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The report summarises the City Council’s performance in dealing with planning and related applications during the second quarter of this year.

Recommendation:-

The report be received and the Council’s improvement in performance while also dealing with an increase in applications numbers is noted.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Taylor
Ext:
 7171

To the Chairman and Members of the 






 P.55/04
Development Control Committee

1.0
The ODPM has recently released statistical information covering the performance of Local Planning Authorities in England & Wales for the 3 months from end of April to June 2004.

1.1
As also recorded in recently Statistical Releases, the number of applications submitted nationally during the quarter exceeded all previous comparable quarters since 1989 and showed a 6% rise compared to the same quarter of 2003. All regions experienced an increase, but the North West had the largest increase (15% since last year).

1.2
The number of decisions made during the quarter was also the highest since 1989 and has also shown an increase (5%) since the same period last year: the North West Region again led the way with an 11% increase over the year. As with previous Quarterly Statistics, the greatest increase in planning decisions is attributable to “Householder” applications (representing just over half of all decisions made), followed by applications for “New Dwellings” (12% of all decisions made). Nationally 84% of decisions are approvals.

1.3
In terms of the speed of decisions, the national performance indicates that 77% of all applications were decided within 8 weeks of receipt, a rise in performance of 5% over the year. The North West Region was in the vanguard of performance with 79% of decisions in the quarter being recorded within 8 weeks of receipt. That also represented the largest improvement in performance since last year, a rise of 7%.

1.4
Members will be aware that the Government has set “Performance Standards” against which all Authorities can be measured: 60% of all decisions on “Major” applications are expected to be made within 13 weeks of receipt; 65% of “Minor” applications are expected to be decided within 8 weeks of receipt; and 80% of the decisions on “Other” applications are expected to be made within 8 weeks.

1.5
In national terms, 53% of decisions on “Major” applications met the target, 66% of applications for “Minor” applications were decided in 8 weeks or less and 82% of “Other” applications were decided within 8 weeks of submission. These represent respectively a 3%, 7% and 5% improvement over the period April-June 2003. It is notable, however, that only 40% of Authorities met the Performance Standard for “Major” applications, 59% achieved the Standard for “Minor” applications and 69% achieved the Standard for “Other” applications.

To the Chairman and Members of the 






 P.55/04
Development Control Committee

1.6
Carlisle City Council’s performance over the quarter merits comment. Not only did the Council deal with more applications in the quarter (461) compared to the same period last year (407) but the determination within targets for each category also exceeded last year’s performance. While only 42% of “Major “ applications were decided within the 13 week target during April-June 2003, during the same quarter this year the Council determined 64% of its “Major” applications in 13 weeks or less from receipt. Members will note that this is 4% above the Government’s Performance Standard for this category of application. Similarly, 67% of the decisions made on “Minor” applications during April-June of this year were within 8 weeks of receipt, compared to 58% over the same period of 2003. The Council again exceeds the Government’s target for this category in the Performance Standard (65% within 8 weeks). The final category in the Performance Standard (“Other” applications) has again surpassed the equivalent period of last year, with 81% of such decisions during April-June 2004 being within 8 weeks, in contrast with the 66% of such decisions over the same period in 2003. The Council, again, exceeded the Government’s target for this category (80% of decisions being made within 8 weeks of receipt).

1.7
These figures also represent an improvement over the immediately preceding quarter, i.e. January-March 2004 when only 50% of “Major” applications were decided within 13 weeks; 59% of “Minor” applications were decided within 8 weeks; and 79% of “Other” applications were decided within 8 weeks of submission.
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1.8
Those overall figures and their underlying trends are clearly commendable but what should also be appreciated is that the delivery of them is in the context of the substantial increase in application numbers that the Council recorded throughout that period (478 new applications “lodged” in the Spring Quarter of 2004 compared to 424 “lodged” for the same period last year), an annual change of just under 13%. That is more than double the national average increase in application numbers over the year and reflects the continued buoyancy of the development industry in the Carlisle area. It is apparent, also, that the quarter is not merely a statistical “blip” as application numbers over the full year have steadily been rising.

2.0
Recommendation

2.1
The report be received and the Council’s improvement in performance while also dealing with an increase in applications numbers is noted.

A Eales
Head Of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Taylor
Ext:
 7171
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