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Summary:

This report provides a progress report on progress made by the Making Space For Water Group.

Questions for / input required from Scrutiny:

Comments are sought in regard to the progress and direction of the group.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that the report be received and a final report on the outstanding projects be brought in 6 months time.  
	Contact Officer: 
	Helen Renyard
	Ext:
	8545 


1.1 Background

The Director of Community Services presented report CS 40/06 to the Executive on 29 August 2006 and report CS 17/07 to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 March 2007 and CS18/08 to the Executive on 10 April 2008.  It was agreed that a status report be presented every 6 months.  This is the seventh progress report.  The Carlisle Recovery/Making Space For Water (MSFW) Group was set up after the Cumbria flood event of January 2005.


The group comprises of senior operational technical staff from the Environment Agency, Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and United Utilities.  


This group is adopting emergency Government best practice for integrated working in accordance with ‘Making Space for Water’ guidance issued by DEFRA.  

2.0 Current Activity

The group members continue to meet regularly in order to review and prioritise individual flooding problem areas with the last meeting being on 14th September 2010.  The group has become routine and is no longer an emergency mechanism.  The following issues are the group’s priorities at present: 
2.1 Harraby – Garlands 
The United Utilities members of the group have confirmed that the adoption of the sewers on the Garlands estate is now progressing.  United Utilities are now just waiting for minor remedial works to be completed before the adoption process can be finalised.
The group also identified that a section of the Durranhill Beck culvert has not been cleaned in the earlier cleaning works and agreed to clean the remaining culvert reaches.  Approximate cost £6.5k – see section 3.0 Funding Issues for further information.

2.2
Rickerby
The Environment Agency confirmed that it is not viable to install a flood defence due to the ground conditions in the area.  The City Council to enquire if funding can be obtained from Defra for property level protection works (flood guards, non-return valves etc).  In the interim the City Council to provide sandbag alternatives and advise when requested.
2.3
Low Crosby 
The Environment Agency (EA) had experienced some funding issues for the proposed flood defence due to negotiations with the Church regarding the reconstruction of the church wall.  The EA had requested if funding could be made available from the MSFW budgets.  The group agreed (following discussion with Cllr Bloxham) that £10k should be contributed to the flood defence scheme from the MSFW budget.

United Utilities confirmed their sewage scheme to close the treatment works at Crosby and divert flows to Carlisle treatment works is in the design stage.
2.4 
Burgh-by-Sands 
A survey of the drainage systems around the village hall has taken place to identify the issues related to the flooding in this area.  A problem has been identified for nearly 20 years.  The surveys revealed that the drain under the Village Hall is in poor condition and has caused issues with the village hall structure.  The Group have identified the need to divert the drain around the village hall to resolve the issues.  The village hall is at present undergoing extensive renovations and this would be an opportune time to divert the drain particularly as we can work along side the village hall committee to reduce associated costs such as Party Wall agreements, Schedule Monument Consents and by using a duel trench for the surface water drain and the hall’s foul drainage.  The group have agreed to contribute £15k to this diversion with the County Council paying for any additional costs.  The flooding issue affects highway, surface water and public sewer systems and provides an ideal opportunity for the MSFW group to solve a long standing issue.
2.5 
488 London Road 
The group agreed that no further action should be taken until evidence of the flooding is available.
2.6
Castle Carrock

Regular maintenance works by United Utilities, Cumbria County Council and Carlisle City Council were now programmed for the future to reduce the risk of flooding as much as possible.  These works include regular desilting and cleaning works.
3.0
Funding Issues
Contributions from the four members of the group, Environment Agency, United Utilities, Cumbria County Council and Carlisle City Council make up the MSFW budget.  The funding is held on the group’s behalf by Carlisle City Council.   Contributions available for 2010/11amount to the value of £25k for capita works and £8.5k for revenue works.
The MSFW group have identified the following funding requirements for 2010/11:

Capital funding - £25k (budget for 2010/11)

(a) Crosby-on-Eden - £10k contribution to flood defence – proposed on site Autumn 2010

(b) Burgh-by-Sands - £15k contribution to drain diversion – proposed on site November  2010

Revenue funding - £8.5k (budget for 2010/11)

(a) Burgh-by-Sands - £2k investigation works – already complete Summer 2010

(b) Durranhill Beck - £6.5k culvert cleaning works – proposed Autumn 2010 

4.0      Pitt Review

The MSFW group continue to discuss and feedback progress of this group through the Environment Agency to the Pitt Review as Carlisle has one of the most advanced groups set up in the Country.
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