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Flood Recovery Housing Program

The government grant of £1.5 million was given in April to aid the recovery program following the flooding emergency.  Under the program a number of work areas are being taken forward, including!

Private Sector - Condition Survey was commenced on the 9th August and the fieldwork for this survey has been completed with approximately 2000 surveys being done in the flood affected areas and the rest of the district.  The final survey report is expected by mid September.  The results of the survey will inform the planning of work programs for bringing properties up to decent homes standard.

Uninsured vulnerable properties are currently being visited and specifications for work being drawn up for those that require it are being undertaken.  

Energy Efficiency Measures - To date a number of works relating to energy efficiency measures have been carried out to properties in the flood affected areas.   These include installing cavity wall insulation, loft insulation, draft proofing and heat pumps.   Currently the work flood resilience pilot project is being tendered and properties within the rural areas affected by flooding selected for this project.

Waste Minimalisation

This is an issue which is beginning to gain more importance is being considered by the Countywide Strategic Waste Partnership, and within the council regarding waste collection.  We arranged a briefing for all council members for the 5th September, and hope that for all those that attended an awareness of the challenges faced has been increased.

There has been a series of visits to other authorities in recent weeks, the focus group is due to conclude its work shortly.  It is the intention of the executive to consider a detailed report at its next meeting, then Overview and Scrutiny will meet to look at the options and associated implications.  

Clean Neighborhood & Environment Act
The executive have considered an initial report setting out the powers being provided by local authorities over a range of important environmental issues.  A citizen’s panel are being invited to provide feedback on the importance of these issues.  The challenge now facing the council is how to manage and enforce these powers, this will be an important issue in the coming months.

Integrated Area Working

The introduction of this initiative was unfortunately disrupted by the January flood.  The area teams are now in place and beginning to have an impact on improving the local environment.  I know some members are becoming actively engaged with the teams and would encourage all members to do so, as the teams are only as good and effective as you allow them to be.

Flood Recovery

There are two aspects:-

a/
Many of the council assets damaged by the floods have been brought back into operation.


(
Bitts Park Pavilion and play facilities are open to the public.


(
John Street Hostel is now back in use.

(
Botcherby Community Centre is now in use.

(
Improvement works are being incorporated into the recovery works at Stoney Holme.

(
Finance Business Unit are back in the Civic Centre, and work has started to enable revenues and benefits to return to the ground floor.

b/
Implementation of the package of community works has started. 

(
A package of improvements to back lanes has been approved by the Joint Highway Group and works have already started in some areas.

(
The stock condition survey results should start to come through over the next few weeks, which will enable work programs to be defined and implemented.                                                                                                                       

(
Procurement of a pilot flood resilience project is underway.

(
Other environmental improvements in the flooded area have been agreed.

CHA

 A framework to ensure more effective communications with CHA has been established and more effective performance management arrangements put in place.  I as Portfolio Holder and the Chief Executive, along with officers on the council, met with the Chief Executive and the Chairman of Carlisle Housing, to discuss future working arrangements and monitoring procedures.  We hope that this will be a way of providing us with a continuous dialog with Carlisle Housing in the future.

M6 Extension Carlisle – Gretna

The public enquiry into this project is scheduled to commence on the 27th September and officers have been asked to submit a statement of support at this enquiry.

Development Control

1/
The findings of the 2005 Shopmobility Customer Survey have just been published.  The level of customer satisfaction with the scheme is extremely good, with 99% of respondents rating it as excellent or very good.  In addition there are some very complimentary comments from the users, many praising the Council in the highest possible terms for providing this service.

2/
The City Council has just received notification of the planning delivery grants for 2005/6, which amounts to £269,116.00.  The guidance accompanying the award requires the Council to spend at lease 25% of the grant on capital expenditure.  However, they also allow any grant not used in this financial year to be carried forward to 2006/7.

GIS

From the 24th August all staff and members with access to the Councils intranet, have access to a range of on line maps including ordnance survey maps, aerial photography, environmental agency flood maps and English Nature maps.  Those fortunate enough to access these maps will be able to zoom and pan around the maps and at the same time search for addresses.

Local Plan on Re-deposit

The re-deposit version of the Carlisle District Local Plan 2001 – 2016 is on deposit from the 8th August  to 16th September 2005 for both representations of support and objections.  The local planning enquiry is scheduled for February 2006.
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