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Title:
CARLISLE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN REDEPOSIT - AMENDMENT

Report of:
Head of Planning Services

Report reference:
P.32/05

Summary:

This report sets out the background details in relation to an amendment proposed by Council to the Local Plan redeposit version.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that no further change be made to the Local Plan and that this be referred to Council for approval to publish and consult on the redeposit version of the Plan.

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman 
Ext:
 7190
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1.0
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
Council received report P.27/05 setting out the Redeposit Local Plan for consultation on the 30 June 2005.  The Plan was approved subject to an amendment to the designation of land at the rear of Ellesmere Way.  The amendment requests that the designation is amended from temporary and that reference to the review of the open space designation following development of the urban extension at Morton is removed.

1.2
The land in question is currently designated as part of the primary residential area in the adopted Carlisle District Local Plan.  A representation was received against the Deposit Draft Local Plan requesting that the designation of the land change to Primary Leisure Use.

1.3
In 1992 permission was granted for a housing association development for 48 units.  However, only part of the site (18 units) was ever developed and the remaining area remained as a grassed area.  The site adjoins the main Wigton Road and Officers consider that this location is not an appropriate long-term location for open space upon which children would be able to play.  A petition was submitted in October 2002 requesting that the area remain as open space and it was considered that the Local Plan would be the most appropriate way of considering the designation of this land.

1.4
Officers have always considered that when the large urban extension for housing is developed at Morton, the Plan will include a large area of open space which is more appropriately positioned and provide greater amenity than the land in question.

1.5
Officers however consider that in the short term there is a shortage of provision of open space in the Morton area and this site would therefore make a valuable contribution until the larger area of space is brought forward.  On this basis the site has been designated as temporary open space.  

1.6
Under the provision of the Planning Acts, proposals and policies remain in place until such time as a Plan is reviewed.  Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 a new style development Plan system that will enable Plans to be reviewed more easily in part or as a whole.  Any proposals will, therefore, remain in place for the lifetime of the Plan containing the proposal.
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1.7
Given the concerns raised at Council about the temporary nature of the designation, officer work on an open space audit for the Local Plan has identified a current shortfall of open space in the Morton area.  Additional provision of open space should be forthcoming to ensure that adequate open space provision is available for the whole Morton area before a further look at this site.  Officers had considered that this would automatically be achieved by the new development however this may have been presumptuous.  Therefore any presumption that this is temporary space or would automatically be removed once the urban extension is developed may not necessarily be appropriate in this plan.

2.0
CONSULTATION

2.1
The statutory consultation period for the redeposit Plan will take place following Council approval of the Plan.

3.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
It is recommended that no further change is made to the Local Plan and that this is referred to Council for approval to publish and consult on the redeposit version of the Plan.

4.0
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
To recognise that in the long-term more appropriate open space provision can be achieved in this area.

5.0
IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources 

– Contained within the Local Plans and Conservation Section.

· Financial 

– No financial implications from this amendment.

· Legal 

– The redeposit Plan must be approved by Council before consultation can commence.
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· Corporate – None

· Risk Management – None

· Equality Issues – None

· Environmental 

– This space provides much needed open space until a better replacement is provided.

· Crime and Disorder – None

· Impact on Customers 

– The use of this site directly impacts on residents of Westwood and part of Ellesmere Way.

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Chris Hardman 
Ext:
 7190
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