EXECUTIVE

MONDAY 13 JUNE 2005 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Mrs Bowman (Economic Development and Regeneration Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Jefferson (Policy and Performance Management Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Knapton (Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder)

ALSO PRESENT:

Councillors McDevitt, Morton, Parsons and Weber attended the meeting as observers.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Firth and the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in connection with Minute EX.106/05 (Cumbria Vision – Proposal to Integrate Delivery Arrangements) as he was to become a Local Authority Member of Cumbria Vision with effect from 14 June 2005.

EX.081/05
CARLISLE FLOODING – RECOVERY PLAN UPDATE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Cross Cutting

Subject Matter

The Head of Economic and Community Development reported verbally that the Government Agency Task Group looking at the flood recovery plan would be having its last meeting at the end of June 2005.  There would follow a period of extensive consultation and discussion on the future of Carlisle over the next ten to fifteen years.  All of the issues would be pulled together so that a broad strategic way forward can be decided upon.  There would an opportunity to build upon key issues of partners and the City Council's priorities in order to promote co-ordinated partnership activity.

A cross party working group had been set up to look at the Carlisle Renaissance initiative and this group would form the basis for consultation with all Members of Council.  The Leader reported that it was intended to arrange an informal briefing for all Members of the Council following the special meeting of the City Council arranged for 30 June 2005.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the position be noted.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive noted the position on the recovery plan in connection with the Carlisle floods.

EX.082/05
CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy and Performance Management

Subject Matter

Dr Gooding, Executive Director, submitted Report CE.09/05 detailing proposals for a further refinement of the City Council's priorities within the Corporate Plan and identifying how this will determine the Council's approach to service delivery, service planning and budgeting.

The current Corporate Plan was approved by the City Council in June 2004 and covers the period 2004 to 2007.

A number of factors had influenced the strategic thinking of the Council and supported the need for a further refinement of priorities.  There were two proposed priorities for the City Council:-

(a)  The Learning City

One of the Council’s stated priorities is to develop Carlisle’s regional status and, in order to address this and support significant economic growth enabled by a sector already established within Carlisle, it was recommended that this priority focus on Carlisle as a Learning City. This means enabling the provision of high quality education and training across the range of requirements in order to provide opportunities for our communities and local businesses to drive economic development.

The provision of world class higher and further education and training across Carlisle will not only attract students, contributing to the vibrancy and diversity of the City, but also generate the right conditions for sustainable economic development in the City.

A Learning City also means opportunities for adult education, development of basic skills and work-based development. The aim is to ‘grow our own’ skilled workforce and deliver equality of opportunity so that the communities of Carlisle can realise their potential and fully participate in the development of the City.

Wider skills and education needs can also be addressed through partnerships with the business community in order to ensure that Carlisle has the right workforce to ensure its future prosperity and competitiveness.

For the City Council, the development of a ‘Learning City’ ethos is key in determining and addressing skills gaps within our own workforce through our own pay and workforce development strategy.

(b)  Cleaner, Greener and Safer

For other key promises such as ‘alleviate deprivation and social exclusion’ and ‘achieve excellence in core services’ and to address local peoples’ concerns about their neighbourhoods, it is recommended that the Council’s focus in this area should be on a cleaner, greener and safer City.  This means a City with a Council that is working with partners to get the basics right and add value. It means setting and achieving challenging targets for the resource-intensive front line services that are important to local people.

There is also an important dependency between the Cleaner, Greener and Safer priority and the recovery work following the flooding that has affected Carlisle. One of the key messages driving recovery work, including Carlisle Renaissance, is to get Carlisle ‘back to normal but better’. A clearer focus and improvements in Cleaner, Greener and Safer service areas will be important in enabling the recovery work to successfully deliver.

The themes ‘clean’, ‘green’ and ‘safe’ are mutually dependent, but the priority service areas can be loosely grouped as follows:-

Cleaner

- Litter collection

- Graffiti removal

- Street cleaning

- Prevention of dog fouling

- Dealing with abandoned vehicles

- Air quality

Greener

- Waste minimisation

- Recycling more waste

- Grounds maintenance

- Management of parks and open spaces

- Conservation (planning)

- Sustainability (reducing impact on the environment, both directly and as a community leader)

Safer

- Designing out crime (planning)

- Provision of youth schemes

- Licensing

- Emergency planning

- CCTV

- Highways/road safety

- Food standards & health and safety

- The Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership

The Executive asked that references to provision of youth schemes, highways/road safety and the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership should refer to the fact that these are undertaken in partnership.

A number of strategies would be developed in consultation with communities and other stakeholders to ensure that the detail of how the Council delivers upon the priorities is aligned with the needs of consultees.

A new performance management framework, coupled with priority led service plans and budgets, will drive the delivery of front line services to customers.  The impact on customers will be the delivery of continuously improving services that contribute to delivering the longer term aspirations for the City.

The Executive was requested to approve the priorities as the basis for consultation with the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive supports the refined priorities for the City Council as follows:-

(a) The Learning City;

(b) Cleaner, Greener and Safer;

2.  That the report be referred for consultation to the three Overview and Scrutiny Committees with feedback to the Executive on 1 August 2005 prior to a recommendation being forwarded to the City Council.

Reasons for Decision

To approve, as the basis for consultation with the Overview and Scrutiny Committees, the priorities of Learning City and Cleaner, Greener and Safer which the Executive considers best encapsulates what needs to be done to both reinvigorate the City following the recent floods and ensure the delivery of excellent core services.

