
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

University of Cumbria

The business case for the University’s estate strategy has been submitted to the Northwest Development Agency for detailed appraisal in July. This includes proposals for a new headquarters and campus on Caldew Riverside opening for the 2012 academic year. Subject to funding approval by Central Government detailed plans will come forward at the end of the year. 

Historic Quarter

A Prospectus for the Historic Quarter will be launched in the autumn by the Historic Carlisle Partnership, bringing together partners and stakeholders with an interest in the area and the economic and cultural benefits that it can bring to Carlisle. The launch of the Prospectus will coincide with the start of public realm improvement works and new traffic management arrangements in the area as well as feasibility studies into the development of the Cathedral Precinct and Carlisle Castle. 

City Centre 

Site investigations and other technical assessments (highways, infrastructure, ground conditions etc.) are underway in the Rickergate and Citadel/English Damside areas together with market appraisal of a range of potential end uses including retail, leisure, offices, hotel and conference facilities. This is essential preparatory work before the process of preparing detailed development briefs for the two areas can commence and at which point stakeholders will have the opportunity to participate. 

Transport 

A recent workshop for members of Infrastructure Overview & Scrutiny Committee reviewed progress by the County Council on strategies for improving car parking, bus, pedestrian and cycling facilities in Carlisle. This work is critical to supporting our aspirations for economic growth. The County Council is expected to begin a feasibility and options appraisal on potential inner orbital relief routes in the autumn.  This will identify ways to reduce through traffic in the City Centre and support our aspirations to improve the public realm.

Resources

The Northwest Development Agency has approved initial funding of £3m for Carlisle Renaissance in the period to 2010/11 (30% of this was pre-approved late last year). This will fund the process of securing development partners for City Centre sites and progressing work in the Historic Quarter and on transport proposals. It also includes funding for new appointments to the delivery team. 

The whole of the City Centre of Carlisle is now designated as a strategic investment area for the purposes of European Regional Development Funding. This will provide access to capital for site acquisitions, infrastructure, remediation works, etc, to bring forward new development that creates jobs and new facilities and services.

CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP

The Carlisle Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of partners who provide chairs for the priority groups. 

Annual General Meeting:
Thanks to the commitment of individuals and organisations from Public, Voluntary and Private sectors, the Partnership has now “come of age” and has reached the stage where it is ready to become more independent of the City Council.   Trevor Hebden has been elected as the Partnership Forum and Partnership Executive Chairman for 2008-09 and Jane Muller (Associate Direct of Public Health – Cumbria PCT) as Vice Chair. I believe that Trevor’s background and work within the Partnership, on the Economic Strategy and Jane’s work in the Healthy Communities group, will serve the partnership well. The Partnership will take forward our key initiatives of delivering “Growing Carlisle” and achieving World Health Organisation Accreditation as a Healthy City.

The AGM heard presentations on Carlisle Renaissance, the report and refresh of the Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement, Community Cohesion and our Healthy City Application. The participation and debate was lively and stimulating and this itself is an indication of the high levels of interest and commitment of partners. 

We look forward to the results of our survey, designed to obtain feedback on the Partnership to date and where partners believe it should progress in the future. 

The activities of the four Priority Groups continue to develop. Of particular note are: -

Children & Young People

Working with Cumbria Children’s Services is now well established and the Carlisle Partnership members of the (Joint) Planning Group are determined to address the more intractable issues relating to Schools, Transport and Achievement. 
Healthy Communities & Older People

The work of the group in commissioning small-scale high impact and very local initiatives funded from the Communities for Health Grants continues and will be the springboard for a WHO Healthy City Application.

Economic Development & Enterprise

Will continue to review its membership and role over the next six months as the Carlisle Renaissance Board begins its work. The core activities of the group – taking the longer view of results of implementation of the Economic Strategy and ensuring that all Carlisle’s stakeholders have the opportunity to benefit from and contribute to the Economic Success of the City will remain at the head of its list of priorities.

Safer, Stronger Communities

As work progresses on the Community Engagement and Empowerment initiatives under the leadership of the City Council, more partners will be drawn into involvement with the resulting Locality based groups.

Milestones

· The Healthy Communities and Older People group will be taking a key role in the examination of the opportunity for Carlisle to become a World Health Organisation “Healthy City” in late 2008. 

· The Partnership Executive will consider the report card feedback from partners expressed through the performance and review questionnaire.  

Cumbria Local Area Agreement (LAA)

The “new style LAA” to go active in April 2008 will be signed off by ministers in early July 2008. 

Cumbria Sustainable Community Plan

The partnership looks forward to the publication of the new Cumbria Sustainable Community Plan this month. 

