	180.04
	220.05
	260.06
	300.07
	360.08

	BRAMPTON
	128.77
	150.24
	171.70
	193.16
	236.08
	279.01
	321.93
	386.32

	BURGH BY SANDS
	120.37
	140.44
	160.50
	180.56
	220.68
	260.81
	300.93
	361.12

	BURTHOLME
	115.71
	134.99
	154.28
	173.56
	212.13
	250.70
	289.27
	347.12

	CARLATTON & CUMREW
	107.58
	125.51
	143.44
	161.37
	197.23
	233.09
	268.95
	322.74

	CASTLE CARROCK
	118.25
	137.95
	157.66
	177.37
	216.79
	256.20
	295.62
	354.74

	CUMMERSDALE
	120.74
	140.86
	160.99
	181.11
	221.36
	261.60
	301.85
	362.22

	CUMWHITTON
	114.09
	133.10
	152.12
	171.13
	209.16
	247.19
	285.22
	342.26

	DALSTON
	115.43
	134.66
	153.90
	173.14
	211.62
	250.09
	288.57
	346.28

	DENTON NETHER
	117.59
	137.18
	156.78
	176.38
	215.58
	254.77
	293.97
	352.76

	DENTON UPPER
	122.27
	142.64
	163.02
	183.40
	224.16
	264.91
	305.67
	366.80

	FARLAM
	107.69
	125.64
	143.59
	161.54
	197.44
	233.34
	269.23
	323.08

	HAYTON
	112.77
	131.57
	150.36
	169.16
	206.75
	244.34
	281.93
	338.32

	HETHERSGILL
	113.82
	132.79
	151.76
	170.73
	208.67
	246.61
	284.55
	341.46

	IRTHINGTON
	113.80
	132.77
	151.73
	170.70
	208.63
	246.57
	284.50
	341.40

	KINGMOOR
	115.79
	135.08
	154.38
	173.68
	212.28
	250.87
	289.47
	347.36

	KINGWATER
	114.35
	133.40
	152.46
	171.52
	209.64
	247.75
	285.87
	343.04

	KIRKANDREWS
	119.52
	139.44
	159.36
	179.28
	219.12
	258.96
	298.80
	358.56

	KIRKLINTON
	111.41
	129.97
	148.54
	167.11
	204.25
	241.38
	278.52
	334.22

	MIDGEHOLME
	115.19
	134.38
	153.58
	172.78
	211.18
	249.57
	287.97
	345.56

	NICHOLFOREST
	113.45
	132.35
	151.26
	170.17
	207.99
	245.80
	283.62
	340.34

	ORTON
	114.23
	133.27
	152.31
	171.35
	209.43
	247.51
	285.58
	342.70

	ROCKCLIFFE
	109.43
	127.67
	145.91
	164.15
	200.63
	237.11
	273.58
	328.30

	SCALEBY
	119.57
	139.50
	159.43
	179.36
	219.22
	259.08
	298.93
	358.72

	SOLPORT
	112.85
	131.66
	150.47
	169.28
	206.90
	244.52
	282.13
	338.56

	STANWIX RURAL
	120.91
	141.07
	161.22
	181.37
	221.67
	261.98
	302.28
	362.74

	STAPLETON
	117.49
	137.08
	156.66
	176.24
	215.40
	254.57
	293.73
	352.48

	ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
	112.18
	130.88
	149.57
	168.27
	205.66
	243.06
	280.45
	336.54

	WALTON
	122.16
	142.52
	162.88
	183.24
	223.96
	264.68
	305.40
	366.48

	WATERHEAD
	109.41
	127.64
	145.88
	164.11
	200.58
	237.05
	273.52
	328.22

	WESTLINTON
	110.29
	128.67
	147.05
	165.43
	202.19
	238.95
	275.72
	330.86

	WETHERAL
	117.45
	137.03
	156.60
	176.18
	215.33
	254.48
	293.63
	352.36

	All other parts of the
	103.74
	121.03
	138.32
	155.61
	190.19
	224.77
	259.35
	311.22

	City Council's area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 3 (d) and 3 (e) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.


