COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, 27 APRIL 2004 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.77/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Farmer, Firth, Hendry, Jefferson, McMillan and Toole.

C.78/04
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings of the City Council held on 12 and 20 February and 2 and 8 March 2004 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

C.79/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover declared a personal interest, which was also prejudicial under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.71/04 Hostel Accommodation.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment by Supporting People.

Councillor Ms Watson declared a personal interest, which was also prejudicial under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Petition relating to the Sands Car Park.  She stated that her interest was as Branch Secretary of the PCS Union at the Rural Payments Agency.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest, which was also prejudicial in respect of Minute EX.71/04 Hostel Accommodation.  She stated that her interest was in respect of her membership of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.

Councillors Morton and Fisher declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the motion relating to Belah Community Centre.  They indicated that their interest was in respect of membership of the Management Committee of the Belah Community Centre.

Councillor Robinson declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minutes CROS.29/04 and IOS.46/04 relating to the Industrial Estate’s Policy Review.  He stated that his interest was as a Council tenant of an industrial estate site.  Councillor Robinson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of COS.60/04 and JMT.26/04 relating to Talkin Tarn.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his membership of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillors Collier and Mallinson (E) also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the above Minutes.  They stated that their interest was in respect of their membership of the Cumbria County Council.

C.80/04
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor
The Mayor announced that she had, together with a number of others, successfully abseiled down the side of the Civic Centre building earlier in the day and she asked any Member or Officer who had agreed to sponsor the abseil to submit their sponsor monies in a timely fashion.

(b) The Leader of the Council
The Leader congratulated staff in the Revenues and Benefits Unit on their collection rates.  He informed the Council that the Unit had exceeded their target and had collected 97% of Council Tax.  The Unit had also successfully collected 99.2% of the National Non-Domestic Rates which he felt would see the Unit in the top quartile of Authorities for collection.  He congratulated the Unit on a job well done.  

(c) Members of the Executive
(i)
Councillor Mrs Geddes informed the Council that the Legal Section had recently undergone its four year Lexcel Review which had taken the form of both an offsite and an onsite audit of their work.  She added that the Lexcel Accreditation was a quality mark of efficient practice and the Unit had retained its accreditation with no areas of non-conformity being identified.  The Council expressed its congratulations to the Legal Unit.

(ii)
Councillor Mrs Bowman reported the receipt of a letter from the North West Development Agency regarding previous reports relating to a potential overspend of the North West Development Agency.  She informed Members that she had now received a letter from the Chief Executive of the Development Agency, a copy of which she would circulate to all Members, in which the Chief Executive stated that he expected to complete the year 2003/04 within budget and without an overspend.

(d) The Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.81/04
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been received from members of the public.

C.82/04
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Ms Watson, having declared an interest, left the meeting.  

C.83/04
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

(a) Sands Car Park
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a Petition containing more than 30 signatures objecting to the change in designation of the Sands Car Park from a long-stay to a short-stay car park.

Mr Niven addressed the Council and informed Members that he was presenting the Petition on behalf of Members of the PCS Branch at Eden Bridge House.  He informed the meeting that the Sands Car Park had been used by staff at Eden Bridge House over a number of years and many of the staff who used the car park were low paid staff and should those staff choose to continue to park on the Sands Car Park, it would cost an additional £30 per month.  He added that if the increase in car park fees was being linked to a wide range of environmental measures for improvements in affordable public transport, then the proposals could be supported, but his Members felt that the change in designation of the Sands Car Park from a long-stay to a short-stay car park was a money-making venture at the expense of staff at Eden Bridge House many of whom lived outside the urban area and did not enjoy good public transport links.  He added that there was effectively no alternative for staff but to use their car to travel to work.  Staff at Eden Bridge House felt that the proposal would lead to a reduction in usage of the Sands Car Park and former users would look for alternative car parking.  Staff from the north and east of the City would also have to travel along Caldewgate in both directions before reaching the Devonshire Walk Car Park therefore adding to the traffic congestion or would find an alternative car park provided by a private company.  He added that female members of staff had reservations about using Devonshire Walk Car Park because of its secluded location away from busy areas of the City.

He also noted that City Council staff enjoyed free car parking at The Swifts which the City Council provided as a good employer.  

He did however feel that the Council should also look at the position of other employees who worked in the City Centre and should not increase car parking charges for City Centre employees until viable alternatives such as green transport plans, appropriate public transport provision etc was in place.

(b)
Report on Sands Car Park Petition

Councillor Bloxham presented Report CTS.6/04 prepared by the Head of Commercial and Technical Services responding to the Petition from staff employed at Eden Bridge House objecting to the recent change in status of the Sands Car Park from a long-stay to a short-stay Car Park.  Councillor Bloxham outlined the reasons for the change in status, the consultations, which had been carried out on the proposal and the relationship between the proposal and the Local Transport Plan.  Councillor Bloxham agreed that in conjunction with the Head of Commercial and Technical Services he would keep the situation with regard to usage of the Sands Car Park under review over the coming months and should it be necessary he would progress any further changes in the designation of the car park.