EX.083/05
HOUSING FLOOD RECOVERY UPDATE (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager submitted report EPS.18/05 concerning the work of the Housing Recovery Action Team which has been overseeing the ongoing work relating to housing recovery following the recent flooding emergency.  This group has been merged with the community group overseeing recovery work and the work plans of the two groups have been combined.  As well as the continuing core work of ensuring provision of accommodation to those in need, the group has been fundamental in taking forward key elements of the recovery process.

The upper floor of John Street Hostel was brought back into use on 8 March 2005 with 13 bed spaces and it was anticipated that, by the end of June 2005, the downstairs will be operational bringing the total to 21 bed spaces.

To date, 25 households who were displaced from their homes by the flooding had been placed into Carlisle Housing Association (CHA) properties with furniture packages. Whilst most of these people will be able to return to their properties once the necessary works have been done to them, some may not and these households will be dealt with as homeless by the Authority.

Temporary extra resources have been allocated to the Homelessness Services Team to help alleviate the extra pressures placed on the service. 

The Housing Recovery Action Group has a programme of work upon which its activities are based primarily around three objectives as follows:-

· To ensure that all flood damaged property is brought back into use as soon as possible and at the highest possible standard, including flood resilience measures where appropriate;

- 
To identify opportunities to add value to the recovery process through the provision of additional improvements;

- 
To address the short term housing needs of residents of the flood affected area;

In April 2005, a £1.5m Government grant was secured for capital funding in support of private sector renewal work necessary as a consequence of the severe flooding.

In order to set in place a programme of works for the flood affected areas, specific information about the condition of the housing stock is required. A tendering process has been carried out to appoint specialist contractors to undertake a stock condition survey.  A recommendation on the outcome of the tendering process is the subject of a private report to this meeting. 

As well as undertaking a large sample survey of housing stock in the flood affected areas, a smaller sample of housing will also be surveyed throughout the rest of the District. The information obtained through this process will have a dual function of enabling the targeting of funding where needed in the flood affected areas as well as informing the capital programme for works to be undertaken to the housing stock throughout the five year lifespan of the Housing Strategy. As such, the larger share of the costs incurred by the survey (approximately £100,000 to £120,000) will be funded from the Government grant.

In order to oversee the House Stock Condition Survey, together with the continuing expenditure on the programme of works that will flow from it, a Project Officer (temporary post for 12 months) will be recruited to work within the Housing Services and Health Partnerships Section. This post will be funded using Housing Services Revenue funding and not from the Government grant.

In the flood affected areas, security issues have and continue to be of significance to the communities. As part of a combined joint funded approach (totalling £300,000) with the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership it is proposed that a ‘streetsafe’ assessment is carried out within the flood affected areas and additional security measures put in place where needed.

The programme of expenditure on the housing recovery will, as stated previously, be informed by results from the House Stock Condition Survey. The areas for anticipated further expenditure within the flood affected areas are;

- Group Repair;

- Decent Homes;

- Flood Resilience Measures; 

- Block externals and Environmental works.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the report be noted.

2.  That the Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager be requested to - 

(a) proceed with the instigation of a House Condition Survey;

(b) carry out a street safe assessment in partnership with the Crime and 


Disorder Reduction Partnership.

(c) develop a programme of expenditure on the following upon which a further report be submitted to the Executive for approval –

- Group Repair;

- Decent Homes;

- Flood Resilience Measures;

- Block externals and Environmental works.

Reasons for Decision

In order that the work relating to the housing recovery can be continued.

EX.084/05
HOUSING STRATEGY ACTION PLAN (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Policy and Performance Manager submitted Report SP.03/05 reviewing the Housing Strategy Action Plan and Risk Assessment which identifies ways in which the flood recovery process can be supported through redirecting allocated resources in the short and medium term.

There were three overarching priorities contained within the Housing Strategy Action Plan - 

- Supporting vulnerable people;

- Decent homes, including empty properties;

- Affordability and balancing housing market;

The Action Plan identified actions, targets and resources under the three priorities and updated progress to date.

A number of opportunities had been identified to focus on actions in the short term to support the Housing Recovery Action Plan.  These will achieve the greatest impact and improvement in the flood affected areas whilst, at the same time, ensuring that the Housing Strategy targets are achieved.  These include private sector housing renewal and bringing back into use empty properties in the flood affected areas.

Evidence was currently being gathered about what is required so that a programme of works can be identified within the flood area and also, longer term, across other parts of the District.

Outside the flood affected areas, opportunities included bringing back into use Carlisle Housing Association homes to provide supported housing with £100,000 Housing Strategy capital funding allocated to affordable housing provision.

Details of monitoring arrangements for the Action Plan through the Executive, Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee, other Council Groups and the wider Carlisle Housing Partnership were submitted.

Councillor Bloxham, Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio Holder, wished to congratulate staff involved in producing the Strategy which had now been pronounced 'fit for purpose' by the Government Office North West.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the updated Action Plan and Risk Assessment be accepted as a means of progressing the Housing Strategy for Carlisle (Year 1) and supporting the flood recovery process.

2.
That Year 1 targets be drawn out and reported on specifically to enable 
future monitoring and review of progress during 2005/06.

Reasons for Decision

The Housing Strategy Action Plan was accepted as a means of progressing the Housing Strategy for Carlisle (Year 1) and supporting the flood recovery process and appropriate monitoring arrangements were put in place.

