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HEALTH AND AFFORDABLE WARMTH STRATEGY




(Key Decision)

Portfolio

Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

Consideration was given to a report from the Head of Environmental Protection Services (EPS.39/03) containing proposals for the adoption of an Affordable Warmth Strategy.  He informed Members that fuel poverty was a major problem for people who live in houses that are energy inefficient, and who are on low incomes and added that as the problem was not restricted to any particular section of society, a multi-agency strategic approach was required in order to deal effectively with causes of fuel poverty.

He added that Affordable Warmth Strategies were being developed throughout the North Cumbrian Local Authorities, and to assist in this process, Carlisle City Council had been successful in bidding for funding from the Health Action Zone, to create a post of Affordable Warmth Strategic Development Officer.  It had, however, proved difficult to retain the services of a suitable post holder, and the work was now being carried out by the Authority’s Home Energy Conservation Act Officer.

The Head of Environmental Protection Services introduced the Carlisle City Council’s Affordable Warmth Strategy document which endeavoured to take forward the aims and objectives with which to address the problems associated with fuel poverty.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the report be accepted and referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consultation.

Reasons for Decision

To secure an improvement of the current housing stock and to provide information, advice and insulation measures to remove all vulnerable people from fuel poverty.







