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LEARNING & SKILLS COUNCIL REVIEW OF POST 16 EDUCATION IN CARLISLE

Report of:
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Report reference:
CE 28/03

Summary:

This report outlines the background and rationale for the Learning and Skills Council’s (Cumbria) proposal to establish a new independent sixth-form college located in Carlisle. 

Recommendations:

The Council is recommended to:

1. Note the proposal 

2. Formulate a response to the proposal to meet the deadline date of 31st January 2004.

Contact Officer:
Maggie Mooney
Ext:
7018

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1 Members will be aware that the Learning & Skills Council (LSC) has the statutory responsibility for planning, funding and along with the Inspectorates, quality assurance of all post-16 learning below higher education.

1.2      The LSC Cumbria commissioned a Review of post-16 provision in the Carlisle area in 2002. The findings were published in May 2002. This report was further updated in March 2003 to enable an assessment of the extent to which improvements, if any, had taken place since the publication of the original report.
1.3      The details of both reports and the resulting needs analysis are set out in the LSC’s   (Cumbria) document: Post 16 Learning Provision in the Carlisle Area – A Needs Analysis. A copy of this document will be circulated to Members once received.
1.4      The Review of post-16 provision was broadly based and, in the interests of young people, assessed the extent to which existing arrangements meet the educational needs of young people and produce high standards. Members will be aware that Carlisle has seven secondary schools – Caldew, Morton, Newman, North Cumbria Technology College, St. Aidans, Trinity and William Howard – all of which provide education for the 11 – 18 age range.
Two of the Schools, Caldew and William Howard, are located on the outskirts of Carlisle, some 5 miles and 9 miles respectively from the city centre. All seven schools were included in the Review.

1.5      The Needs Analysis details a number of key issues under the following headings:

· Access and participation

· Standards achieved

· Programmes available

All of which have been taken from the Review and from which the LSC has drawn a number of conclusions. 

These conclusions highlight the need to increase levels of participation, improve levels of achievement and expand the range of learning opportunities available.

1.6  
The conclusions drew together 4 options for the future pattern of post-16 learning 
provision.   
2.0      PROPOSAL
2.1
These options are:

Option One – no change. Retain the existing structure of sixth form provision in each of the seven schools included in the review.

Option Two – introduce collaborative arrangements including joint timetabling arrangements

Option Three – establish a new sixth form college in a central location operating a policy of open recruitment to all faiths and the consequential redesignation of 5 schools as 11-16 schools.

Option Four – establish a new sixth form college in a central location operating a policy of open recruitment to all faiths and the consequential redesignation of 7 schools as 11-16 schools.

2.2 The LSC Council has considered these options and has taken the view that Option 4, or possibly Option 3 “would offer the greatest opportunities for all post-16 learners in Carlisle”. The latter statement has been taken from the LSC’s Preliminary Notice, published in October 2003. A copy of this document is attached for Members’ information. This Notice is a statutory requirement which requires the LSC to set out the proposed changes in this form and triggers the consultation process.

3.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS

3.1 Since the publication of the Preliminary Notice the LSC has held a number of public consultative meetings to elicit views on the preliminary proposal to establish a new sixth form college in Carlisle. These meetings have included the seven secondary schools and Carlisle College. In each of the schools there have been three separate meetings, with staff; with School Governors and with parents and other members of the school’s community with an interest in the proposal. The LSC also indicated its intention to hold a public meeting before the end of the consultation period – 31st January 2004, but it is not clear if this has been arranged yet. A public surgery was also organised.

3.2 Members will be aware that an informal Council meeting was held on 20th November, when the Executive Director of LSC Cumbria presented the proposal to elected members.

3.3 After the consultation period, LSC Cumbria will take account of all the views expressed. It will then decide whether to withdraw the proposal to establish a new sixth form college or put a formal proposal to the Secretary of State. If the proposal is put forward, there will then be a two-month period during which objections to the formal proposal can be made. The Secretary of State will make the final decision on any proposal in the light of the evidence put before him.

4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

The Council is recommended to:

1  Note the proposal 

2    Formulate a response to the proposal to meet the deadline date of 31st January 2004.
5.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
Members are asked to respond to this consultation to ensure that LSC Cumbria receives a full response from the Council
6.0 IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – none 

· Financial – none 

· Legal – none 

· Corporate – this is a significant issue for the City Council to be involved in its Community Leadership role. The success of Carlisle’s socio and economic future is significantly shaped by post-16 learning, particularly in terms of increased participation, raised achievements and an extension of curriculum choice.

· Risk Management – none 

· Equality Issues – none 

· Environmental – none 

· Crime and Disorder – none 

· Impact on Customers – none 
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