EX.085/05
HOUSING STRATEGY CAPITAL PROGRAMME (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager submitted report EPS.16/05 updating Members on the Housing Strategy Capital Programme and seeking approval to the release of funding as follows:-

(a) Area Based Renewal and Empty Homes - £750,000

Actions would include - 

- 
dealing with empty homes that blight neighbourhoods by bringing them back into use;

- 
enforcing standards within the private sector relating to the requirements under the Housing Act 2004;

- 
dealing with provision of grants to help those in need with their properties -  disabled adaptations, renovations, minor works and energy efficiency;

- 
specific expenditure on area based schemes for group repair, block and environmental works;

A stock condition survey was to be undertaken to identify those areas of need.  In addition to the City Council funding, the Government had allocated £1.5m to be spent on private sector housing renewal within flood affected areas.

(b)  Disabled Adaptations - £300,000

This funding would provide disabled adaptations grants to those in need across the district.  Since the transfer of the housing stock to Carlisle Housing Association (CHA) in 2002, a number of applications for grants from CHA tenants had been made to the Council who have the statutory duty to fund approved disabled adaptation grants.  As such, the capital funding would be targeted to deal with the increase in these applications.

Delays in dealing with these applications were being reduced following improvements in the time taken to obtain occupational therapy assessments.

(c)  Empty Homes - £100,000;  Housing Provision - £100,000

A number of activities are being geared towards enabling the provision of housing within the district where there was a need and that was affordable. In the aftermath of the flooding, the position regarding the provision of permanent re-housing for those who have been accepted as homeless by the Authority has been made more difficult. The Authority currently house on average 20-25 households in bed and breakfast accommodation, together with its hostels. As such, to enable the provision of empty housing that CHA own to be brought back into use to help relieve this situation, it is proposed that for the financial year 2005/06, funding is used for a pilot project to this end. This would be working towards bringing empty property across the district back into use.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the following funding included in the 2005/06 Housing Strategy Capital Programme be released:-

Area Based Renewal - £750,000;

Disabled Adaptations - £300,000;

Empty Homes - £100,000;

Housing Provision - £100,000;

Reasons for Decision

The release of funding will enable delivery of the Housing Strategy Action Plan.

EX.086/05
MUSEUMS AND ARTS SERVICE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

The Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport submitted Report CLS.8/05 providing a summary of the Development Plan commissioned from ABL Consultants dealing with a ten year plan for the Museum and Arts Service.

The consultants had made a number of recommendations with the principal issues being - 

- 
Governance of the service - whether or not a Trust should be formed to take over management of the service from the City Council;

- 
Admission charges - the current charging structure was a barrier to visitors;

- 
Capital proposals - the building competes against many other attractions and requires an investment programme to enable it to tell more of the "Carlisle story," in addition to resolving issues relating to the on and off site storage of the collection.

A number of critical issues and opportunities had arisen since the consultant's Development Plan had been received including – 

- 
the January flood and subsequent Carlisle Renaissance opportunity;

- 
Carlisle's involvement in the Historic Towns/Cities Initiative;

- 
Hadrian's Wall Major Study;

- 
Renaissance in the Regions Programme;

The report highlighted the consultant's views on the governance options for Tullie House.  The cost of establishing a Trust would be in the region of £120,000.  Given the opportunities which were currently available to attract more funding for Tullie House, it was the view of Officers that there are no significant strategic advantages to the Council in transferring the service to a Trust.  A review in 2007 was considered appropriate to allow the development of the current initiatives across the City and their impact on the service.

The principal reasons for setting up Trusts to date have been the cost saving from rates and the removal of corporate responsibility from Managers who transfer, allowing them to focus on the service itself, to the exclusion of broader issues.

Whilst the budget for the museum and arts service was significant relative to the size of the Council budget, this must be viewed in the context of the regional and national position Tullie House occupies.  It was a benefit to local people who have the opportunity to enjoy a substantial local asset with a national reputation.  Current opportunities to attract additional funding for the service would help to reinforce this position.

Councillor Knapton, Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holder, agreed that the management of the Museum and Arts Service should remain with the City Council pending a further review in 2007.  He considered that developing proposals for capital improvements should be pursued, particularly given the possibility of outside funding becoming available for suitable schemes.  The admission charge issue would need to be considered by the Executive as part of its 2006/07 Budget deliberations.

Summary of options rejected

Transfer to Trust status was rejected.

DECISION

1.  
That the management of the Museum and Arts Service be retained as part of the City Council, with the Trust option being revisited in 2007.

2.  
That the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport be requested to work up 
possible cost proposals for funding phased capital improvements over 
the next ten years to enable the Executive to consider the implications 
for the Council.

3.
That admission charges be reviewed as part of the Executive's Budget deliberations for 2006/07.

Reasons for Decision

The retention of the Service as part of the City Council is seen as the best option given the potential funding opportunities from outside sources, subject to review in 2007.

Cost proposals for funding phased capital improvements over the next ten years have been requested to enable consideration to be given to the implications for the Council and to be in a position to benefit from any possible outside sources of funding which may become available.

Admission charges would be reviewed as part of the Executive's 2006/07 Budget deliberations.

EX.087/05
TULLIE HOUSE MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY – ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL POLICY 2005-07 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

The Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport submitted a report containing an updated Acquisition and Disposal Policy for the Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery for 2005-07 as required by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council for the purposes of Museum Accreditation.

Changes to the current Policy had been made to various standard clauses regarding ethical and legal issues.  In addition, details of factors that might, in the Council's view, affect future development of the Policy had been included.

The Executive was requested to agree the content of the Policy for submission to the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Acquisition and Disposal Policy for the Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery for 2005/07 be approved.

