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Subject Matter

The Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport submitted Report CLS.15/05 detailing the outcome of workshops held involving the City Council, County Council, Capita, Environment Agency and Carlisle Leisure Limited to develop ideas for potential projects on the Three Rivers.

The following themes had been identified:-

(a)
Developing a cycle and footpath network linking to the existing network to enhance substantially the present arrangements and enabling movement across the City using the river corridors.

(b)
Signage and interpretation had been highlighted as important to assist both visitors and residents alike to find places such as the Castle, Tullie House and the Hadrians' Wall National Trail.

(c)
The use of public art to enhance the environment linked to local themes with consideration also given to festivals and seasonal exhibitions.

(d)
Informal recreation areas providing picnic sites at appropriate points along the rivers and developing parkland where this does not conflict with flood defence requirements.

(e)
Enhancing existing and developing new nature reserves and wildlife sites.  The rivers are designated as sites of special scientific interest with a high level of statutory protection for wildlife. Additionally, there is clear potential for learning opportunities, both formal and informal, with links to existing work by the natural history staff at Tullie House, as well as the parks and countryside staff who work with schools on environmental projects.

(f)
Developing an open air arena along the Eden, potentially building upon the site at Bitts Park currently used for the fire show. The potential to develop a public area near to Junction 43 of the M6 could also be investigated. More ambitious proposals have been identified but would require considerable work to determine their viability.

There was a need to co-ordinate certain work, for example on cycleways, with flood defence work currently being planned by the Environment Agency. This would require agreement on specifications with the Agency by November 2005. 

Carlisle Renaissance also has clear implications for the Three Rivers Strategy. The initiatives are complementary, especially in the area of sustainable communities and the Three Rivers Strategy would help to inform the future development of Carlisle Renaissance. The development of the Caldew Viaduct area within Carlisle Renaissance offers a tremendous opportunity to enhance this river corridor as a sustainable transport link, assisting in the movement of people around the City.

The ideas and vision for the Three Rivers Strategy, as with Carlisle Renaissance, must balance aspiration with the ability to deliver, creating a clear impression of how the City Council wishes to see the City's river frontages in years to come. It is expected that the work underway to develop and cost the ideas for the Three Rivers Strategy will be subsumed within the broader remit of the Carlisle Renaissance as that project puts in place the steps needed for the vision to become reality.

Councillor Knapton, Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder, welcomed the report and the ideas being put forward for the Three Rivers Strategy.  He particularly noted the proposals to provide cycleways and footways which could be used to link College campuses and City Centre schools.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport, in consultation with relevant Officers, be requested to provide clearer costed options for consideration to a future meeting of the Executive.  A timetable for this work should also be developed to enable consideration being given to funding issues as part of the Executive's 2006/07 Budget deliberations.

2.
That progress on developing the Three Rivers Strategy be noted and the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport be authorised to continue working with the County Council and Environment Agency on the River Petterill project.

Reasons for Decision

To facilitate progress with the Three Rivers Strategy.







