
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 12 FEBRUARY 2004 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

COS.24/04
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive submitted Report CE.06/04 presenting for scrutiny additional work carried out by KPMG Consultants in collaboration with the District Councils of Allerdale, Copeland, Eden and Carlisle in support of the Council’s preferred option of a Unitary Carlisle and Eden Council.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive pointed out that the KPMG document had been written as if it were Carlisle and Eden’s submission back to the Boundary Committee and was not intended to be an objective analysis of the options.

Subject to the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees and the Executive on 13 February 2004, the document would be considered by the City Council at a special meeting on 20 February 2004 prior to a submission to the Boundary Committee on 23 February 2004.

A copy of a report of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (SP.02/04) which had been submitted to the Executive on 5 February 2004 together with a copy of the Minute of the meeting dealing with Regional Government and the Local Government Review had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting by way of background papers.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reminded Members that the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations were for either :

(a)
A county wide unitary or

(b)
Two Unitary Authorities (North Cumbria consisting of Allerdale, Copeland, Carlisle and Eden District Councils and a South Cumbria and Lancaster Unitary comprising Barrow, South Lakes and Lancaster Councils).

The City Council’s preferred option of 3 Unitary Authorities in Cumbria, one of which would Carlisle and Eden, had not been included as an option by the Boundary Committee in the latest consultation arrangements.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive further reported that the KPMG report had been scrutinised by the Infrastructure and Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committees earlier in the week with certain factual and typographical points raised.  The KPMG report would be revised to take account of these matters and any further issues raised by Members at this meeting.

Members views were invited and the following points raised –

(a) a Member questioned whether the Boundary Committee’s option for one Unitary Authority for the whole of Cumbria was a viable option.  For this option to proceed, the Member considered that a Unitary Authority covering the whole of Lancashire would need to be put in place.  This seemed unlikely given the size of such an Authority.  It seemed more likely that the Morecambe Bay Unitary Authority option would succeed leaving North Cumbria as the only viable option.

(b) A Member questioned whether the KPMG report had been prepared in line with Council policy as it did not mention the Barrow/South Lakeland Unitary Authority pairing.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive acknowledged that the City Council policy was for three pairs of Unitary Authorities but that the KPMG report sought to address issues relating to the Carlisle and Eden pairing only as it was intended to form the basis of the City Council’s further submission to the Boundary Committee.

(c) A Member referred to the fact that Local Authorities in Northumberland had reviewed their preferred options in the light of the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations.

(d) The Chairman asked whether the outcome of South Lakeland District Council’s deliberations on the Boundary Committee’s draft recommendations could be forwarded to all Members of the City Council.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that he had received notification of South Lakeland’s revised position and would circulate this to all Members of the City Council.

(e) Members pointed out that the KPMG report was political in nature and that a proper political debate on the revised submission would take place at the meeting of the City Council on 20 February 2004.

RESOLVED – That Report CE.06/04 and the KPMG Report be noted and the above comments of Members be forwarded to the Executive on 13 February 2004 and the City Council on 20 February 2004.