Reasons for Decision

To enable Tullie House to comply with the accreditation timetable and thereby to meet its obligations as a lead Museum in the North West region.

EX.088/05
WASTE MINIMISATION (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services submitted Report CTS.16/05 informing the Executive of new developments in the Council's recycling and waste collection services and seeking approval to use the 2005/06 Waste Performance and Efficiency Grant to fund joint waste minimisation initiatives via the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership.

The introduction of the Green Box and Garden Waste Schemes in 2004/05 had led to the Council's recycling rate increasing from 16.5% in 2003/04 to 26% in 2004/05.  The following new recycling initiatives for 2005/06 should result in the Council meeting, if not exceeding, its statutory target of 30% recycling set for 2005/06:-

- 
Extending the kerbside garden waste recycling scheme to an additional 4,500 households across Carlisle;

- 
Replacing the residual newspaper collection scheme with a kerbside 'paper only' box collection to 3,000 mostly isolated rural properties;

- 
Introducing plastic bottle recycling for the first time in Carlisle through specially designed recycling banks sited at five of the larger Neighbourhood Recycling Centres across Carlisle;

- 
Comprehensive refurbishment of the existing Neighbourhood Recycling Centres;

- 
Introducing a pilot segregated collection of waste electrical equipment from households across Carlisle which would be refurbished and made available to low income households.  This scheme was being introduced with the help of a DEFRA grant of £126,360.

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services further reported that DEFRA had awarded the Council a Waste Performance and Efficiency Grant of £32,344 in 2005/06 with a commitment to award further funding in 2006/07 and 2007/08.  DEFRA had advised that they would expect Councils, where there are existing partnerships of Authorities, and in particular the grouping of Authorities in each two tier area, to consider whether grant awards can be combined and used to support more effective partnership working.  The Council, through the Cumbria Waste Partnership, could explore practical opportunities to use the DEFRA grant to fund new joint initiatives that will result in real reductions in the amount of municipal waste that is landfilled in Carlisle.

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services also reported on the implications of the Landfill Trading Allowance Scheme, introduced in April 2005, and which limited, including year on year reductions, the amount of waste that can be landfilled, shifting the emphasis towards the residual refuse collection service.  The Council's performance in this area provided scope for improvement and there was likely to be significant financial implications for the community if this issue was not addressed.

To this end, Members of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee, along with Members of the Environment Forum and an Officer representative from Eden District Council, had been taking part in a special "waste collection focus group" to assess options open to the Authority.  The outcome of these discussions would be evaluated and form the basis of a report to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Executive later in the year.  Opportunities for partnership working with Eden District Council would be explored as part of the evaluation.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the report be noted.

2.  
That the Council, through the Cumbria Waste Partnership, explore practical opportunities to use the DEFRA grant of £32,344 in 2005/06 to fund new joint initiatives that will result in real reductions in the amount of municipal waste that is landfilled in Carlisle.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive noted the new developments in the Council's recycling and waste collection services which should enable further improvements in the City Council's performance on recycling.  The Executive has also agreed to the use of the 2005/06 Waste Performance and Efficiency Grant to fund joint waste minimisation initiatives via the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership.

EX.089/05
FORWARD PLAN (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Various

Subject Matter

The Forward Plan of key decisions covering the period 1 June to 30 September 2005 was submitted for information.

The following items had been included in the Forward Plan for decision at this meeting but will not be considered for the reasons stated:-

Arts Strategy for Carlisle - This is to be included in forthcoming work on developing a cultural strategy.

Capital Strategy, Asset Management Plan, Medium Term Financial Plan, Corporate Charging Policy, Provisional Outturn Reports 2004/05 - These items have been deferred to the special meeting of the Executive to be held on 20 June 2005. The Budget policy documents need more consideration of the updated Council priorities to be agreed by the Executive on 13 June 2005.  The outturn reports have been deferred to allowed more time to consider the financial position.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable

DECISION

That the Forward Plan and details of deferred items be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable

EX.090/05
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY OFFICERS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Corporate Resources



Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

Details of decisions taken by Officers were submitted.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable

DECISION

That the decisions, attached at Appendix A, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable

EX.091/05
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY INDIVIDUAL



PORTFOLIO HOLDERS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

Details of decisions taken by the Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder were submitted.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable

DECISION

That the decisions, attached at Appendix B, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable

EX.092/05
MARKET MANAGEMENT GROUP – MINUTES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Economic Development and Regeneration

Subject Matter

The Minutes of the meeting of the Market Management Group held on 26 April 2005 were submitted for information.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable

DECISION

That the Minutes, attached at Appendix C, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable

EX.093/05
CUMBRIA BRANCH OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


ASSOCIATION (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Various

Subject Matter

The Minutes of the meeting of the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association held on 7 March 2005 were submitted for information.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable

DECISION

That the Minutes be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable

EX.094/05
REPAIRS TO BACK LANES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 7 April 2005 (IOS.30/05) concerning improvements to back lanes.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee was requesting the Executive to consider a rolling programme of improvements to adopted back lanes as part of the budgetary process for 2006/07 onwards and also as a priority of any environmental strategic master plan arising from the flooding.  The Committee had also considered that in the absence of a rolling programme for improvements to adopted back lanes, it was difficult at this stage to consider improvements to unadopted back lanes.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be informed that the Executive are not prepared to commit the City Council to a rolling programme of improvements to adopted back lanes.  The Executive will consider allocating funding in 2006/07 for further improvements to adopted back lanes and would wish to do this in partnership with Cumbria County Council on a match funding basis.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.095/05
ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE OF THE COUNCIL (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider the following resolution (IOS.33/05) from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 7 April 2005 concerning the environmental performance of the Council:-

"(1) That the Executive be informed that the Committee is extremely disappointed at the apparent lack of progress with the Environmental Performance of the Council Report and particularly in the development of a coherent strategy to improve the environmental performance of the Council.  The Executive is urged to identify the development of a Strategy as a priority and identify funding for this as necessary.  

