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THREE RIVERS PROJECT (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider references from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 8 January 2004 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 22 January 2004 on the Executive's decision over the three rivers project.  A copy of the Minute of the Executive of 18 December 2003 (EX.326/03) and report ECD.36/03 of the Head of Economic and Community Development was submitted.

The Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee had passed the following resolution to the Executive:-

"(1)  The Committee is concerned about how realistic it is to pursue Option 2 given the potential costs of river crossings and they stressed the importance of having adequate information about the full costs involved before making any decisions about pursuing this option.

(2)  There are concerns about the limited capacity within the Economic and Community Development Business Unit and the Council in general, to fully take on board the pursuing of Option 2.

(3)  If Option 2 was to be pursued any further, this would have to be done in partnership with external agencies and taking into account current transport and local plans.

(4) That the potential advantages in pursuing Option 3 to assess development potential are recognised by this Committee, particularly in terms of the advantage this could be in the future.

(5)  That any consideration of a Three River Strategy should ensure that there is both short term and long term planning with the Council having a clear direction on where it is going in the future."

The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee had passed the following resolution to the Executive:-

"That this Committee endorsed the decision of the Executive to pursue Option 2 in taking forward any feasibility work and that investigations should also be made into the part of Option 3 dealing with the potential for economic regeneration along some of the rivers."

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be taken into account as further consideration is given to the project.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the references from the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

