
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 28 AUGUST 2007


EX.203/07
CASTLE STREET PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (Key Decision)

(With the consent of the Chairman and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item had been included on the agenda as a key decision although not in the Forward Plan)

Portfolio - Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter - The Director of Community Services submitted Report CS.61/07 outlining proposed improvements to Castle Street, to take place as part of the Castle Street Public Realm Improvement Project, with better management of traffic and parking and improvements to major pedestrian access routes to the areas. 

The Director reminded Members that the City Council had approved the Carlisle Renaissance Development Framework and associated Policy.  This provided an important first step in delivering Public Realm improvements in the historic core.

The Executive on 30 July 2007 (EX.187/07) had considered a reference back from the Council on the funding allocation of £840,000 from Capital Reserves (funded from Local Authority Business Grant Initiative grant).  The Council had referred it back to ensure that the proper process was initiated and followed that would enable all Members of the City Council and prospective partners to be fully informed of this and future Carlisle Renaissance initiatives.  

The Executive on 30 July 2007 had suggested that an Overview and Scrutiny workshop session be held to involve Members in the development of the scheme.  A workshop session involving Members of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been held on 13 August 2007 and the key issues raised at that meeting were submitted as part of the Director's report.  The Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee attended the meeting and summarised some of the issues raised by members, including, an enthusiasm to restrict parking and remove traffic from that area and a concern that there needed to be consultation with residents and businesses in the area on the Scheme.

The Director then outlined the scheme proposals which included:

(a) re-paving of footways/road surfacing; 

(b) traffic management and reduced parking provision; and

(c) pedestrian access.

The Director then highlighted the implementation issues, outlined the scheme programme and provided a detailed breakdown of cost estimates for various aspects of the Scheme.  The project, funded by the £840,000 LABGI allocation would provide a visible statement of intent by the Council and would complement works currently progressing on the Cathedral and a major retailer.

In response to a Member's questions about consultation on the Scheme, the Director of Community Services advised that subject to approval by the Executive, the Council and County Council Carlisle Local Area Committee, a full consultation would be held with residents and businesses in that area before a final scheme was reported back to the Executive for approval.

The Environment and Infrastructure and the Promoting Carlisle portfolio holders highlighted the importance of the Project in enhancing and developing the historic core.  They stressed that the drawings and proposals in the report were indicative and gave a flavour of the features which may be incorporated in the final scheme.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

(1) The Executive approves in principle the basic outline of the project, as set out in Report CS.61/07, and refers it to the Capital Projects Board for approval, prior to the Executive approving the final scheme. 

(2) The Executive asks the City Council to allocate the £840,000 allocation to this project.

(3) The Executive asks the County Council Local Committee to enter into an agreement to enable the City Council to progress this project.

Reasons for Decision - The completion of the Castle Street Public Realm Improvement Project would provide a tangeable statement of intent by the Council and set the standards it wants for the historic core of the City.
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