(2) That the Town Clerk and Chief Executive convey the Committee’s views to the Head of Commercial and Technical Services, the Environment, Infrastructure and Transport portfolio holder and the Leader and urge them to make this is a priority area for the Council.  

(3) That it be noted the Town Clerk and Chief Executive would report back to the June 2005 meeting of the Committee providing an update on what is happening across the Council in terms of environmental performance and setting out the areas of work that are currently being addressed."

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That a report on the environmental performance of the City Council is to be submitted to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 23 June 2005, the impact of the January floods for the environmental working of the City Council had led to the delay in producing the report.

2.
That the environmental performance of the Council is a priority area under the Cleaner, Greener and Safer refined corporate priority upon which the Executive is currently consulting with Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.096/05
DRAFT CYCLE NETWORK – CARLISLE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a reference (IOS.38/05) from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 14 April 2005 concerning the draft cycle network for Carlisle.  The Overview and Scrutiny Committee was requesting the Executive to - 

(a) initiate discussions between senior Officers of the City and County Councils concerning future plans for the Three Rivers Strategy and Carlisle Renaissance in order that the provision of safe cycle routes may be incorporated.

(b) consider measures to improve the current state of the City Centre and provision for cycling in that area outwith business hours.

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services reported that the provision of cycleways as part of the Three Rivers Strategy was a priority for the Council and a meeting with County Council representatives to discuss proposals would take place shortly.  Developing the cycle network for Carlisle would be undertaken in conjunction with the County Council who are the Highway Authority.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding the provision for cycling in the City Centre outwith business hours be referred to the Carlisle Area Transport Advisory Group for consideration.

2. That the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be informed of the discussions taking place with the County Council at Officer level over the provision of cycleways as part of the Three Rivers Project and for developing the cycle network in Carlisle.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.097/05
DOWN-A-GATE CENTRE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider the following Motion which was agreed by the City Council on 3 May 2005:-

"I call upon Carlisle City Council to request that the Executive allocates funding to the Down-a-Gate Centre at Warwick Bridge, on the same basis that money is made available to urban Community Centres in Carlisle."

Councillor Knapton, Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder, reported that a meeting had been arranged with the Down-a-gate Centre's Management Committee to discuss proposals for a condition survey to be undertaken to assess works required to bring the Centre back into use following the January floods.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Head of Economic and Community Development be requested to submit a report on the outcome of discussions with the Down-a-gate Centre's Management Committee to the next meeting of the Executive on 4 July 2005.

Reasons for Decision

The condition of the Down-a-gate Centre post flooding needs to be established and discussions are to take place with the Down-a-gate Centre's Management Committee.  A further report will be considered by the Executive on 4 July 2005.

EX.098/05
AIR AMBULANCE FUND (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider the following Motion which was agreed by the City Council on 3 May 2005:-

"That Carlisle City Council recognises the important work that the Air Ambulance does in protecting the lives of the people of North Cumbria, and is therefore prepared to award a one-off grant of £10,000 in 2005/06 to the Air Ambulance fund, for them to continue to operate, with funding to come from either balances or such other appropriate funding source as the Executive may identify."

The Head of Finance submitted Report FS.11/05 recommending that the £10,000 grant to the Air Ambulance Fund be met as a supplementary estimate from Council reserves.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That a £10,000 grant be awarded to the Air Ambulance Fund to be met as a supplementary estimate from Council reserves.

Reasons for Decision

It was decided to fund the £10,000 grant to the Air Ambulance Fund by way of a supplementary estimate from Council reserves.

EX.099/05
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
All Portfolio Areas
Subject Matter

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.24/05 seeking nominations for Members to serve on various outside bodies.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That Members be appointed to serve on outside bodies as follows:-

Age Concern - Carlisle and District General Committee

Councillor Mrs Parsons

Age Concern - Cumbria District Forum

Councillor Mrs Parsons

Anchorage Centre Management Committee

Councillor Mrs Parsons

Belah Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Mrs S Fisher, Morton and Toole

Botcherby Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Mrs Glendinning, Boaden and Scarborough

Brampton Community Association General Committee

Councillor Knapton

Carlisle and Eden Local Strategic Partnerships

Councillors Guest, Bloxham, Mitchelson and Jefferson (Firth substitute)

Carlisle Citizens' Advice Bureau Management Committee

Councillors Earp and Hendry

Carlisle College Corporation

Councillor Knapton (term of office expires 16.12.05)

Carlisle Council for Voluntary Service

Councillors Mrs Parsons and Mrs Crookdake

Carlisle District Crime and Disorder Strategic Partnership Group

Councillor Bloxham

Carlisle and Eden District Health Group

Councillor Knapton

Carlisle Education Business Partnership 

Councillor Mrs Bowman

Carlisle Educational Charity

Councillors Firth, Hendry, Mrs Mallinson and Tootle (all 4 year term of office expiring August 2008)