After some discussion, it was

RESOLVED – (1) That Mr Niven be thanked for attending the meeting and presenting his Petition.

(2) That the Executive be asked to consider the issues raised by the Petitioners and a copy of the Head of Commercial and Technical Services’ Report CTS.6/04 be referred to the next meeting of the Executive.

C.84/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Watson then returned to the meeting.

C.85/04
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.

C.86/04
THE EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 1, 8 and 29 March and 5 April 2004.  Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holder on details of the above Minutes.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 1, 8 and 29 March and 5 April 2004 be received.

C.87/04
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of Reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:-


(i)
Health and Community Activities


(ii)
Corporate Resources


(iii)
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources


(iv)
Promoting Carlisle


(v)
Economic Prosperity


(vi)
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports.  

RESOLVED – (1) That the Reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That the reference in the Report submitted by Councillor Firth to the Council’s partnerships at Kingmoor Park and The Lanes be noted and Councillor Firth provide all Members of the City Council with written details of how much those two initiatives have earned the City in the time that they have been in operation ie 5 years of Kingmoor Park and 20 years since the first phase of The Lanes was opened.

C.88/04
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Dodd moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 11 March 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Dodd also moved the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 11 March 2004 together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(2) That Councillor Jefferson submit a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Ms Martlew with regard to the present position relating to the Accountable Body Status of the Sure Start Project.

(b) Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 18 and 30 March 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 18 and 30 March 2004 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Guest moved the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 19 February 2004 and Councillor Mallinson (J) moved the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 1 April 2004.  The Minutes were seconded.  Councillor Mallinson (J) also presented the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 19 February and 1 April 2004 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d) Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 4 March 2004 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 4 March 2004 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.89/04
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded by Councillor Parsons that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 25 February and 31 March 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 25 February and 31 March 2004 be received and adopted.

C.90/04
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 13 February, 24 and 26 March 2004 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 13 February 24 and 26 March 2004 be received and adopted.

C.91/04
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Stothard moved the Minutes of Appeals Panel No 1 held on 22 March 2004.  Councillor Dodd moved the Minutes of the meeting of Appeals Panel No 2 held on 25 and 31 March 2004.  The Minutes were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Appeals Panels held on 22, 25 and 31 March 2004 be received and adopted.

C.92/04
NOTICE OF MOTION – BELAH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Bowditch:-

“It be agreed that, subject to the agreement of the Funding Partners being 

obtained to the Project, the City Council agrees to support and fund the modernisation of Belah Community Centre.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Watson (R).  

Councillor Knapton moved an amendment to the above Motion that:-

The motion be amended by the deletion of the words “and fund” from the 

second line and, the addition of the following words after “centre”, “by jointly 

funding a Business Plan and being a funding partner.”

Councillor Bowditch accepted Councillor Knapton’s amendment and following voting thereon, the substantive motion of Councillor Bowditch as amended by Councillor Knapton and as set out below was AGREED:-


“It be agreed that, subject to the agreement of the Funding Partners being obtained to the Project, the City Council agrees to support the modernisation of Belah Community Centre by jointly funding a Business Plan and being a Funding Partner.”

C.93/04
URGENT ITEM OF BUSINESS

The Mayor agreed to accept the following item as an urgent item of business to enable the City Council to express its support for Carlisle United Football Club in its centenary year.

C.94/04
NOTICE OF MOTION – CARLISLE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB

The Mayor reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Atkinson.


“This Council congratulates Carlisle United on its centenary year and recognises the contribution the Football Club has made to the wellbeing of the City and County over the last 100 years.


In recognising the problems the Club has faced over recent years, the Council agrees to explore how it can work in partnership for the mutual benefit of Club and community.


The Council extends its support and best wishes to the Team and wishes them success in the last two games of the season”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Scarborough.

Following some discussion and contributions from a number of Members, the Motion of Councillor Atkinson, as set out above, was unanimously AGREED by the City Council.

C.95/04
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i) EX.36/04 Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.36/04 and IOS.42/04, consideration was given to a Report of the Head of Planning Services regarding the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan.  The Executive and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee had resolved that the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan fulfilled the Council’s statutory obligation to produce a Management Plan and recommended its adoption by the City Council.  Councillor Mitchelson moved Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was:

AGREED – That the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2004-2009 as attached to report P.26/04 be adopted by the City Council.

(ii) EX.53/04 Arrangements in respect of the Annual Council Meeting
Pursuant to Minute EX.53/04 and CROS.41/04(a), consideration was given to Report LDS.6/04 regarding arrangements in respect of the Annual Council Meeting.  The Executive had recommended that no action should be taken in the matter with the format of the Annual Council Meeting in both its procedural and ceremonial aspects being maintained, subject to the need for the appointments to outside bodies being submitted to that meeting being reviewed.  The Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee had also resolved that no action should be taken in the matter and the format of the Annual Council Meeting in both its procedural and ceremonial aspects being maintained.  Councillor Mitchelson moved Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was:-

AGREED – That Council take no action with regard to arrangements in respect of the Annual Council Meeting and the present format of the Annual Council Meeting in both its procedural and ceremonial aspects being maintained subject to the need for the appointments to outside bodies being submitted to that meeting being reviewed.

