CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL MEETING)

THURSDAY 4 JANUARY 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.01/07

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Glendinning, Mrs Prest, Mrs Rutherford and Scarborough.

C.02/07

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs Mallinson, Watson, Mrs Bradley, Weber, Toole and McDevitt declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Local Government Re-organisation and the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities”.  They indicated that their interest was as Members of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Collier declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Local Government Re-organisation and the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities”.  He indicated that this interest was as a Member of the County Council and the Lake District National Park.

Councillors Glover and Reardon declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Local Government Re-organisation and the White Paper Strong and Prosperous Communities.  They indicated that their interest was as employees of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Atkinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Local Government Re-organisation and the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities”.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of the employment of a member of his family by the Cumbria County Council.

C.03/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) The Mayor

The Mayor reported the death of Councillor Geoff Hodgson and also the death of former Councillor Arnold Watson.  Councillors Allison, Aldersey, Mitchelson, Boaden and Collier paid tribute to the work of Councillor Hodgson in serving both the City and County Councils and for the work which he carried out on behalf of his constituents and the people of Carlisle.  They also paid tribute to Councillors Hodgson’s courage in battling his illness.

Tributes were also paid to former Councillor Watson for his work as a City Councillor and the Council stood for a two minute silence as a mark of respect to the memories of both Councillor Hodgson and former Councillor Watson.

(ii) The Leader

There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council.

(iii) The Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(iv) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.04/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.05/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice.

C.06/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no notice of motion had been submitted.

C.07/07
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND THE WHITE PAPER – STRONG AND PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES

Pursuant to Minute C.187/06 consideration was given to the report of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (CE.35/06) which set out details of the work which had been undertaken since the meeting of the City Council on 7 November 2006 and the proposed response to the Local Government White Paper – “Strong and Prosperous Communities”.  The report summarised the work which had been undertaken including the engagement of financial consultants to  disaggregate County Council budgets, visits to Unitary Authorities, to learn about and develop patterns of service delivery and structures.  The report concluded that after due consideration Officers advice was that a bid for Unitary Structure in Carlisle should not be prepared in response to the invitation as a quality submission could not be prepared given the Department for Communities and Local Government timetable and the information currently available from the County Council.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded a recommendation that the City Council :

1. notes with concern Cumbria County Council’s bid for Unitary Status and opposes the bid in its current intended form,

2. seeks to work with the other Cumbrian District Councils and the Lake District National Park Authority to commission the study of  appropriate governance and administrative arrangements of the sub region of Cumbria,

3. seeks support from the other Cumbria District Councils to write on behalf of Cumbrian districts to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government alerting her to this work and indicating opposition to the County Council’s bid for Unitary Status.

Councillor Mitchelson set out in some detail the reasons behind the recommendations.  Councillor Mitchelson also indicated that he would circulate to all Members of the City Council copies of slides which he had received following a meeting with the County Council with regard to the County Council’s bid for Unitary Authority Status.

Following some discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the City Council :

(1)
notes with concern Cumbria County Council’s bid for Unitary Status

and opposes the bid in its current intended form.

(2) Seeks to work with the other Cumbrian District Councils and the Lake District National Park Authority to commission a study of the appropriate governance and administrative arrangements of the sub region of Cumbria.

(3)
Seeks support from the other Cumbrian District Councils to write on behalf of Cumbrian Districts to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government alerting her to this work and indicating opposition to the County Council’s bid for Unitary Status.

C.08/07
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.99/06) indicating that the Call In process in respect of items relating to the Local Government White Paper – “Strong and Prosperous Communities” which had been considered at the meeting of the Executive on 18 December 2006 and the 4 January 2007 should not be applied as the items had been deemed as Urgent Decisions and the Mayor had agreed that the above decisions should not be subject to Call In.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.09/07
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 7.46 pm)
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