LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 4 APRIL 2007 AT 2.45PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Morton (Chairman),  Bainbridge (substitute for Cllr Parsons), Boaden, S Bowman, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher (substitute for Cllr Prest), Riddle (substitute for Cllr Styth) Scarborough, Stockdale, Tootle and Wilson.

LC.04/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillors Parsons, Prest, Styth and Quilter.

LC.05/07
AGENDA ITEMS

RESOLVED – That a short verbal report from the Licensing Manager regarding an Gambling Act training be added to the agenda as item A.3

LC.06/07
LICENSING ACT 2003 UPDATE

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.31/07 updating Members on the position regarding applications under the Licensing Act 2003.

The Licensing Manager reported on the application figures and stated that only one of the Cumbria Authorities had outstanding applications which they expect to complete in the near future.

The Licensing Manager outlined current issues, he stated that an Independent Fees Panel that was set up by the DCMS had been gathering evidence over the last nine months in relation to the fees for premises licences.  Their report was expected to be published in February 2007.  The DCMS said that the fee structure under the Licensing Act 2003 would be set fairly to ensure that there was a full cost recovery for local authorities.  The Minister was considering the report and his response would be included in a future report.  

The Licensing Manager stated that a number of Licensing Update Seminars for the trade had been arranged at Brampton and Carlisle for March and April 2007.  The seminars look closely at licence holders’ responsibilities under the Act and stressed the importance of staff training, especially with regard to under age sales.  Police Officers attend the seminars and it proved beneficial to themselves and other delegates.

In response to a Member’s question the Licensing Manager stated that the first seminar, held at Brampton, had been poorly attended but the three sessions planned for 11 April 2007 had approximately 120 people attending in total.

RESOLVED – 1) That Report LDS.31/07 be noted.

2) That report regarding the outcome of the Licensing Update Seminars be brought to a future meeting of the Committee.

LC.07/07
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – SETTING OF PREMISES LICENCE FEES

The Licensing Manager presented Report LDS.30/07 regarding the setting of premises licence fees for 2007/08.

The Licensing Manager reported that the Gambling Act 2005 received Royal Assent in April 2005.  The legislation provided that the Licensing Authority could determine the amount of fee payable, with a specific maximum, in respect of premise licences.  On 6 March 2007 the City Council adopted a resolution from the Licensing Committee, which recommended that the responsibility for setting the premises licence fees under Section 212 of the Gambling Act 2005 be delegated to the Licensing Committee, pursuant to section 154(2)(b) of the Act.

The Licensing Manager outlined the process for the setting of the fees and stated that the first annual fee was due one month after the new Act commences and can therefore be incorporated into this years income.  He stated that the fee structure would be reviewed each year in line with the legislation and the Council’s Charging Policy.

In response to Members questions the Licensing Manager stated 

· that it was difficult to predict the number of appeals that may happen but using similar estimations used for the Licensing Act, it was predicted that there could be approximately two appeals.

· Any shortfalls in the budget would be able to be carried forward.  Local Authorities are not allowed to make a profit from the Gambling Act and so any profits will be taken into the next year’s budget and the fees would be amended accordingly.

RESOLVED – That the table of fees to be levied in respect of premises licence applications under the Gambling Act 2005 as set out in Appendix 2 of Report LDS.30/07 be agreed.

LC.08/07
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – TRAINING

RESOLVED – That Gambling Act training for Licensing Committee Members will be held on one of two sessions on Friday 8 June 2007 at Tullie House.

(The Meeting ended at 2.55pm)