Governance Structures and Cumbria Strategic Partnership Development

The partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the development of plans to take forward new governance mechanisms for Public Services within Cumbria. In particular the Partnership is committed (with the other district LSPs) to ensuring that the local needs of our respective areas are met and that our partners at the local level are fully engaged with the process and that their voices are heard. 

Briefings
Familiarisation briefings for elected members wishing to have a broader understanding of the work of the partnership are available from the Partnership Manager either in-groups or individually.
Carlisle Focus

In response to readers’ comments, Carlisle Focus is undergoing a redesign to create a different look and feel, it will carry many of the regular features such as councillors’ details but it will also have an extended events section with reviews and a more in-depth listing. There will be more spotlight features which readers have asked for and we will be encouraging feedback and suggestions for each edition so that we are providing a magazine which reflects not only our services but also what readers want to find out more about.

The autumn edition will be delivered to residents during the first week of September and will feature Frequently Asked Questions on Recycling, Sport in Focus, Cumbrian Artists at Tullie House and items about accessibility and equality.

Save Lookaround Campaign

A meeting was held with ITV’s Regional Director, Michael Jerney, on Friday, 4 July at ITV’s headquarters in London. 

A delegation made up from representatives across the region, including the Chief Executive, and myself, enabled us to put a number issues to ITV raising our concerns over their proposals for reducing the scale of its local news operation.

Under discussion was: the Commercial viability of Border TV, urban needs overshadowing rural needs, diversity of communities and geography of Cumbria, democratic scrutiny of public sector broadcasting, remoteness of the broadcast centre to the community, newsgathering presence in the Border Region, duration of local news segment, its quality and content and also staffing. 

ITV explained to the delegation the rationale for their proposals and following discussions it was agreed that a further meeting should take place in about 10 days time to further explore the points raised.

Ofcom is planning to take a more detailed consultation of ITV’s proposals for regional television, starting in September and this will give the City Council more opportunity to raise issues with Ofcom as part of its Public Service Broadcasting Review. 

Other members of the delegation included the Bishop of Carlisle, representatives from Cumbria County Council, Copeland Borough Council, South Lakeland District Council, Alnwick District Council and Scottish Borders Council.

Local Government Communications Reputation Awards
A Carlisle City Council campaign to make ‘Carlisle is cleaner than ever’ scooped another top communications prize.

The 2007 campaign was given a Silver award in the Environment category of the Local Government Communications Reputation awards, on Wednesday, 21 May 2008. The award recognised the ‘effective communication of environmental initiatives’. The City Council was then put forward by the judges to the District award category and received a ‘Commendation’ for the campaign.

The ‘Carlisle is cleaner than ever’ campaign was created to promote the introduction of new enviro-laws (the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act). The initial challenge was to promote education of the new laws before taking enforcement. It took a positive stance and challenged people to take pride in the local environment by keeping Carlisle clean and safe.

Community Events 2008

Carlisle and Borders Spring Show – Sunday, 4 and Monday, 5 May

The Spring Show numbers were up by over 1000 this year and there was greater input from the Floral Art Clubs, Green Spaces and Countryside teams. The increased attendance gives encouragement for the future of the event and a visitor survey highlighted that;

· 98% thought the Show overall was ‘good/excellent’.

· 95% thought the admission fee was ‘fair’

· 93% thought the price of the goods on sale was ‘fair’

· 80% of those attending, bought something

· 35% were attending the Show for the first time

· 96% said they would attend the Show again

· 92% came from within a 10 mile radius

Upperby Gala – Monday, 26 May

A very successful event with an estimated turnout of over 5,000 spectators, an increase in previous years.  Again the weather was very good and there was more entertainment than usual, including more community groups.

Festival of Nations

Monday, 30 June – Sunday, 6 July 2008

Every primary and secondary school in Carlisle were offered a workshop session in a variety of cultural activities, eg, African drumming, Gypsy storytelling, Bangladeshi dance, Islamic calligraphy and meditation, Chinese art, etc, and 41 schools participated throughout the week. 

Performances were held in the City Centre on Saturday, 5 July which included a Chinese Lion dance, African Drummers, Bangladeshi, Punjabi, Polish and Irish Dancers, cultural cuisine, as well as a cultural information fair.  

The event was supported by the Carlisle Equality and Diversity Forum.

A Culture Bazaar was held at Trinity School on Sunday, 6 July organised by the Carlisle Asian Women’s Group, which included entertainment, cuisine, social exchange and information.

Annual Town Twinning Youth Exchange
The Exchange leaders from each of the twin cities recently met in this year’s host city, Flensburg, to make the arrangements and finalise the programme.

The visit will take place between 14 and 17 August and 15 young people from Carlisle will join similar numbers from Flensburg and Slupsk.

Councillor M Mitchelson
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