
CARLISLE TOURISM PARTNERSHIP

It has been a busy time for the Tourism Partnership and we have had many key successes.  The Love Carlisle Day brought about a 10% increase in footfall into City Centre Businesses at a time that was most needed.  The official launch of the partnership, which was celebrated on Love Carlisle Day, saw 200 VIPs attend the event and fire show.

We are planning a diary full of events for 2010, with major events including “Welcoming the Light” in March, “We Built this City” in June and “Theatre Titanick” in July.

The Board has now been appointed and will meet for the first time on 7th January with presentations from all founder members including Cllr Mitchelson for Carlisle City Council.

The 2010 Holiday Guide and Places to Visit have been printed with a rise in advertisers this year, totally bucking the national trend.

We have tendered for the new “Carlisle” website and are interviewing innovative designers the first week in January, with a view to having the site completed by March 2010 ready for the new season.

RETURN TO WORK
Botcherby

Return to Work team now work from Riverside base in Botcherby one day per week, to help break down barriers and to take support into the ward.  An open day is planned for early January.
Discussions are underway with Groundwork to deliver a ’grow your own’ scheme, lottery funded in partnership with Return to Work project and Riverside.

Volunteering

An Induction / Information session is planned for January, to encourage take up of volunteering options.  This is a good step towards employment for the unemployed.

Hostels

A pilot sewing workshop is currently being delivered, aimed at women’s hostels, to support links to work and communication skills. Seven delegates signed up, in partnership with the HALO (Healthy Aspirations and Learning Opportunities) project.

Details on support available to help homeless people find work has been supplied to the training co-ordinator for use within the hostels and includes mapping of provision and how to access support.

Retail Skills Academy

Retail Sector Skills Council is keen to establish a skill shop within Carlisle. This will support the direction of the Retail Skills Academy and progression into additional delivery of actual qualifications for the sector, management development, business start up and pre employment

Enterprise event

On Thursday, 10th December 2009, the City Council and North West Development Agency hosted an event in the Enterprise Centre, to which the organisations involved in supporting new business creation in the City were invited. These organisations were local, regional and sub regional.  Attendees came from the public and private sector.

The background to this meeting was that whilst recent figures indicate that Carlisle is not performing as well as it should do in terms of the rate of new firm formation when compared to some other parts of the county and the region as a whole. Also there was a concern that communication between all the business support agencies was not as good as it could be and that this could be better co-ordinated.

The event was a great success, with almost 30 people attending.

It was agreed that part of the problem was around communications and all attending agreed to meet early in the New Year, to produce a “road map” that would help people interested in self employment get to the help they needed quicker.

It should be stressed that this issue is not unique to Carlisle and that the event is now to be a model to be replicated across the County.

Real Help for Business Now

Carlisle is one of 107 local authority areas to be awarded £52,631 from the Department Communities and Local Government (DCLG) to support initiatives in the retail sector. The criteria for the award was that it was based on the Index of Multiple Deprivation and the vacancy rates.

The City Council has already allocated £10,000 (Local Authority Business Growth Initiative) for these measures as part of a package of support to help businesses through the recession and this is to be added to the DCLG contribution.
Further detailed criteria is awaited from DCLG before a programme of activities is drawn up. 

Councillor Mrs M Bowman
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