

There has been one meeting of the Committee since the beginning of the new Municipal Year.  This provided an opportunity to examine the Work Programme together with the Forward Plan.  A large number of items in the Forward Plan will be coming to the Committee and Members made several valuable points concerning future Agendas.  On some occasions in recent months, the Agenda has been extremely long.

It was agreed that the Agendas needed to match the exercise of worthwhile scrutiny, together with addressing issues of highest priority to the community.  Further, that the Committee needs regular opportunities to question the Portfolio Holders in depth in order to scrutinise the effectiveness of the Council's policies.  All the suggestions made will be borne in mind when the Agendas are drawn up.

Five items relating to housing matters are scheduled to come to the Committee and it was agreed that a workshop on Housing Supply would be held early in August.  A date to be arranged.

The Committee spent a large part of the meeting considering the final draft of the Corporate Improvement Plan and Best Value Performance Plan.  The Portfolio Holders were questioned at length on aspects of the two plans that it was felt needed clarity and explanation on how policy aspirations would be achieved.  This was a constructive session of scrutiny with a number of suggestions that hopefully the Executive will pursue.

The Committee welcomed an update given on Licensing Issues arising from the Evening and Night Time Review and following questioning, resolved that the recommendations made by the Task Group should be monitored at a future date by the Committee.

Following examination of the report on the progress and developments in the delivery of the Carlisle Renaissance Year 1 Action Plan, it was agreed that a further Economic Strategy Workshop should be held at an appropriate time.

Finally, Councillor Earp and Councillor Boaden were appointed members of the Parish Plan Protocol Task and Finish Group for the Municipal Year 2007/08.

Councillor O Luckley

Chairman

Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

2 July 2007
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