Carlisle Housing Association

Councillors Dodd, Hendry, Mrs E Mallinson and Mrs Prest

Carlisle Law Centre Management Committee

Councillor Knapton

Carlisle Leisure Limited Board

Councillors Mitchelson and Stevenson

Carlisle Police Sub-Division Community Liaison Committee

Councillor Dodd and Morton (Councillors Bloxham and Glover as substitutes)

Carlisle Sports Council

Councillor Knapton

City Centre Management Working Group

Councillor Mrs Bowman

Conservation Area Advisory Committee

Councillor Mrs Geddes

Croftlands Trust Management Committee

Councillor Mrs Parsons

Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association 

Councillors Firth, Mitchelson and Bloxham

Cumbria Community Legal Services Partnership

Councillor Earp

Cumbria Health and Wellbeing Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest (Councillor Boaden and Mrs Parsons - substitutes)

Cumbria Inward Investment Agency Limited

Councillor Mrs Bowman

Cumbria Playing Fields Association – Executive Committee

Councillor Weedall

Cumbria Strategic Partnership

Councillor Mitchelson (Councillor Firth - substitute)

Cumbria Waste Management Environment Trust – Carlisle and Eden Advisory Group

Councillor Bloxham

Currock Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Bradley, Glover and Im Thurn.

Denton Holme Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Atkinson, McDevitt and Mrs Southward

Drug and Alcohol Task Group

Councillor Mrs Parsons

East Cumbria Countryside Project

Councillors Mrs Crookdake and Earp

Elizabeth Fell Memorial Trust

Councillor Mrs Fisher

Friends of Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery

Councillor Mrs Fisher

Greystone Community Association

Councillor Patrick

Hadrians Wall Tourism Partnership

Councillor Knapton

Hadrians Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan Committee

Councillor Jefferson

Harraby Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Weber, Weedall and Mrs Rutherford

Kingmoor Joint Venture Company – Kingmoor Park Properties

Councillor Knapton

Local Authority World Heritage Forum

Councillor Jefferson

Local Economy Forum

Councillor Mrs Bowman

Local Government Association - General Assembly

Councillor Mitchelson (Councillor Firth - substitute)

Local Government Association - Rural Commission

Councillors Mitchelson and Jefferson

Local Government Association - Urban Commission

Councillors Firth and Bradley

Local Government Information Unit

Councillor Firth

Longtown Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Bloxham, C Bowman and Jefferson

Mary Hannah Almshouses Charity

Councillors Mrs Fisher, Toole (term of office expires July 2005) and C S Bowman (term of office expires February 2008)

Morton Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Aldersey, N Farmer and P Farmer

National Association of Councillors – Northern Branch

Councillor Mrs Geddes

National Parking Adjudication Service Joint Committee

Councillor Bloxham (Councillor Morton - substitute)

North Cumbria Technology College - Management Group

Councillors Mrs J Prest and Weedall

North Pennines Partnership of Local Authorities

Councillor Collier

North West Housing Forum

Councillor Bloxham

North West Local Government Association - Regional Assembly

Councillor Mitchelson (Councillor Firth substitute)

North West Local Authorities Employers Organisation

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Councillor C S Bowman - substitute)

Objective 2 and 3 Cumbria County Working Group

Councillor Mrs Bowman

Petteril Bank Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Mrs Crookdake, Mrs Martlew and Wilson

Quality Street Competition

Councillors Mrs Crookdake, Weedall and Mrs Parsons

Settle - Carlisle Railway Development Company

Councillor Mitchelson

Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Joint Advisory Committee

Councillor Collier

Stanwix Community Association

Councillor Mrs Geddes

West Coast Rail 250

Councillor Mitchelson

Yewdale Community Centre Management Committee

Councillors Hendry, Stothard and Warwick

2.  That it is noted that the following organisations to which appointments were made last year either no longer meet or no longer invite Councillor representation:-

Carlisle Tourism Executive Board;

Community Safety Forum;

Cumbria Tourist Board - AGM and General Council;

Fluoridation of Water Supplies Working Group;

Impact Housing Association;

Raffles Single Regeneration Budget Board;

3.  That it is noted that the Longtown Investment Partnership currently has Parish Councillor representation and City Council representation is not required.

4.  That Councillor Weedall be nominated to serve on Carlisle South Sure Start when the new constitution of that body is implemented.

5.  That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services be requested to check the position with regard to nominations to the following organisations:-

Carlisle Care and Repair - Hanover Housing Association;

Voluntary Action Cumbria.

Reasons for Decision

To make the nominations for Councillors to serve on outside bodies.

EX.100/05
CUMBRIA SUPPORTING PEOPLE STRATEGY 2005-10 (non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager submitted Report EPS.14/05 enclosing a copy of the Cumbria Supporting People Five Year Strategy 2005-2010.  Supporting People is a Government initiative that aims to allow those who have support needs to be able to access appropriate help and support to enable them to live independently in a safe, secure environment.  The County Council is the Administering Authority for the overall programme and holds the supporting people grant for the County.  Decisions relating to the overall programme are made by the Commissioning Body that has representatives from all partners (Local Authorities, Health and Probation).

The five year strategy provides information about local need within the County for support services and the strategic objectives for the supporting people programme.  It provides a framework for the planning, development and funding of future support services which account for housing, social care, health and other needs.

The submitted Strategy links in to the Carlisle City Partnership's Housing Strategy in terms of dealing with vulnerable people and those in need of support.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Cumbria Supporting People Strategy 2005-10 be endorsed and it is noted that the Strategy links in to the Carlisle City Partnership's Housing Strategy in terms of dealing with vulnerable people and those in need of support.