	4) That it be noted that for the year 2003/04 Cumbria County Council and Cumbria Police Authority 

have stated that  the following amounts in precepts issued to the City Council, in accordance with 

Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PRECEPTING AUTHORITY
	
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	BAND A
	BAND B
	BAND C
	BAND D
	BAND E
	BAND F
	BAND G
	BAND H

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Cumbria County Council
	593.62
	692.56
	791.49
	890.43
	1,088.30
	1,286.18
	1,484.05
	1,780.86

	Cumbria Police Authority
	87.14
	101.66
	116.19
	130.71
	159.76
	188.80
	217.85
	261.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5) That having calculated the aggregate in each case the amounts at 3 (f) and 4 above, the City 

Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets 

the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2003/04 for each of the categories 

of dwellings shown below:-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PART OF THE 
	VALUATION BANDS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COUNCIL'S AREA
	BAND A
	BAND B
	BAND C
	BAND D
	BAND E
	BAND F
	BAND G
	BAND H

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish of:
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	         £
	£

	ARTHURET
	818.64
	955.08
	1,091.52
	1,227.96
	1,500.84
	1,773.72
	2,046.60
	2,455.92

	BEAUMONT
	794.25
	926.62
	1,059.00
	1,191.37
	1,456.12
	1,720.87
	1,985.62
	2,382.74

	BEWCASTLE
	800.79
	934.25
	1,067.72
	1,201.18
	1,468.11
	1,735.04
	2,001.97
	2,402.36

	BRAMPTON
	809.53
	944.46
	1,079.38
	1,214.30
	1,484.14
	1,753.99
	2,023.83
	2,428.60

	BURGH BY SANDS
	801.13
	934.66
	1,068.18
	1,201.70
	1,468.74
	1,735.79
	2,002.83
	2,403.40

	BURTHOLME
	796.47
	929.21
	1,061.96
	1,194.70
	1,460.19
	1,725.68
	1,991.17
	2,389.40

	CARLATTON & CUMREW
	788.34
	919.73
	1,051.12
	1,182.51
	1,445.29
	1,708.07
	1,970.85
	2,365.02

	CASTLE CARROCK
	799.01
	932.17
	1,065.34
	1,198.51
	1,464.85
	1,731.18
	1,997.52
	2,397.02

	CUMMERSDALE
	801.50
	935.08
	1,068.67
	1,202.25
	1,469.42
	1,736.58
	2,003.75
	2,404.50

	CUMWHITTON
	794.85
	927.32
	1,059.80
	1,192.27
	1,457.22
	1,722.17
	1,987.12
	2,384.54

	DALSTON
	796.19
	928.88
	1,061.58
	1,194.28
	1,459.68
	1,725.07
	1,990.47
	2,388.56

	DENTON NETHER
	798.35
	931.40
	1,064.46
	1,197.52
	1,463.64
	1,729.75
	1,995.87
	2,395.04

	DENTON UPPER
	803.03
	936.86
	1,070.70
	1,204.54
	1,472.22
	1,739.89
	2,007.57
	2,409.08

	FARLAM
	788.45
	919.86
	1,051.27
	1,182.68
	1,445.50
	1,708.32
	1,971.13
	2,365.36

	HAYTON
	793.53
	925.79
	1,058.04
	1,190.30
	1,454.81
	1,719.32
	1,983.83
	2,380.60

	HETHERSGILL
	794.58
	927.01
	1,059.44
	1,191.87
	1,456.73
	1,721.59
	1,986.45
	2,383.74

	IRTHINGTON
	794.56
	926.99
	1,059.41
	1,191.84
	1,456.69
	1,721.55
	1,986.40
	2,383.68

	KINGMOOR
	796.55
	929.30
	1,062.06
	1,194.82
	1,460.34
	1,725.85
	1,991.37
	2,389.64

	KINGWATER
	795.11
	927.62
	1,060.14
	1,192.66
	1,457.70
	1,722.73
	1,987.77
	2,385.32

	KIRKANDREWS
	800.28
	933.66
	1,067.04
	1,200.42
	1,467.18
	1,733.94
	2,000.70
	2,400.84

	KIRKLINTON
	792.17
	924.19
	1,056.22
	1,188.25
	1,452.31
	1,716.36
	1,980.42
	2,376.50

	MIDGEHOLME
	795.95
	928.60
	1,061.26
	1,193.92
	1,459.24
	1,724.55
	1,989.87
	2,387.84

	NICHOLFOREST
	794.21
	926.57
	1,058.94
	1,191.31
	1,456.05
	1,720.78
	1,985.52
	2,382.62

	ORTON
	794.99
	927.49
	1,059.99
	1,192.49
	1,457.49
	1,722.49
	1,987.48
	2,384.98

	ROCKCLIFFE
	790.19
	921.89
	1,053.59
	1,185.29
	1,448.69
	1,712.09
	1,975.48
	2,370.58

	SCALEBY
	800.33
	933.72
	1,067.11
	1,200.50
	1,467.28
	1,734.06
	2,000.83
	2,401.00

	SOLPORT
	793.61
	925.88
	1,058.15
	1,190.42
	1,454.96
