
CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP

The Carlisle Partnership continues to develop and is recognised both within the City and beyond at County, Regional and National levels as a strong voice for Carlisle.

The Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of partners who provide chairs for the priority groups. 

The following issues remain the key areas of concern for the four Priority Groups: -

Children & Young People

· Young people’s housing

The YMCA has submitted a planning application for alterations and additions to turn the Fisher St Building into a Young Peoples Foyer.

· Address non-participation specific to areas and groups.  Increase interaction with community other than as victims or perpetrators of crime (both real and perceived).  Replace negative peer pressure with positive role models.

· Improve the image of children and young people in the local media.
· Increase uptake of concessionary membership of Leisure facilities
Healthy Communities & Older People

· Smoking cessation

· Obesity - more active lifestyles

· Improved access to information and advice for older people in the increased take up of benefits by older people

· Communities for Health, Network.

Four Health network events have been held – the inaugural meeting at Brunton Park, and local events at Longtown, Belah and Raffles.

A very successful initiative to distribute “Winter Warmer” packs to older residents in Morton resulted in 500 households receiving torches, radios, advice leaflets, gloves etc.

Economic Development & Enterprise

· Preparation of an Economic Strategy for Carlisle.

The Economic Strategy development is approaching its final stages. It is due to be received by the Carlisle partnership Executive on 7 January.  It will then be taken through the relevant Council process in January/February/March. 

· Increased number of people moving from Incapacity Benefit into employment.

· Improved economic infrastructure.

Safer, Stronger Communities

· “PROP” Project (Carlisle & Eden CDRP Prolific Offenders Strategy) and its “Prevent and Deter Strand”.

· Carlisle and Eden Domestic Violence Working Group

There is increased interest in activities related to the “Stronger” theme, which has historically been overshadowed by the safer agenda led so competently by the police. It is hoped that by subtle restructuring of the stronger groups both at county and district level that the “stronger” agenda can be brought into greater prominence.

As the Partnership matures, business processes are developing. A reporting mechanism is under development, which will enable informally tracking of partnership activities and ultimately the measurement of partnership performance against our Community Plan Commitments.

The introduction of Covalent (the new Performance Management software) in the next few months will allow the generation of Partnership reports from Apr 08.

Milestones

· We continue to focus on raising the public profile of the partnership. The Spring Forum meeting will take place on the afternoon of 10 March at Tullie House.

· Economy: We will publish the Economic Strategy for Carlisle formally in mid 2008. The draft, which was published for consultation on 04 Oct until 13 Nov 2007 was well received and some very pertinent amendments have been incorporated. We are anxious to acknowledge the time and effort which respondents put into their comments and will be publishing the results of the analysis of the consultation. The plan will be sent for adoption by Lead Partners during the next three months.

· Children & Young People: A delivery group of City Council Officers and the YMCA Project Officer, will meet this month and form the core of a more widely based steering group to include further partners. The next Children’s Trust Locality Forum will be held at Tullie house on 18 March  as a joint venture between the Partnership and Children’s Services promoting the work of the Carlisle Locality planning Group and reporting on its activities and plans for the year which will include the progressive extension Of Local Delivery Platforms to Longtown and Brampton in February and Carlisle West in April/May.

· The Healthy Communities and Older People group: Bidding for the final tranche of up to £20k for “activity and healthy lifestyle” monies was opened up and some 24 projects are under consideration by the group.

Cumbria Local Area Agreement (LAA)

The Partnership is engaged fully in the CSP processes developing the “new style LAA” to go active in April 2008. 

Details have now become available and information is being presented to Partnership Groups and City Council Executive and Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

Cumbria Sustainable Community Plan

The partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the preparation of the above. Responses to the initial consultation on the Draft Strategy from the Partnership Executive and forum and the City Council Executive were despatched in late November. 

North West Chartered Institute of Public Relations PRIDE Awards

Carlisle City Council had a successful night in Manchester on 19 December, winning the following prizes:

Gold Award
Corporate Communications Category - Carlisle is cleaner than ever

This means that in this category we go forward to the 3rd Annual CIPR President's Grand Prix in Birmingham, on Thursday 6 March.  All of the gold award winners from each of the regional and national CIPR PRide Awards events from the 2007 Season will compete head to head on this national platform to see who will take the crown across each of the 22 PRide categories.  

Silver Award
Best Newspaper or Magazine - Carlisle Focus

Finalist
Best publication Category - How is my money spent? Council Tax leaflet

We also received a Certificate of Merit at the British Association of Communicators in Business, Northern Region Awards, in Bradford in November.  This was for Carlisle Focus, in the Magazine of the Year (up to four issues a year) category.

Save Lookaround Campaign  

Work has started on Carlisle City Council’s support for the ‘Save Lookaround’ Campaign.  This follows the resolution unanimously agreed at Full Council in November.  We have been talking with Border TV staff involved in the campaign to see how we can work together on this important issue.  A meeting has also taken place with Border TV’s Managing Director.

At this stage, we are waiting for Ofcom to announce that they will be consulting on the proposals to amalgamate Tyne Tees and Border TV’s news programmes into one programme, which would mean that coverage for Carlisle and the county could be reduced by two-thirds. 

Whilst there are restrictions on the Council's ability to organise and fund campaigns intended to persuade the public to hold a particular view under the local authority publicity Code, the Council is entitled to explain the reasons for the stance which it has resolved to take on this high profile issue and why it believes it is very important to the locality, and it will be publicising its position as widely as it can to the public and among other stakeholders in the coming weeks.
We are doing the following:

· A petition with supporting posters and leaflets is available in City Council buildings for people to sign. 

· Providing copies of the petition to have available to use.

· Creating a set of webpages on the City Council website which will link to the Save Lookaround Campaign’s site.  The pages will give all sides to the story but will very clearly state why Carlisle City Council strongly opposes these proposals.

· Create opportunities for Lookaround to be discussed and be on various agendas.

· Provide letters to the paper and press releases to state Carlisle City Council’s position on the issues as they occur.

· Use the intranet to get messages to staff.

· Keep Members and staff updated.

A meeting has been arranged, this month, with the management of Border TV so that the Leader of the Council, Cllr Mike Mitchelson, Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Enterprise, Cllr Marilyn Bowman and the Town Clerk and Chief Executive, Maggie Mooney can further discuss this issue and provide feedback from that meeting.

As soon as the consultation is announced, we will be looking for new opportunities to help to keep the campaign in the public eye. We are also liasing with other local authorities to establish a wider co-ordinated campaign.

Councillor M Mitchelson

Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder
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