Reasons for Decision

The Cumbria Supporting People Strategy will link with the Carlisle City Partnership's Housing Strategy enabling partnership working covering this area to be taken forward.

EX.101/05
MUSIC IN THE CATHEDRAL SOCIETY – GRANT REQUEST (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

The Head of Economic and Community Development submitted Report ECD.3/05 concerning an application for grant assistance of £2,000 from the Music in the Cathedral Society towards the cost of staging the Carlisle International Summer Festival from 9 to 16 July 2005.

The application met the criteria for the award of a grant and it was considered that the festival makes a significant contribution to the cultural life of the City in a way that no other event does.

The Festival costs approximately £37,500 to stage and all organisational and administrative work is done on a voluntary basis.

The Arts Development Officer has an input into the organisation of the event and contributes £500 from the Arts Budget.

Councillor Knapton, Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder, considered that this event was worthy of support and that the events were intended to form part of a month long festival of cultural events in Carlisle.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That a grant of £2,000 from the Grants for Leisure Budget be awarded to the Music in the Cathedral Society towards the cost of staging the Carlisle International Summer Festival.

Reasons for Decision

The award of a grant will help ensure the success of this event, unique in Cumbria, and enhance the Council's contribution to the development of cultural and artistic diversity in the City.

EX.102/05
JANUARY FLOOD – EMERGENCY PLANNING REVIEW (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter

The Overview and Scrutiny Manager submitted Report OS.2/05 summarising the debrief process and its outcomes in relation to the City Council's Emergency Planning responsibilities following the flooding in January 2005.

A number of de-briefing sessions had been held at Officer level within the Council and with the Government Office North West resulting in an Action Plan being drawn up.  A copy of the Action Plan was appended to the report including an update of progress on the various actions required.  Whilst most actions could be delivered within existing resources, any that required additional funding would be dealt with through the normal Business Planning process.  The Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee would be requested to monitor the Action Plan's implementation and a further report on progress would be submitted to that Committee in the autumn.

The Government Office North West was leading on a multi-agency de-brief and would be producing an overall report which would be reported to Members as soon as it is available.

It was clear from the various de-brief sessions that the City Council's response is highly regarded by partner agencies and that City Council staff had responded magnificently in very difficult circumstances.

Councillor Geddes, Corporate Resources Portfolio Holder, reported that she had been involved in the review and Action Plan and was satisfied that the areas where lessons could be learned had been included for action.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  
That the Executive notes the review which has taken place and the Action Plan be endorsed.

2.
That it is noted that the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee will also be receiving the report on 16 June 2005 and would monitor implementation of the Action Plan.

Reasons for Decision

Members noted the outcome of the review and agreed arrangements for the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee to monitor progress with the Action Plan.

EX.103/05
REPLACEMENT OF IT SERVER AT BRAMPTON BUSINESS 



CENTRE AND TELE CENTRE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

The Head of Economic and Community Development submitted Report ECD.04/05 seeking approval to the release of funding from the Renewals Budget for the replacement of the IT server at Brampton Business Centre and Tele Centre.

The item had erroneously been included in the Renewals Budget for replacement in 2013/14 rather than 2003/04.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive recommends the City Council to approve the release of £11,642 from the Renewals Reserve to fund the replacement of the IT Server at Brampton Business Centre and Tele Centre.

Reasons for Decision

A new server is required to replace the current obsolete piece of equipment and to ensure business continuity.  Should the present equipment fail, it will result in considerable down time and a loss of data including students course work.

EX.104/05
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE –



DOCTORS' SURGERY DEVELOPMENT AT MOOR ROAD,



LONGTOWN (Non-Key Decision)

Councillors Geddes and Jefferson declared personal interests in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct as they had relatives who lived in Longtown who may be on the register of the Doctors involved in the proposed development.  The Councillors remained in the meeting room but took no part in the debate on this item and did not vote.

Portfolio
Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

The Head of Property Services submitted Report PS.07/05 detailing a proposed scheme to develop land owned by the City Council at Moor Road, Longtown, currently used as public open space, as a medical practice.

The proposal was for two medical practices in Longtown to merge as one and locate to a site amounting to 0.25 hectares at Moor Road, Longtown about half a mile east of Longtown Centre.

The site was currently designated in the Local Plan as open space, but this has been changed in the deposit draft Local Plan to a health centre.

Consultation had been undertaken with the Parish and Ward Councillors, the Longtown Market Town Initiative and local residents up to a radius of 0.25km of the site.  The feedback received so far has been positive, with community support for the medical practice which is seen as providing a beneficial service.  There have been no negative comments.

Subject to the Executive agreeing to the proposal in principle, it would be necessary to formally advertise the disposal in accordance with the terms of the Local Government Act 1972.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  
That the site at Moor Road, Longtown be declared surplus to requirements as it is no longer required for public open space.

2.  
That the site be disposed of on the basis of a long leasehold on final terms to be agreed for the development of a medical practice, subject to the statutory advertisement procedures being first complied with and any objections received being considered by the Executive before a final decision is made.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive considered that the disposal of the land at Longtown to be used as a medical practice would provide a beneficial service for the people of Longtown.

EX.105/05
PROPOSED TRANSFER OF TALKIN TARN ESTATE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Head of Property Services submitted Report PS.06/05 updating the Executive on the position with regard to the proposed transfer of the Talkin Tarn Estate from the County Council to the City Council.

The City Council had agreed to proceed with the transfer, subject to further consideration of the blue-green algae problem and the business case.

