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Gypsy and Traveller Site  

The site at Lower Harker Dene (formerly Ghyll Bank) was completed in late March/early April 2010.  The site is currently under interim management provided on behalf of the authority by Homespaces CIC (community Interest Company) who are a specialist ‘not for profit’ organisation providing services for the Gypsy and Traveller community.  The long term management of the site is subject to a tender process and it is anticipated that the contract will be awarded in October 2010.  The site has had people living on it since April and all pitches are either occupied or allocated.  An award from the North West Employers Organisations (NWEO) for work on developing the site and recognising diversity was picked up in Manchester in June by the Housing Manager on behalf on the Council.  An open day was also held in June and the site was formally opened by the Mayor.

Community Resource and Training Centre 

The contract for the construction of the £3.2 million centre was awarded in June.  Work on the construction of the centre is expected to commence in August 2010 with a completion date scheduled for August 2011.  This scheme will provide a significant resource to be used by a number of agencies, the community and members of the public.  A number of services will be provided from the centre including support, training, health and sport/community provision.  The scheme has been taken forward using a £1.89 million grant provided from the ‘Places of Change’ programme run through the Department of Communities and local Government by the Government.

Shared Customer Service Delivery
The business case for shared customer service delivery between Carlisle City Council, Allerdale Borough Council and Cumbria County Council is nearing completion.  Consultation will begin with staff, members and unions in the next few weeks.

Equality and Diversity

Comprehensive Equality Scheme is on the Full Council Agenda.

The key documents, a narrative report and a self-assessment document have been submitted to Local Improvement and Development (formerly IDEA). A programme is in place for the Diversity Peer Challenge on 18th and 19th October.

Town Twinning Youth Exchange
This years Exchange visit took place in Carlisle from 8th to 18th August and 30 young people from Slupsk and Flensburg participated.

The focus of this exchange was to look at how future exchanges can develop funding and the participants undertook an imaginative programme of activity which was informative and educational including developing a multi cultural fashion show, workshops on dance and local history as well as developing a Facebook page for the exchange and exchanging cultural ideas.

Youth Workers Forum
We have been developing a forum for youth workers across the Carlisle District to come together to share information, ideas and good practice.  The forum offers an opportunity for anyone involved in youth work or delivery to be involved with a supportive group of like minded people.

Youth Council
We are currently developing a “youth council” for young people across the Carlisle District.  This project aims to mirror the way we currently work with the Joint Schools Council by offering representation from existing clubs in ward areas and including groups who are often marginalised such as those from Carlisle Young People First, Hadrian’s Camp, Close Street hostel and other groups whose voice should be represented on the Youth Council. 

Skate board coaching project

The Skaters of Carlisle (SoC) group have followed up their Calendar campaign and indoor coaching sessions at the Sands centre with a Skate Jam competition at Carlisle skate park and a series of winter Skateboard coaching sessions in rural areas.  They are also in the process of formalising as a group and looking at developing an improved indoor skate park offer for the young people of Carlisle, with support from Council Youth Officers.

National Playday

National Playday was held on Wednesday 4th August in the City Centre and was agreed by all the partners and those who took part, to be the best yet, in terms of attendance, activity and feedback from children, young people and families who attended.  It is estimated that around 2,000 people, many in family groups took part in the activities on offer.  The idea behind the day is to raise awareness of the services available to cyp in the City, to create a higher profile for ‘play’ and to enhance our partnership working.  The day itself allowed children to take part in street dance, arts and crafts, play, music, science, and also had appearances by Carlisle United players.

Summer Holiday Playscheme Programme
This years holiday Playscheme Programme incorporated 117 of sessions in 31 of venues and parks both rural and urban over the period 23rd July to 27th August allowing children to take part in free play, arts and crafts, cooking, outdoor play, sports, music and much more.  This year also saw us working alongside a production of Mid Summer Nights Dream, James Rennie School summer activity programme, the sports cage programme and also Love Parks Week.  Current evaluations of the sessions so far suggest that the programme has been highly successful and well received, with many children attending sessions in their home district but also attending sessions in other parts of the City.  This year’s activity programme was particularly widespread due to grants of £20,000 from the County Council and £1,000 from Riverside Housing, which enabled us to recruit 15 temporary Playworkers allowing an extra team of staff
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