	1,719.50
	1,984.03
	2,380.84

	STANWIX RURAL
	801.67
	935.29
	1,068.90
	1,202.51
	1,469.73
	1,736.96
	2,004.18
	2,405.02

	STAPLETON
	798.25
	931.30
	1,064.34
	1,197.38
	1,463.46
	1,729.55
	1,995.63
	2,394.76

	ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
	792.94
	925.10
	1,057.25
	1,189.41
	1,453.72
	1,718.04
	1,982.35
	2,378.82

	WALTON
	802.92
	936.74
	1,070.56
	1,204.38
	1,472.02
	1,739.66
	2,007.30
	2,408.76

	WATERHEAD
	790.17
	921.86
	1,053.56
	1,185.25
	1,448.64
	1,712.03
	1,975.42
	2,370.50

	WESTLINTON
	791.05
	922.89
	1,054.73
	1,186.57
	1,450.25
	1,713.93
	1,977.62
	2,373.14

	WETHERAL
	798.21
	931.25
	1,064.28
	1,197.32
	1,463.39
	1,729.46
	1,995.53
	2,394.64

	All other parts of the
	784.50
	915.25
	1,046.00
	1,176.75
	1,438.25
	1,699.75
	1,961.25
	2,353.50

	City Council's area
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


C.37/03
CITY TREASURER – MR D THOMAS

Councillor Mitchelson informed the Council that this would be the last meeting of the City Council to be attended by the City Treasurer Mr D Thomas who would be retiring on 31 March 2003 after a career spanning 42 years in Local Government.  He informed the Council that Mr Thomas moved to Carlisle as Deputy City Treasurer in 1977, was appointed City Treasurer in 1985, appointed Deputy Chief Executive in 1990 and took over the role of Acting Chief Executive in 1999.  Councillor Mitchelson added that during Mr Thomas’s period in office in Carlisle he had participated in all the major developments which the City Council had been involved in as well as successfully directing the financial affairs of the City Council.  Councillor Mitchelson paid tribute to Mr Thomas’s loyalty, his professional expertise and the courteous manner in which he had conducted his business.  Councillors Bradley, Bloxham, Farmer, Styth, Weber, Knapton, Stevenson and the Mayor also paid their tributes to Mr Thomas.

Mr Thomas responded by thanking the Council for the kind remarks and recalled the sense of pride he had felt upon his appointment as City Treasurer in 1985 in having being entrusted with the stewardship of the financial affairs of the City Council and commented on the pride he now felt in the role he had played over the last 26 years in improving the facilities and services to the City.  He thanked the Members of the Council, his Chief Officer colleagues for their support and also his Senior Colleagues and staff in the former City Treasurer’s Department for their help and support during his time with the Council.

C.38/03
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor announced that he had received notification of an emergency motion and he had agreed to accept the motion for consideration at the current meeting.

The Mayor also thanked Members for their phone calls, cards and flowers and for their kind thoughts for him and his family.

(b)
The Leader

The Leader reminded Members of the Special Presentation which had been arranged for Friday 7 March 2003 to receive a presentation from the Post Office on the Network Reinvention Programme and he encouraged all Councillors to attend.

(c)
The Executive

There were no announcements from other Members of the Executive.

(d)
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the notice of the Council.

C.39/0
3
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public to be dealt with by the Council.

C.40/03
PETITIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a Petition containing more than 30 signatures calling on the Council to provide a permanent Ice Rink to serve Carlisle and North Cumbria so that residents did not need to travel to Dumfries for those facilities.  