Further advice on the blue-green algae problem has concluded that, whilst it was unlikely the algae can be fully eradicated, it could be managed and controlled.  The County Council have indicated that they are prepared, for a period of two years, to share the cost of any risks arising from the algae on a 50/50 basis.  There was also the possibility of grant aid through the Cumbria Waste Environmental Trust to assist in dealing with the algae issue.

Based on the specification outlined in the Business Case for Talkin Tarn, the scheme costs had been estimated and costed by external architects and quantity surveyors to "Work Stage C."  This could be considered to be a reasonable approximation of accuracy.  A more precise and certain steer could be obtained if costs were assessed to "Work Stage G," which is equivalent to a pre-tender estimate.  This should now be undertaken to strengthen the business case for the project.

A further detailed report was being prepared for the Executive meeting on 4 July 2005.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the updated position be noted and a further report be submitted to the Executive at its meeting on 4 July 2005.

Reasons for Decision

Members received an update on the position regarding the proposed transfer of Talkin Tarn and will receive a further detailed report at the 4 July 2005 Executive meeting.

EX.106/05
CUMBRIA VISION – PROPOSAL TO INTEGRATE DELIVERY



ARRANGEMENTS (Non-Key Decision)

Councillor Mitchelson, had declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct as he was to become an Local Authority Member of Cumbria Vision with effect from 14 June 2005.  Councillor Mitchelson remained in the chair and contributed to the debate on this item.

Portfolio
Promoting Carlisle

Subject Matter

Dr Gooding, Executive Director submitted Report CE.11/05 enclosing correspondence from the North West Regional Development Agency (NWDA) dated 12 May 2005 consulting the City Council on proposals to merge their Cumbria team with West Lakes Renaissance (WLR), Rural Regeneration Cumbria (RRC) and Cumbria Vision.  The aim of the merger was to ensure more effective integration of economic development and regeneration activity across Cumbria.

The NWDA had invited comments by 3 June 2005.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Town Clerk and Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader, be requested to submit the following response to the NWDA on behalf of the Executive:-

(i)  There are grave concerns as to how the consultation process has been conducted by the NWDA, which has left little time for a full and proper discussion to be undertaken by Members and Senior Officers, making the deadline of 3 June 2005 unrealistic and unhelpful.

(ii)  Clarity is sought from the NWDA regarding the 'Governance/Company Structure' and 'Organisational Arrangements' as set out in the 'proposal for discussion' document accompanying the NWDA's consultation letter.

(iii)  Despite the concerns outlined above, Carlisle City Council welcomes the recognition of its inclusion into a single regeneration company which, once established, will serve the whole of Cumbria.

(iv)  That clarity be sought on the relationship between Cumbria Vision and the Cumbria Strategic Partnership;

(v)  That an assurance be sought over the accountable body arrangements given that Cumbria County Council will be acting as the Accountable Body for 'Cumbria Vision Company.'  There needs to be an assurance that there is a separation between the day to day management of staff and the decisions taken by the company, which should not be linked in any way to the County Council.

(vi)  Whilst the City Council welcomes the inclusion of the urban part of Carlisle into Cumbria Vision, clarification is sought that extra resources will be available to Cumbria Vision to accommodate the inclusion of Carlisle.

(vii)  That the City Council seeks assurances that funding and focus for urban and rural regeneration will be protected.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the consultation from the NWDA.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in the Paragraph numbers (as indicated in each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

EX.107/05
CONTRACT WITH CARLISLE HOUSING ASSOCIATION –



UPDATE (Key Decision)

(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager submitted Report EPS.19/05 concerning a request from the Carlisle Housing Association to alter the improvement programme to their housing stock as a result of a further stock condition survey undertaken since the transfer and the impact of the number of Right to Buy sales.

The changes proposed were as follows:-

Original Improvement Proposals

Kitchens - 2,500

Extractor Fans - 4,500

Bathrooms - 4,000

Front and rear doors - 4,000

Revised Improvement Proposals

Kitchens - 2,800

Extractor Fans - 4,500

Bathrooms - 2,400

Front and rear doors - 5,500

Details of consultation carried out with tenants by the Carlisle Housing Association were reported.  The Association had agreed to include details of their proposals in their newsletter to tenants and residents during early summer and an extract from their newsletter was submitted.  Every tenant and resident had the opportunity to provide direct feedback to the Association about the proposed changes.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That approval be given to the changes needed within the contract documentation to enable the revised Carlisle Housing Association refurbishment programme to be taken forward, subject to any outstanding legal and financial issues being finalised, in consultation with the Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio Holder.

Reasons for Decision

The decision allows for amendments to the contract documentation to be made subject to the legal and financial issues being finalised and for Carlisle Housing Association to continue to refurbish their properties for the benefit of tenants and residents.

EX.108/05
LOCAL HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY – AWARD OF



CONTRACT (Non-Key Decision)



(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 10 of Part 1



of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio
Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

The Housing Services and Health Partnerships Manager submitted Report EPS.22/05 detailing the tender process carried out to enable the Private Sector House Condition Survey to be undertaken.

Four tenders had been received and details of their evaluation against a cost/quality matrix was submitted.  The successful tender had been submitted by PPS, which was lowest on price as well as quality.  Under the circumstances, Officers had delegated power to award the contract.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive endorses awarding the contract to PPS, being the most economically advantageous tender received.

Reasons for Decision

The tender was awarded to the organisation which had submitted the most economically advantageous tender.  The award of the tender will enable work to be undertaken on the Local House Condition Survey.

(The meeting ended at 2.35pm)

