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Summary:-

The Report details the comparative performance of the City Council in dealing with applications for planning permission and other development during the third quarter of 2004.

Recommendation:-

The Report be noted and received.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Anthea Jones
Ext:
  7473
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1.0
Introduction

1.1
The ODPM has recently released statistical information covering the performance of Local Planning Authorities in England & Wales for the three months from July to September 2004.

1.2
The most recent Government release through the National Statistical Office discloses that in the period from July to September last year the recent pattern of increasing numbers of planning submissions was maintained.  During the period a total of 169,000 planning applications were lodged, the highest total for that particular quarter since 1988 and 1% higher than the corresponding period in 2003.

1.3
The number of decisions made in the quarter also increased by 6% compared to a year earlier, with the North West Region having the highest increase (12%) in decisions compared to the same quarter of 2003.  This is the largest number decided in this period since 1988.  As noted in previous Statistical Releases, the single largest factor that accounts for that increase is the growth in the number of householder applications, which nationally rose from 91,700 for the July-September period of 2003 to 95,900 for the same period in 2004.  Those applications now account for over half of all decisions, although the number of decisions relating to new dwellings also increased (from 19,100 to 21,500) and accounts for 12% of all decisions.  

1.4
The speed of decisions also rose with 78% of all decisions made in the quarter being within 8 weeks, an increase of 5% over the same period a year ago.  Decisions made within 13 weeks of receipt rose by 3%, to 90%.

1.5
Members will be aware that the Government has set “Performance Standards” against which all Authorities can be measured: 60% of all decisions on “Major” applications are expected to be made within 13 weeks of receipt; 65% of “Minor” applications are expected to be decided within 8 weeks of receipt; and 80% of the decisions on “Other” applications are expected to be made within 8 weeks.
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1.6
In national terms, 61% of decisions on “Major” applications met the target, 68% of applications for “Minor” applications were decided within 8 weeks or less and 83% of “Other” applications were decided within 8 weeks of submission.  These represent respectively a 9%, 6% and 5% improvement over the period July – September 2003.  It is notable, however, that 61% of Authorities met the Performance Standard for “Major” applications, 68% achieved the Standard for “Minor” applications and 83% achieved the standard for “Other” applications. 

1.7
Carlisle City Council’s performance over the quarter merits comment.  Not only did the Council deal with more applications in the quarter (429) compared to the same period last year (295), but the determination within targets for the major category exceeded last years performance by 19% (17% 2003, 36% 2004).  The Council’s performance slightly decreased within the “Minor” category (86% 2003, 85% 2004) and the “Other” category (92% 2003, 91% 2004).  However in light of the large increase in application numbers from 295 to 429, which is a 68% increase, this slight reduction is very minimal.

1.8
The Council exceeded the Governments targets for “Minor” applications in the Performance Standards, with 86% of applications determined within 8 weeks compared to the target of 65%.   The final category in the Performance Standard (“Other” applications) has again exceeded the Government’s target for this category with 92% of decisions within 8 weeks compared to the target of 80%.   

1.9
Although the performance over the July to September 2004 quarter is very encouraging the Council’s performance over the year to September 2004, although improved over the previous year, still does not meet the Best Value targets for ‘major’, ‘minor’ and ‘other’ applications.  The situation is being monitored and ways of improving these issues will be considered in the Planning Services Business Plan for 2005/06.

2.0
Recommendation
2.1
That the report be noted.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Anthea Jones
Ext:
  7473
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