The organiser of the petition, Mrs Frazer, was in attendance and addressed the Council on the subject of the petition.  She informed the Council of the number of children who regularly travelled from Carlisle to skate at the Dumfries Ice Rink and on the knock on effect of parents spending time shopping in Dumfries which brought trade to the town.  She added that a number of youngsters from Carlisle had joined the Development Programme at the Ice Rink.  Mrs Frazer called on the Council to provide a permanent Ice Rink to serve Carlisle and North Cumbria as the Ice Rink would provide facilities which would be enjoyed by both the young and old.  The siting of an Ice Rink would bring trade to the City and she called on the Council to explore the possible development in partnership with other Authorities, Sports Lottery Fund or a private backer.  

Councillors Bowditch and Hodgson (G) spoke in support of the petition and commented that the Council owed it to young people to achieve the development of an Ice Rink in Carlisle to enhance the sporting facilities which were available to residents.

Portfolio Holder’s Response

Councillor Bloxham, the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing presented Report CLS.45/03.  He reminded Members that the Council had recently agreed to invest £1.2 million in the existing sports facilities in the City which were operated by Carlisle Leisure Ltd but added that the Council had also recognised that residents of the City would like to see new leisure facilities explored and the feedback from the recent public consultation exercise on the Council’s Budget for 2003/04 had supported that view.  He added that it was proposed to carry out a Feasibility Study which would include public consultation on the building of a new leisure complex in the City which could include a new pool, sports hall and ice rink.  He added that a development of that type could potentially have regional importance and the likely impact on the area should be known prior to the Council reaching any decision.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that:

“The Council carry out a Feasibility Study including public consultation regarding the building of a new leisure complex in the City which could include a new pool, sports hall and ice rink and a Feasibility Study be carried out on the proposed development as soon as possible”.

Following voting thereon Councillor Bloxham’s motion as set out above was AGREED.

C.41/03
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.42/03
THE EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11 Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 27 January and 6 February 2003.

RESOLVED – (1)
That subject to the references from the Executive regarding the Council’s Budget and Policy Framework being dealt with later in the meeting the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 27 January and 6 February 2003 be received.

C.43/03
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

A copy of Reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting :

Community Activities

Health and Wellbeing

Corporate Resources

Policy and Performance Management

Finance and Resources

Promoting Carlisle

Economic Prosperity

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their Reports.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That Councillor Bloxham, Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing write to Councillor Mrs Rutherford with details of the enforcement action which had been taken in respect of dog fouling and progress on the Neighbourhood Dog Watch Schemes.

(3)  That with regard to the question by Councillor Graham relating to the houses which did not receive the recent Consultation leaflet on the City Council’s Budget, Councillor Stevenson, Portfolio Holder for Finance and Resources forward a copy of any response which is received from the Post Office with regard to their investigations into the matter.

(4)  That Councillor Mitchelson, Leader and Portfolio Holder for Promoting Carlisle make the detailed information with regards to the new Content Management System, which was currently being purchased by the City Council and other Local Authorities in Cumbria available to Councillor Mrs Styth and all Members of the City Council.

C.44/03
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Knapton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 30 January 2003 be received and adopted.

Councillor Jefferson submitted the Chairman’s Report and drew Members attention to the recent Workshop for Chairs and Vice Chairs of Overview and Scrutiny Committees held at Tullie House on the 28 January 2003, which had agreed to carry out a review of the Overview and Scrutiny function, including a review of Committee numbers, responsibilities etc.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 30 January 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community
Councillor Knapton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 9 January and 13 February 2003 be received and adopted.

Councillor Knapton also presented his Chairman’s Report and drew attention to a recent meeting of the Cumbria Health and Wellbeing Committee, and the difficulties which were being experienced by that Committee in respect of funding.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 9 January and 13 February 2003 and the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources
Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 9 and 16 January 2003 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Bowman also moved receipt of the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 9 and 16 January 2003 and the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure     

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 23 January 2003 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s Report and drew Members attention to the meeting on the 24 March which would deal with the review of the Local Plan.  She urged all Members to attend and take the opportunity to be involved in that review.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also urged Members who were joint Members of the City and County Council to use their best endeavours to achieve co-operation on the present review of Street Works which was being carried out by the Infrastructure Committee.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 23 January 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.45/03
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 8 January and 5 February 2003 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 8 January and 5 February 2003 be received and adopted.

