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Summary:-

This report refers to the unauthorised siting of a static caravan on land at Field 3644, Cairn Bridge, Heads Nook.

Recommendation:-

That Members authorise Officers to commence Enforcement proceedings to secure removal of the unauthorised touring caravan.

A Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Martin Tickner
Ext:
 7175
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1.0
Introduction

1.1
This matter relates to the siting of a touring caravan on land at field 3644, Cairn Bridge, Heads Nook.

1.2
Members will be aware of this particular site and its recent history. One Enforcement Notice has already been served in respect of a building and portakabin which resulted in a Public Inquiry in September 2003, following an appeal to the planning inspectorate.

1.3
The appeal was dismissed and the Enforcement Notice became effective. The landowner has failed to comply with the terms of this notice within the specified time period and a witness statement has been prepared for the Magistrate’s Court.

1.4
A second Enforcement Notice has also been served in respect of three stanchions, a timber chalet, dog kennel and aviary, non of which have planning consent.

1.5
Appeals lodged against the Enforcement Notice have been subsequently dismissed, the time period for compliance in this instance being 2 months i.e. 26 March 2004. 

2.0
Present Position

2.1
In April 2002 the Camping and Caravanning Club granted a certificate for the site to be used for up to 5 touring caravans. This part of the site has been levelled, grassed and provided with electrical hook up points, water supply and a waste disposal point. 

2.2
The certificate issued will be renewed annually on the 1 March, unless valid objections are made or the site is closed for other reasons. Officers have already lodged an objection to the Camping and Caravanning Club. 

2.3
There has been very little use made of the exempted caravan site other than by an occasional caravan user. However, one caravan has now been stationed on the land unoccupied for at least 3 months and now has a broken window.
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2.4
The standard Certificate issued by the Camping and Caravanning Club approves the use of the land as a caravan site for recreational purposes by its members providing the following conditions, amongst others, are met:


Not more than FIVE caravans are stationed on the land at any one time.


Each caravan is OCCUPIED by at least one CLUB MEMBER every night whilst on site.

No caravan may stay more than 28 consecutive days.

This certificate DOES NOT legalise the storage of unoccupied caravans.

A note at the bottom of the Certificate goes on to say ‘that subject to compliance with the above and the details shown overleaf this Certificate will usually be renewed annually by 1st March.

2.5
A facsimile message from the Camping and Caravanning Club confirms that, subject to the aforementioned conditions, the landowner is entitled to operate the site from January to December each year.

2.6
In relation to the Human Rights Act 1998 the owner’s/developer’s rights are respected, but it is considered that any personal considerations do not out-weigh the harmful effect on the character and appearance of the surrounding area.

3.0
Conclusion

3.1
The caravan site is being used for the unlawful storage of a touring caravan without the benefit of planning permission and in contravention of the Certificate issued to him by the Camping and Caravanning Club.
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4.0
Recommendation

4.1
It is recommended that Members authorise Officers to commence Enforcement action to secure removal of the unauthorised touring caravan. 

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Martin Tickner





Ext:
7175
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