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Title:
BITTS PARK - PLAYUNIT FOR CHILDREN OF ALL ABILITIES

Report of:
HEAD OF CULTURE, LEISURE & SPORTS SERVICES

Report reference:
CLS 2/04

Summary: 

To inform members of progress on the project to install a playunit suitable for children of all abilities in Bitts Park playarea

Recommendations:

Members agree to award the contract to the tenderer of the most favoured scheme rather than the lowest in accordance with 7.3 (i) of the Constitution 

Contact Officer:
Elizabeth Allnutt
Ext:
 7367

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1 Part 3 of The Disability Discrimination Act comes into force in October 2004 and deals with the provision of Leisure Services including playareas. 

1.2 Swings for children with disabilities were installed in the park in January 2000 and the extension of these facilities to include other play experiences eg sliding, climbing has long been recognised as desirable.

The proposed interactive water feature for Bitts Park playarea has also been designed to be suitable for children of all abilities.

The playarea strategy - programme for improvements, listed the provision of a specialist unit in Bitts Park to be provided in 2003/4.

1.3 Tenders were invited for the provision of a new inclusive playunit suitable for children of all abilities in Bitts Park with an upper price limit of £26,000. A specific design brief was sent closely detailing features which were to be included to encourage able-bodied children and children with disabilities to play alongside each other. Two play equipment manufacturers submitted one scheme each and two other manufacturers submitted two schemes each at different prices, one within the tender price and one at a higher price. This made six schemes in all. 

One of the schemes was immediately eliminated as it did not meet the requirements of the design brief. This scheme included a separate swing and play house which had not been specified and did not include rubber impact absorbing safety surfacing which was an essential part of the brief. 

The other five schemes were presented to Carlisle Play For All (CPFA), the local group concerned with the provision of play facilities for children with disabilities, for their comments and approval. Only one scheme fulfilled all the requirements of the brief and was the preferred option of CPFA. The schemes were briefly as follows:

Manufacturer A

· Scheme 1 – Within budget, but caters only for children with disabilities

· Scheme 2 – Over budget by £10,092. Has distinct areas for able-bodied children and children with disabilities  and would not encourage inclusive play

Manufacturer B

· Scheme 1 – Within budget but does not meet many of the requirements of the design brief. Caters primarily for children with disabilities and would not encourage inclusive play. CPFA described it as “boring”

Manufacturer C

· Scheme 1 – Within budget, caters for inclusive play but does not fulfill all the requirements of the brief, in particular the provision of a wheel chair ramp which CPFA felt was essential

· Scheme 2 – Over budget by £2,398, but fulfills all the requirements of the brief and was the preferred option of CPFA

1.4 Manufacturer C Scheme 2 would be the best option for the City’s children and it is proposed that this tender is accepted despite it coming in over the price limit. The additional £2,398 would be found from within existing budgets

  2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.

CPFA had extensive input into the original design brief and were asked for their comments on the returned proposals as detailed above.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

Members agree to award the contract to the tenderer of the most favoured scheme rather than the lowest in accordance with 7.3 (i) of the Constitution
3. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To enable the most suitable playunit to be installed

4. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – None

· Financial – See body of report

· Legal – See body of report

· Corporate – The playarea contributes to the Green Flag status awarded to Bitts Park  and should be of good quality

· Risk Management – The playunit will be included in the annual risk assesment of all the City’s play equipment

· Equality Issues – The playunit will provide play facilities for children of all abilities

· Environmental – The provision of a new playunit will enhance the overall quality of the playarea and Bitts Park as a whole

· Crime and Disorder – The improvement of the playarea as a whole will contribute to the general development of children and young people who might  belong to groups representing  significant problems for crime and disorder.

· Impact on Customers – The playunit is an improvement to the playarea and should make a favourable impact on customers. It should also bring more visitors into the playarea and the park as a whole. 

MARK BEVERIDGE

Head of Culture, Leisure & Sports Services

EA/EA – 19.1.04
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