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Summary:-  

This is an application to vary the Councils specification for Hackney Carriages/Private Hire vehicles to preclude those vehicles whose rear windows have excessively dark tints.

Recommendation:-

That the Licensing & Regulatory Panel considers the recommendation of a vehicle glass tint limit to be included in the Terms and Conditions attached to all relevant Licensed vehicles. 

Head of Environmental Protection Services  

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:-  LG (Misc. Prov) Act 1976 and RV (Construction & Use) Regs 1986

To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing & Regulatory Panel on 20th October 2004

History

Carlisle City Council is responsible for licensing Hackney Carriage vehicles as well as Private hire vehicles and there are some concerns at present regarding excessively tinted rear passenger windows of vehicles that may be purchased by taxi drivers in the future.

The concerns are that tinted glass restricts the driver’s vision, especially in dark conditions and may prevent drivers from seeing other road users or pedestrians (As per VOSA leaflet Appendix A).

There is also an issue that enforcement/Police officers will not be able to see into the rear of the vehicle and therefore cannot tell if passengers and in particular children are safe.

Tinted glass could put passengers as well as the driver at risk of assault and therefore it is believed that the passengers as well as the driver should be visible.

Vehicles with excessively tinted windows are not desirable for school runs in relation to the safety of children.

The Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) legislation dictates the levels of light that must pass through the windscreen and front side windows of all vehicles.   The rear passenger windows of vehicles are not covered by this legislation and therefore it is the responsibility of individual Councils to set a limit on the level of light that must be allowed through the rear passenger windows of all such vehicles.

Currently, rear window tints which in a Licensing Officers opinion are excessive would be referred to the Licensing and Regulatory Panel.  As a maximum level of tint has not been agreed by the Council this could lead to an appeal being lodged with the Magistrates Court.   The only advice given to drivers at present is in the form of a note located on the rear of the application form for a vehicle licence. (Appendix B)

 It is believed that setting an approved limit of tint on rear passenger windows of vehicles will ensure that operators/drivers will have no doubt as to what vehicles can be purchased as well as maintaining high safety standards within the fleet.

A tint meter has been purchased by the Licensing Office and officers have conducted tests on the rear windows of various makes of vehicles in garages in Carlisle.   As a result it is recommended that  the light transmitted through the rear windows of all relevant future licensed vehicles must not be less than 32% (Plus or minus 2% limits of machine)   This limit is fair as it not only allows a view of the rear interior of vehicles but allows a wide choice of vehicles that can be purchased by taxi drivers/operators.

Specialist vehicles such as Stretch Limousines will be exempt from this condition as these are hired by a customer who will already be aware of the tinted privacy glass fitted to these vehicles as standard. 

On 21st January 2004 this Panel approved an application to allow advertising on the rear screen of Hackney Carriages.  This in effect reduces the visibility looking into the vehicle, but the driver retains a clear view through his rear view mirror.  This approval does not extend to the rear side facing passenger windows.

Legislation

Section 47 and 48 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that a District Council may require any Hackney Carriage licensed by them to be of such design or appearance or bear such distinguishing marks as shall clearly identify it as a Hackney Carriage (Appendix ‘A’)

Road Vehicles (Construction & Use) Regulations 1986 as amended specify the minimum levels of light that must pass through the windscreen and front side windows.  The limits are:  Motor vehicles first used on or after 1 April 1985:   The light transmitted through the windscreen must be at least 75%.   The front side windows must allow at least 70% of light to be transmitted through them.

Options

a. Refuse the application 

b. Grant the application and set a tint maximum of 32% or such percentage as the Panel considers appropriate.

Prepared by F Watson

Licensing Officer





