
Tullie House Update

Visitor Attraction of the Year 
Tullie House has been awarded the Cumbria Tourism "Visitor Attraction of the Year" award 2007.  The prestigious awards ceremony was held in May at the Castle Green Hotel, Kendal where Hilary Wade received the award on behalf of her colleagues at Tullie House. The award is open to all attractions with over 100,000 visitors per year. 

Tullie House beat off stiff competition such as Rheged and the Wildlife Animal Park in Ulverston. The Museum now goes through to the North West Final later on in the year.
HLF Funding
Tullie House has received a grant for £41,000 towards the preparation of a Stage 1 Heritage Lottery Fund grant. This will involve the preparation of a Conservation Plan, Access, Development Plan and a Business Plan.  

Reminiscence/History Project
Tullie House has been working in partnership with McVities and Caldew Lea School on a reminiscence/History project. Year 5 children have been learning all about what life was like living and working in the 1950's and 60's Carlisle. Tullie House staff alongside ex-employees of McVities have worked for six weeks in the school on the project. Their work will be displayed in July within Tullie House.

Schools Outreach 
During May the Learning and Access Department delivered a month of assemblies on the theme of slavery to commemorate the 200th anniversary of abolition. These sessions gave 20 schools, over 2,000 pupils as well as teaching staff, access to part of our museum collection. The sessions were very well received with teachers commenting on the value of using artefacts as a stimulus to challenging children to think about slavery both in the past and in the present.

User Satisfaction Survey Results
The Best Value User Satisfaction Survey Results for 06-07 showed Carlisle as providing highest user satisfaction for museums and galleries. 

Wolfson Grant
Social History Gallery redisplay: aided by a £66,000 grant from the DCMS/Wolfson Gallery Improvement Fund, the present gallery will undergo major changes in late 2007/early 2008. Tullie House has already started to contact local communities and business to elicit their views and help in creating the new 'Carlisle Life' gallery.
Once Upon a Time Exhibition 

Once Upon a Time exhibition, opening at Tullie House this September, has been awarded £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The money will contribute to the design and installation of the exciting exhibition, and to the events programme that will accompany it. Once Upon a Time is a hands-on, child friendly exhibition designed for families and schools to encourage interaction between adults and children. ‘Once Upon a Time’ will be held within the Art Gallery at Tullie House from 14 September until 11 November 2007.

Garbology
June saw another new outreach initiative with the introduction of Garbology sessions to schools. Pupils are given the opportunity to 'excavate' and identify artefacts but also encouraged to think about the mark made by our ancestors compared to what we leave behind in the form of rubbish each and every day.

Quilter’s Kaleidoscope 14 July – 16 September 

Quilter’s Kaleidoscope is the first exhibition at Tullie House by quilters from the area who meet at Quiltessentials in Great Orton. The work on display demonstrates the wealth of talent in the area and included recent examples of patchwork, quilting and appliqué in the form of beautifully made full size quilts and smaller wall hangings, cushions, table runners and boxes. 
Volunteers

Volunteering at Tullie House Museum & Art Gallery in Carlisle has traditionally had an, ‘Indiana Jones’ feel to it, helping archaeology and social history curators document coin hoards, for example, and, even going off on some intrepid search for exotic new species for the keeper of natural sciences.  This hasn’t changed much but volunteering at Tullie House now has an added dimension; community volunteering!  Community volunteering is part of the new community outreach programme that was established at Tullie House about two and a half years ago.  Volunteers go out into the community and help on a range of projects and programmes linked to the museum collections and exhibitions
Community Services Update

Teaching Assistant’s Course

The Teaching Assistant's course run at Morton Community Centre and organised by the Economic Development and Community Support teams has now finished after 26 weeks and 16 people (15 women, 1 man) completed it and got a Level 3 qualification.

Grants for Chance Park Football Pitch

The search for grants to complete the drainage project at Chance Park football pitch is over and all the money is now in place and the work will begin later this year.

‘Chuddy’ – Newspaper for Young People
A group of young people working with our Youth Team and the Cumberland News, have produced their first edition of the newspaper for young people 'Chuddy' (copies available in the Members’ Rooms)

RENEW – Visit to House of Commons

In May, two officers from the Council with two young people, visited the House of Commons as guests of RENEW North West (the Regional Centre for Excellence for Sustainable Communities).

The visit was arranged as part of a programme by the RENEW Innovation Task Force to highlight areas of good practice in youth engagement.

One of the projects selected was the Renaissance Consultation programme carried out in 2006 by our Children and Young People's team.

As a result of the experience gained from being involved in the consultation process and on other Council led youth projects, the two young people who enjoyed the visit have since enrolled on a Youth and Community Work Diploma course. (A copy of the RENEW report is available in the Members’ Rooms).

(Stanwix Independent Youth Club was also highlighted as an example of good practice)

Playschemes 

The Summer Holiday Playscheme Programme has been arranged and again concentrates on the rural areas of the City where there is little or no provision at any other time of year.

Most community centres in the urban areas will arrange playscheme programmes in their local areas. (Programme distributed to appropriate ward Members).

National Play Day will be held this year on Wednesday, 1 August.  The theme this year is Reclaiming our Streets and will focus on street play.  For that reason, the event will be held in the City centre and not as usual, in Bitts park, although the Skatejam will still be held at the Skatepark.

Sport & Recreation Update
Sheepmount
Drainage investigation works have been completed recently to address problems, which relate to the 2005 flood.  Further work will be implemented once this information has been assessed.  It consisted of carrying out a number of trial holes to establish why part of the drainage system was not functioning properly.

An access path will be constructed along the base of the banking on the lower plateau to replace the one which used to be there.  It will assist access to the pitches during particularly wet weather for emergency vehicles.

Sheepmount Stadium Astro Turf Pitch – agreement been reached with Carlisle Leisure Limited over net return to the contract. Planning permission applied for – decision pending by end of August 2007. Planned commencement of work End September 2007

River Eden
The Council is facilitating the provision of steps to be constructed on the River Eden behind the Sands Centre.  These would be build by the Environment Agency and assist the Carlisle Canoe Club to access and exit from the River Eden replacing some very old wooden steps currently located on the bank.

Chances Park
The Council continues to provide officer time to assist the Friends Group to submit their lottery bid for major park refurbishment.
S.P.A.A. Update 

Stage 1 application for funding from Sport England currently being formulated and will be submitted shortly.  Looking to commence delivery of projects 

Bitts Park Airdome  

Final approval to full council on 17 July 2007 – building work commencing in August 2007 with completion expected November 2007

Cycle Track  

Stage 1 application currently being completed with submission by end of July 2007.

GO 4 It  

Summer holiday activities now been distributed and booking fast.  Summer staff appointed 

1st ever Community Sports Leaders’ Award 

Day certificate delivered in house by the Sport & Recreation team during May 2007 for 27 young people and youth club staff.  Community Sports Bags (20 x £300) distributed to sports leaders at youth clubs who took part in the training day.

Coach education course delivered   

Emergency 1st Aid & Equity in your coaching–  both fully booked.

Multi-Use Games Areas 

Delivery continues to be successful with summer activities planned.  Current regular attendances exceeding 20 on each of the three sites.

Councillor R Knapton
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