C.46/03
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 18 and 20 December 2002, 21, 29 and 31 January 2003 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 18 and 20 December 2002, 21, 29 and 31 January 2003 be received and adopted.

C.47/03
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 15 January 2003 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 15 January 2003 be received and adopted.

C.48/03
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 31 January 2003 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 31 January 2003 be received and adopted.

C.49/03
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO 


THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a)
Decriminalised Parking – Eden District Council
Pursuant to Minute EX.13/03 the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.14/03) on a proposal by the Executive to enter into arrangements with Eden District Council, to carry out decriminalised parking enforcement on behalf of Eden.  He informed Members that under current regulations relating to the Council’s powers under the Local Authorities (Arrangements for the Discharge of Functions) (England) Regulations 2000 it was necessary for the full Council to make a decision on whether or not to agree to enter into those arrangements.  He added that once the Council had agreed to the new arrangements it would be the responsibility of the City Council’s Executive to carry out the relevant enforcement functions.

Councillor Prest moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that:

“The Council formally agree to the proposed arrangements with Eden District Council being entered into, whereby the City Council would undertake decriminalised parking enforcement on behalf of Eden subject to the detailed terms of agreement being finalised by the Heads of Commercial and Technical, Legal and Financial Services”.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Prest as set out above be agreed.

(b)
Treasury Management Strategy Statement and External Borrowing Determinations
Pursuant to Minute EX.24/03 consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Finance (FS.13/02) regarding the City Council’s Treasury Management Strategy Statement 2003/04 and the Council’s External Borrowing Determinations 2003/04 as required under the 1989 Local Government and Housing Act.

Councillor Stevenson moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that :

(i)
The Treasury Management Strategy Statement for 2003/04 be approved as set out in Appendix A to Report FS.13/02.

(ii)
The Treasury Policy Statement as drafted by CIPFA be approved as set out in Appendix B to Report FS.13/02.

(iii)
That the Treasury Management Practice Statements as set out in Appendix C to the above Report be noted and approved.

(iv)
The External Borrowing Determinations for 2003/04 as set out in Appendix D to the above Report be approved.

C.50/03

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION  DOCUMENT

Pursuant to Minute EX.8/03 consideration was given to a Report on the City Council’s response to the Consultation document on Regional Government.  A copy of the excerpt from the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 20 February was circulated, together with a copy of the minute extract from the Executive held on 3 March 2003.  The Report outlined the issues raised by both the “soundings” exercise which was being undertaken by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister, together with the draft guidance to the Boundary Committee for England on the issues surrounding the preparation for Regional Government.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and, it was

AGREED that the Council agree to submit the following views to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister :

(i)
The “Soundings” Exercise 


“Whilst Carlisle City Council accepts the inevitability of Regional Government it has concerns about the level of accountability which can be achieved for the people of Cumbria.  It has already made the ODPM aware of this view.  However, it considers that the best way of deciding on the issue is to hold a referendum and allow people within the North West to decide for themselves.  For the referendum to be effective then people need to fully understand what they are being asked to consider, this means providing full and objective information on the proposals.  Carlisle City Council believes that this issue should be clarified.”

(ii)
Timetable 


“If the North West Region is to be included in the first tranche Carlisle City Council considers it important that Authorities are given sufficient time to consider properly all the options and to provide timely and objective information for the Citizens of Carlisle before a referendum takes place.”

(iii)
Raising Public Awareness 


“There is very little in the guidance, which looks at the issue of Public Awareness.  If people are being asked to vote in a referendum then they need to be aware of all the issues and implications of a proposed Regional Assembly and Local Government Review.  Carlisle City Council requests that there is enough time to do this properly.

C.51/03
ANNUAL REVIEW OF POLLING ARRANGEMENTS

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.8/03) on the annual review of Polling arrangements in the City which had been undertaken in line with the requirements of the Representation of the People Act 1983 and the Departmental Service Plans.  A copy of the excerpt from the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 13 February 2003 and the Minutes from the Executive held on 3 Mach 2003 had also been circulated prior to the meeting.

