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The report summaries the 2002/03 carry forward requests for the Planning Services Business Unit.  The report provides justification and reasons for the request for carry forward.  
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1.0
Introduction

1.1 The Executive at their meeting on the 7 July 2003 considered Report FS17/03 General Fund Provisional Financial Out Turn 2002/03.  The Executive resolved in connection with carry forward requests that;

'5 That the carry forward requests in category B and C and the bids identified in paragraph 5, with the exception of the bids referred to in resolution 3 and 4 above, be not approved and Heads of Business Units be asked to prepare further reports in support of those carry forwards and bids for consideration by a future meeting of the Executive'.

1.2
This is the report for Planning Services Business Unit following that resolution.

2.0
Category B Carry Forward Requests

2.1
There were 6 items identified for Planning Services carry forwards within the report.  These were:

1
E51-0001-0111
Honorarium re Planning Applications at Green Syke.
£      720

2
E40-1560-3712
Disabled Access Grants approved in 2002/03 work commenced but not completed.
£   4,592

3

4

5

6
E54-8482-3430

E54-8043-3430

E54-1699-3443

E54-1699-3712
Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERS) grants either awarded or still to be awarded.

Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme (HERS) grants still to be awarded.

Historic Buildings Grants awarded, but not yet paid.

Historic Buildings Grants awarded, but not yet paid.
£135,000

£  10,000

£  22,860

£  50,322
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2.2
Items 2 to 6 are for items where the money is committed but has not been paid out.  In respect of item 1 'Honorarium re Planning Applications at Greensyke' this money has already been paid to the Officer concerned.  In respects of item 2 'Disabled Access Grants approved in 2002/03 work commenced, but not completed' and items 5 and 6 Historic Buildings Grants awarded, but not yet paid' these are grants that have been awarded to particular projects, but cannot be paid until the work has been completed.  The Council has, therefore, entered into a commitment to award grants, but cannot actually pay the money until the scheme has been completed and inspected to ensure the quality of the work.  It is, therefore, essential if the Council is to meet its obligations with regards to these grants awarded that the money is carried forward.

2.3
In respect of items 3 and 4, Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme, where grants are either awarded or still to be awarded the Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme is a grant scheme jointly funded between the City Council and English Heritage.  Members will recall that the scheme in Fisher Street, which had been awarded a considerable amount of money, actually collapsed during reconstruction work and obviously the money allocated for that scheme is now no longer required.  In order to make this money available for other schemes, which were in the pipeline, English Heritage extended the HERS Scheme for a further 6 months.  If this grant money is not awarded, either in full or in part to additional schemes before the close of the of the scheme the City Council’s money, which was funded from either the Conservation Revolving Fund or the Conservation Enhancement Budget, should be returned as agreed at the outset to the Conservation Revolving Fund.  It is, therefore, important this money is carried forward.

3.0
Category C Carry Forward Requests

3.1
Planning Services Business Unit had 2 carry forward requests with regard to this category.  These were:

1
E52-8493-3430
Morton Planning Inquiry (lack of Environmental Statements caused delay)-Inquiry to take place 2003/04.
£  25,000

2
E54-0001-0890
Balance of DEFRA money carried forward from last year to be used for furniture when new accommodation available.
£  12,800


Report to the Executive








P.33/03

3.2
During the last financial year 2002/03 a budget bid was approved for £25,000 to cover the cost of the Morton Planning Inquiry, which resulted from the decision by the Deputy Prime Minister to call in the Morton Planning Applications.  As part of his decision to call in the application the Deputy Prime Minister required Environmental Statements to be prepared for all the planning applications.  The preparation of these statements by the applicants has taken considerably longer than was anticipated and therefore, rather than the Planning Inquiry being held early in 2003 it is unlikely to be heard until the early part of 2004.  The Council does not have an alternative other than to appear at the Inquiry and will require legal representation and it is, therefore, important that this money is carried forward.

3.3
Members will recall that following the Foot and Mouth outbreak the Conservation Officer was seconded to DEFRA to advise farmers and DEFRA on the best way to disinfect historic farm buildings.  This money was carried forward from 2001/02 to be used for the purchase of new furniture to meet Health and Safety requirements and to provide better working conditions for Officers.  Although over half of the furniture has now been purchased and is being used, the reminder will not be purchased until more space has become available following the reorganisation of the Authority.  Additional space is urgently required and is likely to become available within the next 2 or 3 months and this money can then be used to replace old and unsatisfactory furniture for the reminder of the Officers and also to provide furniture for additional members of staff, including the NLPG/GIS Manager and Assistant.

3.4
It is, therefore, considered essential that this money is also carried forward.

4.0
Consultation

4.1
Consultation to date – Portfolio Holder, CMT and the Head of Financial Services.

4.2
Consultation proposed – Not applicable.

5.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1
The Executive is asked to approve the carry forward requests detailed in the report.
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6.0
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
As detailed in sections 2 and 3 above.

7.0
IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – Staffing implications as set out in the report.

· Financial – Included in the main body of the report.

· Legal – Not applicable.

· Corporate – CMT and Head of Financial Services have been consulted and their comments incorporated into the report.

· Risk Management – The request for the Conservation Grants carry forwards are required to meet a commitment from the Council to both English Heritage and the applicants.  The request to carry forward the money for the Morton Inquiry is required to meet a commitment from the Council to be represented at the Morton Planning Inquiries.  The requirement to carry forward the money for the new furniture is required to meet Health and Safety requirements.

· Equality Issues – Not applicable.

· Environmental – Money requested to be carried forward in respect of the Conservation Grants is required to meet the Council’s obligations with regard to Listed Buildings and Conservation Area.

· Crime and Disorder – Not applicable.

Alan Eales

Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Eales
Ext:
7170
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