PORTFOLIO:

ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

Report of

Portfolio Holder:

COUNCILLOR 

RAY BLOXHAM



Waste Management

The preliminary statistics for 2007/8 have been completed and whilst these still need to be audited they reflect the major changes achieved with the revised collection arrangements:-

· The amount of household waste sent to the tip (including fly tipping) in 07/08 was 23.65% less than was sent to the tip in 06/07.   23,528 tonnes in 07/08 compared with 30,817 tonnes in 06/07.   That's a reduction of 7,289 tonnes.

· The % of household waste that was recycled (and composted) in 07/08 was 48.81%.   In 06/07 the % of household waste recycled was 34.51%.

· The amount of household waste that was recycled and composted in 07/08 was 22,820 tonnes compared with 17,401 tonnes in 06/07.

· The total amount of household waste that we collected (as refuse, recycling and fly tipping) was 46,009 tonnes.   In 06/07 that figure was 47,175 tonnes (a reduction of 2.5%).
"Scores on the Doors"

The Council, along with other Cumbrian Districts, launched this initiative in June 2007 with a view to improving the condition and performance of food establishments and provide more information to the public.  Since its launch 65,000 people have visited the website which contains information on 660 food businesses in Carlisle.

The actual results, which rate how well food retailers and caterers perform in terms of hygiene, condition and compliance with legislation, show that significant improvements have been achieved.   The vast majority of these food outlets are making serious efforts to improve.

Talkin Tarn

At Talkin Tarn work has taken place to bring the campsite back into use, on a 'group bookings only' basis.  New camping spaces have been made, the drinking water supply improved and new washing facilities installed.  It is the intention that organisations such as the Scouts, Guides, schools or other organised groups will use these facilities and already several bookings have been taken for 2008.  A new Schools Education Pack is nearing completion and is currently out for consultation with a number of local schools to ensure it meets their National Curriculum requirements.  Preparations are underway for the launch of the Friends of Talkin Tarn group.

Energy Consumption

As part of the Council’s commitment to reducing its carbon footprint we are monitoring energy usage on key assets.   Taking the Civic Centre as an example whilst there has been a positive reduction there is still more work to do.


Electricity Consumption 2007/8

6.8 increase in usage


compared with 2006/7


Gas Consumption 2007/8 


30% reduction in usage


compared with 2006/7


Overall reduction in CO2 emissions  
26,664kg

The results with gas reflect actions taken recently particularly flood recovery reinstatement works.   The increased electricity usage is a concern and as it will be 18 months before the supply can be changed to 'green' supplies we must all strive to improve our housekeeping measures in the building.

Carlisle District Local Plan

The Inspector's Report on the Inquiry into the objections to the Carlisle District Local Plan has been received by the Council and was made public on 10 April.  The Council will progress to adopt the plan and its new planning policies. The Council will now use the Inspector's report as a material consideration when undertaking its planning authority duties.
Best Bar None Scheme
The Best Bar None Scheme is an accreditation and awards scheme that has been introduced by the Carlisle and Eden Crime Reduction Partnership, focussing on safety and customer care.  Carlisle and Eden District Councils and Cumbria Police are working together with pubs, clubs and bars in the area to create a safer and more welcoming environment.  The awards seek to establish a standard of excellence within the pubs, clubs and bars in both Carlisle and Penrith. 

We had 23 applications out of a possible 45 in Carlisle City centre.  The applicants are currently going through the assessment stage, which will be judged in early May.  The Award Presentation Ceremony will take place on 20 May.

Five Carlisle City Council Officers have been successful in obtaining the British Institute of Innkeeping "Award in Assessment of Licensed Premises (Social Responsibility)"
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