Councillor Ellis moved and it was seconded and AGREED that :

(i)
The Harraby Community Centre be designated as the polling place for Polling Districts DD 
and DC.

(ii)
Polling arrangements in Denton Holme Ward remain unchanged.

(iii)
That Gilsland Methodist Church Hall be designated as the polling place for Polling Districts PX1, PX2 and PX3.

(iv)
That if the Secretary of State makes the necessary Order to alter the boundary between Stanwix Rural and Kingmoor Parishes a new Polling District designated PAG3 be created and the Electoral Registration Officer investigate the possibility of providing a Polling Station in Harker.

(v)
That the locations of all other Polling places remain unchanged.

(vi)
That the Electoral Registration Officer investigates the possibility of attaching shelters in those instances where portacabins are used as Polling Stations.

C.52/03
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT – PUBLICATION



SCHEME

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.7/03) that the City Council is required under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to have a publication scheme in place.  He informed Members that the Publication Scheme duties came into force in February 2003 and Authorities were required to submit draft schemes to the Information Commissioner by no later than 31 December 2002.  He informed Members that the Commissioner had now informed the Council that the Council’s Publication Scheme had been approved and could be formally adopted.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that Report LDS.7/03 and the attached Publication Scheme be formally adopted by the City Council as required under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

C.53/03
DATES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS 2003/04

Pursuant to Minute C.15/03(e) the Head of Legal and Democratic Services circulated a schedule of dates and times of meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for the municipal year 2003/04.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was 

AGREED (1) That the dates and times of meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for the municipal year 2003/04 as set out in Report LDS.15/03 be approved.

(2) That it be noted that the meeting of the City Council on 14 January had already agreed the schedule of dates and times of meetings of the City Council, the Executive and Regulatory Committees for the 2003/04 municipal year.

C.54/03
COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayor reported that there were no communications which he wished to bring to the attention of the Council, but indicated that the new Officers appointed to the City Council who were present at the meeting would introduce themselves at the conclusion of the meeting.

C.55/03
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Parsons declared a personal interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the emergency motion relating to the Carlisle Hospitals Trust.  She stated that her interest was as an employee of the National Health Service.

C.56/03
EMERGENCY MOTION – CARLISLE HOSPITALS TRUST

The Mayor indicated that he had agreed to take as a matter of urgency a motion which had been submitted by Councillor Mitchelson relating to the Carlisle Hospitals Trust.  Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the following motion :

“In view of the recent report by the Commission for Health Improvement (CHI) this Council views with extreme concern the findings of that report.  Although at present the Council notes the comments that patient care has not been compromised, but that the Senior Management and the Trust are very seriously criticised.  

This Council therefore has no confidence in the Trust to rectify the situation, and maintain that if Management is not strengthened patient care may well be compromised in the future.

This Council also has deep concerns at suggestions of moving services to the West Coast.

We therefore ask the Council to write to the Chairman of the Strategic Health Authority and the Secretary of State for Health in the strongest terms, expressing this Council’s serious concerns.  The Council seeks assurances that no services will be removed from the Cumberland Infirmary, Senior Management at the Hospital should be strengthened and that the positions of the Chairman and the Board be reviewed.”

After considerable discussion and in accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4 Councillor Collier, supported by one fourth of the Members present, moved that a recorded vote be taken on the above motion.

Members voted as follows :

For Councillor Mitchelson’s motion:

Councillors Bain, Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Collier, Mrs Crookdale, Dodd, Ellis, Farmer, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Graham, Hodgson (B), Hodgson (G), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J),

McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Robinson, Stevenson.

There were no votes against Councillor Mitchelson’s motion.

Members who abstained from voting :

Councillors Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bradley, Ms Glendinning, Ms Martlew,  Mrs Parsons, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Mrs Southward, Mrs Styth, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

The motion of Councillor Mitchelson as set out above was AGREED.

C.57/03
OFFICERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

At the conclusion of the meeting a number of Officers who had recently been appointed to the City Council and who were present at the meeting introduced themselves, and gave a brief introduction of their new role in the City Council.

(The meeting ended at 9.15 pm)
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