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Title:
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE IMPROVEMENTS
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DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Report reference:
CS 63/06

Summary:

This report seeks the release of £50,000 which is the balance of the capital funding agreed in the 2006/7 budget.   This budget would be directed to environmental and access improvements along the River Petteril and Caldew.

Recommendations:

It is RECOMMENDED that the capital funding of £50,000 for Carlisle Renaissance Improvements to release to progress the initiatives set out in this report.

Contact Officer:
Michael Battersby
Ext:
 7325

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
As part of the Council budget for 2006/7 a capital allocation of £100,000 approved for Renaissance Improvements.   At its meeting on 25 September the Executive considered report CE 23/06 and released £50,000 of the capital budget to contribute to a package of economic initiatives incorporated within a North West Development Agency funding bid.   This report seeks the release of the balance to fund access and environmental improvements along the Caldew and Petteril river corridors.

1.2
The Council’s 3 Rivers Strategy and emerging priorities from the Carlisle Renaissance Movement Strategy clearly recognise the access benefits along both river corridors.   Indeed one of the transformational development sites at Caldew Riverside recognises the benefits of the river.

1.3
There are two initiatives which have been identified which would provide some improvements:-

(i) As part of the initial phase of the flood defence project improvements are 

being made upstream of Warwick Road on the River Petteril.   A wetland area is being created in Melbourne Park to provide more flood storage and the opportunity is being taken to gain community involvement in the design and interpretative features.   As part of the associated earthworks a cycle route is being proposed.   This would tie into cycle route improvements planned along the Petteril corridor by the County Council through a £300,000 allocation from the NWDA Land Reclamation programme.   This work is scheduled to commence on site in Spring 2007.

It is proposed that the Council commits £25,000 towards the cycle route through Melbourne Park and the associated wetland works and interpretative features.

(ii) One of the key strengths of attracting funding for the River Petteril was the 

production of a Masterplan for the river corridor which involved a wide range of partners.   It is proposed to contribute £25,000 to the production of a similar place for the River Caldew and to contribute to some minor improvements.   This is particularly timely in view of the flood defence works being planned along the Caldew when a planning application is anticipated late December/early January.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date – County Council, Environment Agency.

2.2 Consultation proposed – County Council, Environment Agency, English Nature, Carlisle Cycling Campaign, other access groups, Ward Members, Dalston Parish Council.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is RECOMMENDED that the capital funding of £50,000 for Carlisle Renaissance Improvements to release to progress the initiatives set out in this report.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

The current flood defence project and other investment opportunities provide the scope to achieve priorities within the 3 Rivers Strategy and priority movement improvements identified within Carlisle Renaissance.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –   This will be managed within existing resources.

· Financial –   The capital budget has been approved.   There is likely to be slippage of £15,000 into 2007/8.

· Legal –   N/A

· Corporate –   These initiatives make an important contribution to corporate priorities.

· Risk Management –   Existing partnership arrangements are in place to facilitate progress.   The timing of some expenditure is linked to other infrastructure works not in Council control.   

· Equality Issues –   The design of the works will accommodate features to enable access for people with a range of disabilities.

· Environmental –   The environmental improvements and better cycle/pedestrian routes create positive beneficial impacts.

· Crime and Disorder –   The works in Melbourne Park have been designed in conjunction with the Police Architectural Liaison Officer.   Improvements through the Petteril valley target some problem locations for anti-social behaviour.

· Impact on Customers –  Alternative off road cycle facilities have been shown to be popular with communities.
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