(iii) EX.66/04 Development Brief – Former Carlisle Engineering Site, Wakefield Road

Pursuant to Minute EX.66/04, consideration was given to a reference from the Executive regarding a Development Brief for the Carlisle Engineering site at Wakefield Road/Lowry Hill, Carlisle.  The Executive had recommended that the Draft Development Brief for the Carlisle Engineering Site be agreed and forwarded to the City Council for adoption as Supplementary Planning Guidance.  Councillor Mitchelson moved Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was:-

AGREED – That the Development Brief for the former Carlisle Engineering site at Wakefield Road, as attached to Report P.27/04, be adopted by the City Council as Supplementary Planning Guidance.

(iv) EX.68/04 North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.68/04, consideration was given to a reference from the Executive regarding the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan.  The Executive had recommended that the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2004-09 be agreed as fulfilling the Council’s statutory obligation to produce a Management Plan and that the Management Plan be forwarded to the City Council for adoption.  Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was:-

AGREED – That the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2004-09 as attached to Report P.25/04 be adopted by the City Council.

C.96/04
POST FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH MATTERS SUBJECT REVIEW/INQUIRY FINAL REPORT

Pursuant to Minute COS.66/04 consideration was given to the final report of the subject review of the post Foot and Mouth disease environmental and health matters which had been referred to Council from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  

Councillor Mrs Mallinson paid tribute to Mr Mallinson the Overview and Scrutiny Manager for his work in collating the evidence and drafting the report and to the work of the Committee Clerks for the minutes which they had produced.  She highlighted in particular the Committee’s findings from the evidence and the recommendations, which were contained within the report.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson added that the report had been referred to the Executive and to the following agencies with a request that they respond to the findings contained therein Environment Agency, Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Department of Health, Carlisle & District Primary Care Trust, Eden Valley Primary Care Trust, North Cumbria Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Trust, Cumbria County Council, Rural Regeneration Cumbria.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved that the Council support the report and its findings.  Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the above motion.

RESOLVED – (1)  That the Council supports the report of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee as attached to report 02/04 on Post Food and Mouth Disease Environmental and Health Matters and support its findings.

(2) That the Council congratulates the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community for its work in producing the report.

C.97/04
REVISED STRATEGIC AUDIT PLAN FOR 2003/4 TO 2006/7, AUDIT PLAN 2004/05 AND PROPOSALS FOR VFM STUDIES


Pursuant to Minute CROS.48/04 consideration was given to Financial memo FS.58/03 setting out the Strategic Audit Plan for 2003/04 to 2006/7 and the Audit Plan for 2004/05 together with proposals for Value for Money Studies.


Councillor Mallinson (J) moved that the revised Strategic Audit Plan for 2003/04 to 2006/07as detailed within Financial memo FS.58/03(a) be formally adopted by the City Council in accordance with Article 4 Section 4.01(A) of the Constitution.


RESOLVED – That the revised Strategic Audit Plan for 2003/4 to 2006/7 as detailed within Financial memo FS.58/03(a) be formally adopted by the City Council in accordance with Article 4 Section 4.01(A) of the Constitution.


C.98/04
STATEMENT OF AUDITING STANDARDS (SAS) 610 AUDIT COMMISSION REPORT ON FINAL ACCOUNTS 2002/3


Pursuant to Minute CROS.37/04 consideration was given to report of the Head of Finance (FS.3/04) regarding the Statement of Auditing Standards (SAS) 610 report on the Council’s final accounts for 2002/03.  


Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED 


that the Statement of Auditing Standards (SAS) 610 Audit Commission Report on the Council’s final accounts for 2002/03 as attached to Report FS.3/04 be approved.


C.99/04
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2002/03 (AMENDED)



Consideration was given to a report of the Head of Finance (FS.4/04) on the amended statement of accounts for 2002/03 following the completion of the audit.  Members were informed that as the Statement of Auditing Standards (SAS) 610 Audit Commission Report on the final accounts for 2002/03 had been approved under the previous item, the Council was now able to approve the amended Statement of Accounts for 2002/03.  Members attention was drawn to the main changes to the statement of accounts.  Councillor Mitchelson moved Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED 

(i) that the amended statement of accounts for 2002/03 as attached to report FS.4/04 be approved.  

(ii) It  be noted that once the amended statements had been approved, the Audit Commission would issue their audit certificate and formal opinion on the accounts.


C.100/04
MINOR AUTHORITY GOVERNOR


Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded and 


AGREED that Councillor Ms Martlew be appointed as the minority Authority Governor to the governing body of the Inglewood Community Infant School.


C.101/04
COMMUNICATIONS


The Mayor reported the receipt from the commanding officer at the Kings Own Border Regiment of greetings to the City Council on St. George’s day.


The Mayor also requested an early response from members with regard to the laying up of the colours event on the 7 May 2004 to enable the regiment to obtain the necessary security clearance.


The meeting ended at 8:30 pm
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