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Summary:-  

This report gives an update on the current position regarding applications under the Licensing Act 2003.

Recommendation:-

Members are requested to note the information.

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager  

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:-  Nil

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing Committee on 13th September 2006

This report is presented to give an update on the current position under the Licensing Act 2003.

Background

1.1 The Licensing Act 2003 took effect on 24th November 2005 and this Council had issued all licences by the end of February 2006. 

1.2 During 2006 there has been a run of variation applications as premises have been consolidating their positions in the entertainment market place.  We now appear to have reached a position where variations are down to about two per month, with transfers and changes of Designated Premises Supervisor becoming the more common application.  Temporary Event Notices (TEN’s) have continued during the summer months with many villages/communities taking advantage of this ‘non bureaucratic’ method of holding an event.  Many of the larger entertainment venues also used TEN’s as a means of extending their hours during the World Cup Final.

Application figures – as at 5th September 2006
2.1 
Personal Licences 

Applications received – 639

Licences issued - 639

2.2

Premises Licences

With alcohol

Applications received – 355

Licences issued – 355

Without alcohol

Applications received – 76

Licences issued - 76

2.3

Club Premises Certificate

With alcohol

Applications received – 26

Licences issued – 26

Without alcohol

Applications received – 0

Licences issued – 0

2.4 Temporary Event Notices

Notices received - 172

Notices acknowledged – 172

Notices refused - 2
2.5 Variations of licences – Includes change of DPS, variation of hours, transfers etc.

Pending applications – 6

National Response

3.1 Anecdotal evidence would suggest that some authorities have still not issued licences to all of the original conversion applicants.  This is as a result of shear numbers of applications, along with appeals to the Licensing Justices where the application could not be determined in the statutory time.

Cumbria Response

4.1 Only one of the Cumbrian authorities have outstanding applications and they expect to complete them in the near future.

Current position

5.1 
The licensing section has consolidated their position with licence issues and is carrying out internal checks to ensure that applications have been dealt with appropriately.

5.2 A joint inspection and enforcement regime with the local responsible authorities has been under discussion for some months.  This will ensure ‘joined up’ working and demonstrate a consistent approach to the licensed trade. Members of the north west region of the Institute of Licensing are formulating a joint inspection template to ensure consistency around the region.

OPTIONS

Members are asked to note the current position.

Prepared by 

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager





