
1.
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

Strengthening the City’s economy to create new employment opportunities is one of the central objectives of the renaissance agenda.  We have recently received funding from the NWDA to start work on a new Economic Strategy for the Carlisle city-region. Through the Carlisle local Strategic Partnership (LSP) we have directly engaged with a number of the City’s business leaders in shaping both the brief for this work and in overseeing its outcomes. We are well aware of the challenges facing the Carlisle economy and it is vital that this work enables to direct our activities to stimulating economic growth. 

In August we will be submitting a detailed application for £1m of funding from the Northwest Development Agency (NWDA) to support a package of economic measures this year which will include projects to; help those people out of work to get back into the labour market, to support new business start-ups and to develop the City’s visitor economy. This is just the beginning and we are confident we will be able to secure further external funding to support economic development in the future.

The introduction of Late Night Shopping in the City Centre has been a quick win in terms of stimulating the evening economy. The number of retailers participating continues to grow, with evidence of a steady increase in takings and footfall being reported. We have also extended Tullie House opening hours and we will continue to support marketing and other activities. 

Work on the Development Framework & Movement Strategy is progressing and the next stage of public consultation is provisionally planned for mid September in parallel with statutory consultation on the Local Plan. This next stage will outline more detailed proposals for ‘character areas’ within the City Centre, options for schemes in the Rickergate and Viaduct Estate Road areas and priorities for improvements to the movement infrastructure.  Arrangements are in hand for a special briefing for all Councillors.

We are of course undertaking this process within a period of significant change within Carlisle. We are actively considering ways to support Cumbria County Council with the Carlisle Northern Development Route (CNDR).  The review of Secondary Schools is ongoing and it will be some time before a clear picture emerges concerning the pattern of future provision. Similarly, the position with regard to the University of Cumbria and its pattern of provision within Carlisle is still to emerge in any detail. 

An Accommodation Project Board, led by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services, has been established to take forward our review of operational accommodation, including the future of the Civic Centre. We are also participating in a wider assessment of operational property requirements with the County Council and other public sector bodies as part of the shared services agenda. Furthermore an agreement has now been reached between public sector occupiers in the Rickergate area to work together to support the regeneration of this part of the City Centre. 

2. CARLISLE FOCUS 

Carlisle Focus won a commendation in the Good Communications Award 2006 (Council publication - design category).  The winner was the Stockport Reporter and the runner-up was Hillingdon People.

The judges said about Carlisle Focus: "Strong cover and masthead designs. We also liked the use of colour taken from the cover and the section navigation is very clear as are the contents.  Good use of imagery throughout to bring articles to life.  And the District identity is reinforced throughout the article headings, which creates a strong message."

These awards recognise excellence in public sector communications and joined up government.

3. CARLISLE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

The City Council hosted a reception to celebrate league winners, Carlisle United Football Club’s promotion to the Second Division of the Football League.  

Carlisle United officials, management and players attended the event and fans gathered outside the Civic Centre to see their players arrive and to share in their success.

4. JAPANESE VISITORS

Two Japanese Local Government Officers visited Carlisle to expand their knowledge and understanding of other Government systems and approaches. Their four day visit included: visiting projects, attending meetings and meeting key people in Local Government to find out more about individual roles and partnership working.

They also met with the Mayor, Senior Council Members and staff to get an overview of how the City is addressing its current challenges.

5 NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT 

Teams from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales competed in the prestigious British Isles Bowls Team Championship at Wigton Bowling Club.

More than 200 players and officials as well as hundreds of supporters stayed in accommodation in the Carlisle area, at end of June, providing a major boost to the area’s economy.

The event was sponsored by the North West Development Agency with the support from the City Council who are both aiming to bring ‘Sporting Excellence’ to the region.

6. EVENTS

Pirelli Rally

The Carlisle stage of the Pirelli International Rally was on Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 May.  It provided a £1 million boost to the local economy.  Local Hotels and Guest Houses were almost fully booked up during the event.


Carlisle International Summer Festival

The Carlisle International Summer Festival is being held from Friday 07 to Saturday 15 July.  Venues include Carlisle Cathedral and St. Cuthberts Church.  The festival will include some of the world’s best musicians.


Festival Of Nations

A two-day Festival of Nation’s weekend is being held on Saturday 08 and Sunday 09 July between 11am to 4.00pm each day.

On Saturday 09 July there will be performances from:

Kakatsitsi Ghanian Drummers

Auf Wiedersehen Set Bavarian Band

Apu Peruvian Band 

Polonez Polish Dancers

On Sunday 10 July there will be performances from:

MacUmba – Bagpipes and Rhumba Rhythms

Fagan School of Irish Dance

Steel Tempo Steel Band

Clog Dancers

Chinese Lion


Brampton Live 

From Friday 21 to Sunday 23 July the North of England’s biggest folk and roots music festival will be staged at William Howard School, Brampton with appearances from around 40 different acts.


Pop2the Park
This years Pop2thepark is being held in Bitts park on Sunday 06 August from 2pm – 6pm.  Top of the bill will be the Sugababes.  Carlisle’s Roxanne Pallette will also be giving a guest performance.  Tickets are now available from the Sands Centre priced at £12.50 in advance or £15.00 on the day.

Fireshow

This years Fireshow will be held on Saturday 04 November in Bitts Park at 7p,m,

7. TOWN TWINNING
This years Town Twinning visit will be held in Slupsk form 02 – 06 August .  The civic visit again coincides with the Annual Youth Exchange, which is also taking part in Slupsk.

8.
LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 

This years Local Democracy Week is 16 – 20 October and the theme is “Take Part, Take Power” which is aimed to help make Councils more relevant and useful to Young People.  Events planned so far are Young Mayor Event for primary schools and a Political Speed-Dating Event aimed at Secondary Schools.
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