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Waste Management

The recycling rates at the end of August stand at 53%.  A review of the revised collection arrangements is now virtually completed and will be presented to the Executive in November.

Fixed Penalties

I can advise the Council that from January 2007 to October 2007 there were:

Dog fouling:        
-   117   10% up on last year

Dogs off leads:   
-     6

Litter:                
-    14

Fly Posting:         
-    25

Fly tipping:          
-     1 (current FPN enforcement rests with waste management section)

There have been 49 warning letters for litter thrown from cars.  The department have responded to 450 complaints from the public.  The effect of the enforcement team is evident as you walk through the City, ie, less litter on the streets, fuller bins, cigarette butts on top of the bins, etc.  The bio bags for dog fouling, and pocket ashtrays, were accepted by members of the public.  The department are working in partnership with other agencies to organise litter picks and are planning to tour the junior schools early 2008 aiming at the 5/6 years to ensure that cultural attitudes in the future are very different from today’s.

Bereavement Services

The Council committed approximately £750,000 to the replacement of two crematers and to comply with new emissions regulations.   This major piece of work is now completed and there is an open evening arranged for 26 November.   I would encourage as many Members as possible to attend.

We will also have on display at this event the two awards that have been won this year and presented to us by the Institute of Cemetery & Cremation Management.   For the second year running we have been voted best Cemetery & Crematorium in the country.   We should be very proud that we have achieved this award 3 times in the last 10 years.   In addition we were the winners of a new award for environmental awareness.

I am sure you will join me in congratulating the whole team for the quality of the service that they provide to our community, and I would hope that this Council would wish to send a letter to the staff in question.

York Fields

I am working with Ward Councillors and the County Councillors to assess the potential for long term, sustainable improvements at York Fields.   This former landfill site is substantially owned by both Councils and has in many respects become an eyesore.   We are all exploring options on how this can be improved to the benefit of the local community.  This is an ideal opportunity for the City and the County to work together for the benefit of the community.

Talkin Tarn
The improvement works and management of Talkin Tarn by this Council was nominated for an award for sustainability in the prestigious 2007 Public Servants of the Year Award in London.  There were some 20 applicants for the sustainability section.  Talkin Tarn and this City Council were one of three nominated for the final award.   Whilst we did not win the top prize this year, I am sure you will agree it was a major achievement to have reached the last three finalists.   

This together with the environmental award at Richardson Street is tangible evidence of commitment to the Council's priority of 'Cleaner, Greener and Safer'.

Energy Savings Trust

Following on from the above I can advise that the Council is participating in an initiative with the Energy Savings Trust to reduce our carbon footprint.   Carlisle has been selected as one of the only 20 Authorities across Britain to participate, because of some of our achievements, enthusiasm and commitment.

The outcome of this work will be a 'health check' and an action plan for improvement, which will put us in a strong and proactive position to respond to the Climate Change Bill.

Civic Centre

In my last report to the Council I mentioned that there was ongoing works on the second floor of the Civic Centre.   This has now been completed and I would urge you to go and have a look at the improvements.

Chances Park
A major new Lottery bid has been submitted by the partnership of the City Council, The Friends of Chances Park and the Morton Community Centre.   The bid, totalling just under £1m will provide better access, landscape restoration and a programme of activities for all.   If successful there will be a detailed development phase, followed by work on the ground starting hopefully in 2009.

The Friends of Chances Park have raised the sum of £11,900 towards the cost of improved drainage on the football pitches within the park.   This represents 75% of the total cost and once again demonstrates the advantages of working in partnership with local communities.  The Green Spaces team is grateful to the Friends group for their excellent efforts on behalf of the Park.
Planning

I believe that the results of the Tesco inquiry are worth noting and the reasons for the decisions.  The first reason was basically that the Secretary of State agreed with the Inspector's recommendations that the Appeal for the larger store on stilts should be dismissed and planning permission refused.  The Appeal for the smaller store be approved with conditions.  The Council will now have to wait to see whether Tesco proceeds to build the smaller store. 

The second reason was that the Secretary of State agreed with the

Inspector’s conclusion that, as there is no sequentially preferable site with in

the City centre, the allocated land at Morton constitutes a first preference

location. 

The Inspector's Report into the Local Plan Inquiry will be with the Council on 22 February 2008.  The Council then has 21 days in which to check the report for accuracy before the Report is made public on 17 March 2008.

The Planning Department have received an application for planning permission for the Airport.  This is the largest the Council has received for some time.  We have also received the Police Headquarters application.

Now that the Local Plan Inquiry is over the Local Plans Section is preparing a series of supplementary planning documents.  The County Council’s Minerals and Waste Plan Core Strategy is out for Consultation as from 2 November to 14 December 2007.

Japanese Knotweed

The knotweed has been sprayed at least twice in various locations.  Results show that the spraying has either killed off or retarded its growth.  However, surveys will be needed in the spring to assess the real success of this year’s spraying.  It may be that spraying over the next 3-4 years will be needed to completely eradicate it in these areas.  However, we have made a good start for the first year.

Himalayan Bolsam

As you will be aware, Himalayan Bolsam is a massive problem nation wide,  This is reflected in the amount of Bolsam we have in Carlisle.  We have actively strimmed out the Bolsam.

However, it is unrealistic to expect to get on top of the problem in the City.  Much of the Bolsam growth is located in areas that are inaccessible and not safe to send men and machines in.  But in those areas of the City where it is accessible, Bolsam has been strimmed out.

If any Member needs further information, or identifies problems in their area, please contact:

Jonathan May

Countrywide Officer

Bousteads Grassing

01228 618552

Below are the areas already treated:

· Swifts Golf Course

· Willowholme Industrial Estate

· Kingmoor Nature Reserve

· Kingmoor North Nature Reserve by Asda Car Park

· Bog Yard Council Depot

· Arthur Street Allotments

· Nicholas Street Allotments

· St Nicholas Bridge Allotments

· Botcherby Paddock Allotments

· Adelaide Street Allotments

· Willowholme Allotments

· Town Dyke Orchard Car Park

· Hammonds Pond
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