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EXECUTIVE
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EX.311/08
INTRODUCTION OF CHARGES FOR THE COLLECTION



OF BULKY WASTES



(Key Decision)

(With the consent of the Chairman and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item has been included on the Agenda as a key decision although not in the Forward Plan).



Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure


Subject Matter

The Director of Community Services reported CS.97/08 on options for the introduction of a charge for the collection of bulky household waste.  He informed Members that bulky household waste was defined as household waste items which were not presented for collection, as part of the collection of non recyclable wastes.  He informed Members that whilst a charge was made for the collection of fixtures and fittings, the vast majority of bulky waste was collected free of charge.

The Director further added that the number of collections had steadily increased over recent years peaking at 16,426 collections in 2007/08.  The Council now employed a dedicated team for the collection of bulky household waste at an annual cost to the Council of £220,000 and he set out for Members details of the provision of that service.

The Director further added that the growth in the number of bulky collections and the associated financial and operational implications was not sustainable, and commented that other authorities had introduced charges for the service.  He added that experience had shown that this had resulted in a reduction in the number of requests received but had raised concerns about the potential increase in fly tipping.  He added that these issues had been considered by the Task and Finish Group referred to earlier in the meeting, and he reminded Members of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny comments on this item.  

The Director set out for Members two options for the introduction of charges:

the introduction of a standard charge for each collection, which could generate income of approximately £120,000 per year, or 

the introduction of a charge for bulky items with other items remaining free, although a limit could be provided on the number of free items collected and the collections/property each year.  He added that this tailored solution was based on experience of local problems/issues and he estimated that it could generate an income of approximately £50,000 - £60,000 per year.  

The Director added however that should the Executive support an option for charging, then the potential for increased fly tipping would also need to be recognised and additional environmental enforcement resources would be essential to address the problem. This would however offset income projections.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure noted the costs of providing the householders with this collection and the cost of fly tipping and also highlighted the position where 1% of the population were responsible for 12% of bulky household waste collections.

Summary of options rejected 

The option to introduce a standard charge for each collection was rejected.

DECISION

(1)
That the Executive agree to introduce a charge of £15 for collection of bulky items such as white goods and larger furniture.  The collection of other items would remain free but a limit of 4 free collections per property per year would be introduced.

(2)
That the Executive support the production of a feasibility study to identify the options and issues for enhanced partnership working with the "third sector" and in particular look to work with Centre 47 in pursuing the possibility of establishing collection, recycling, and reuse partnership in respect of those items sent for collection.

Reasons for Decision

Introducing charges for bulky household waste collections is recommended for the following reasons:

(1)
The continued year on year growth in the number of bulky household waste collections that the Council's Waste Services is required to undertake is unsustainable within existing resources.

(2)
Evidence from elsewhere demonstrates that introducing charges for the collection of bulky household waste is an effective tool in reducing the number of collections and reducing the overall amount of household waste generated.  Waste minimisation is a cornerstone of the Council's corporate aim of a Cleaner, Greener, Safer, Carlisle.

(3)
Income generated by the introduction of charges for the collection of bulky household waste could be utilised to enhance those services that make a demonstrable difference to the quality of local environments (e.g. the enforcement of the Council's Waste Collection Services and the collection of fly tipped waste).







