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The appended report provides information on current progress and developments with local air quality management following the Updating and Screening Assessment report 2006.
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That members receive the report and consider the content.
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1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
Introduction 


The Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee examined the Local Air Quality 
Updating and Screening Assessment Report on 8th June 2006 and expressed 
concern that it was necessary to declare an additional Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA) for the Currock Street area.


The Committee, in its role of having oversight of the health consequences of poor 
air quality, asked the Director of Community Services to provide a report on the 
progress of an Action Plan in relation to the declared Air Quality Management Area 
in the Stanwix and Kingstown Areas.

The Committee also recognised that Air Pollution, in particular in the Air Quality Management Areas, and the effect on individual members of the population need to be key considerations in the development by the Council of its Movement Strategy and the contribution that the Council makes to the Local Transport Plan 2.

1.2 Progress with Air Quality Management Area No 2 – Currock Street

The Updating and Screening Assessment Report 2006 has been fully accepted by Defra, including the recommendation for an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) for Currock Street.

The Updating and Screening Report has now been sent out to statutory consultees for comment and has also been placed on the Council’s website.  The consultation period ended on the 30.9.06 and no comments were received.  The declaration of the Air Quality Management Area (No2) for Currock Street is now with legal services who are in the process of making an order.  An advisory leaflet is also to be sent out to residents on Currock Street.

1.3 Progress with Air Quality Action Plan

In respect of progress with the Air Quality action plan I can advise that a meeting was held on the 16th August 2006 to discuss possible measures to be included in the Action Plan.  The meeting was well attended with representatives from Cumbria County Council, Stagecoach, Economic Development and Environmental Services present.


There was a brief presentation by Environmental Services on the Council’s 
roles and responsibilities to monitor and manage local air quality.


Discussions moved onto identifying present commitments already in place to 
improve air quality and associated traffic problems within the City including the 
Local Transport Plan (2), the Carlisle Renaissance Movement Strategy and 
the Carlisle District Local Plan.  There was a general view that measures that would 
have to be taken to address air quality issues within the Air Quality Management 
Area would also have a positive impact on the central urban areas of the City.


It was agreed that each of the parties would give further consideration to the details 
of their contributions to the action plan and further individual meetings would then 
be held between them and the City Council.  These have now taken place with 
meetings being held with the Principal Local Transport Policy Officer (Cumbria 
County Council), the Highways Manager (Cumbria County Council), The Operations 
Director of Stagecoach, Cumbria 
Energy Efficiency Advice Centre, Head of 
Planning Services (Carlisle City Council), and the Council’s Environmental 
Performance Manager.


Written submissions from these parties are to follow to a deadline of 31.12.06.  The 
proposed action measures will be presented by each party an agreed format by all 
parties for inclusion into the Action Plan.


It is envisaged that a draft Air Quality Action Plan will be available in 
January/February 2007.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1
That members receive the report and consider the content.
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