CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 17 JANUARY 2006 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), 


Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Firth, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Luckley, 


Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, 


Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, 


Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, 


Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall, Wilson

C.01/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Farmer (P) and Councillor Mrs Mallinson.

C.02/06
COUNCILLOR MRS LUCKLEY

The Mayor welcomed Councillor Mrs Luckley to her first meeting of the City Council following her election on 24 November 2005.

C.03/06
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 8 November 2005 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.04/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following Members declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the Concessionary Fares Scheme.  Their interests related to the fact that they were eligible for Concessionary Fares.

Councillors Mrs Bradley, McDevitt, Mrs Styth, Weber, Hendry, Ms Martlew, Mrs C Rutherford, Allison, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Farmer, Firth, Morton, Joscelyne, Stockdale, Weedall, Bloxham, Graham, the Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Mrs Prest, Crookdake, Collier, Earp, Toole and Dodd.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of any items relating to Cumbria Vision. He stated that his interest was as a local authority representative.

Councillor Ms Patrick declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to Planning Application 05/04097 regarding proposed Residential Development at Watts Storage depot, London Road, Carlisle.  She stated that her interest related to the interests of a member of her family in the application.  

Councillor Hodgson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the notice of motion regarding the Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership.  He stated that his interest was as a Cumbria County Council representative on the Committee.

Councillor R Watson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of any items on the agenda which related to Cumbria County Council.  He stated that his interest was as a Member of the Cumbria County Council.

C.05/06
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(a)
The Mayor – 

The Mayor reported the death on 9 November 2005 of former Councillor 

Keith Aitken who had been a Member of the City Council between 1976 and 1992 and was Mayor of the City in 1985/86.

The Mayor also reported the death on 31 December 2005 of                       Mrs Jean Hayhurst who was Mayoress of the City in 1969/70.  

The Council stood in a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to the memories of Keith Aitken and Jean Hayhurst.

Councillor Bradley paid tribute to the work of former Councillor Aitken and particularly his strong sense of justice in defending the interests of those most vulnerable people in the Community.  She added that he was a thoughtful practical person and as a Member of the Joint Management Team had played a significant part in the development of the city during the 1970’s and 1980’s.  She also praised the work he did on behalf of his constituents in Denton Holme and for the wider community of Carlisle.  Councillors Collier, Mrs Geddes, Aldersey and Stockdale also paid their tributes to the memory of former Councillor Aitken.  

Mrs Styth paid tribute to the life of Jean Hayhurst and recounted the active part which she had played in local politics not only in the Upperby Ward but in support of the Labour Party in the City.

The Mayor also read out a letter which had been received from               Prince Charles which had also been read at the recent event to mark the first anniversary of the January floods in which Prince Charles expressed his support for the City and his best wishes for the New Year.

The Mayor also reminded Members that a Burns Supper had been arranged for the 21 January 2006 in aid of the Mayor’s Charity.  The event was to be held at the Eden Golf Club and she encouraged Members to attend.

(a)
The Leader – 


There were no announcements from the Leader.

(b)
Members of the Executive – 


There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(c)
Town Clerk & Chief Executive – 


There were no announcements from the Town Clerk & Chief Executive.

C.06/06
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk & Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Public.

C.07/06
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk & Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been received from Members of the Public.

C.08/06
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk & Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.09/06
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt and adoption of the minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 14 and 21 November 2005 and                19 December 2005.  Councillor Firth seconded the above minutes and moved the adoption of the minutes of the Meeting of the Executive held on              12 December 2005.  The minutes of the Meeting held on 12 December 2005 were seconded.

In moving the minutes Councillor Mitchelson moved a correction to minute EX.239/05 Implications of the Children’s Act 2004 to the effect that the Portfolio Holder nominated as the lead Member to ensure that the responsibilities were given an appropriate recognition and profile should refer to Councillor Mrs Bowman, the Economic Development and Regeneration Portfolio Holder, and not the Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Activities.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the minutes of the Meeting of the Executive held on 14 and 21 November 2005 and 12 and 19 December 2005 be received subject to the amendment of minute EX.239/05 to show that Councillor        Mrs Bowman, the Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Regeneration, should be the nominated lead Member to ensure that the responsibilities of the Children’s Act are given appropriate recognition and profile.

(2)
Pursuant to minute EX.264/05 – Executive response on the 2006/07 Budget and in response to questions, the Leader agreed that consultations with rate payers would be carried out on any major expenditure in connection with the Tullie House Development Plan prior to a decision being made by the City Council.

(3)
Pursuant to minute EX.282/05 – Anti-Social Behaviour Act, and in response to questions the Leader indicated that in authorising the Town Clerk & Chief Executive to act on behalf of the Council in respect of the powers available to the Police under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act he had agreed that where practicable prior consultation would be carried out with Group Leaders and the Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on any proposals.  He anticipated that the Group Leaders would also carry out consultation with Ward Councillors on any such proposals.

C.10/06
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:-

(i)
Health and Community Activities;

(ii)
Corporate Resources;

(iii)
Policy and Performance Management;

(iv)
Finance and Resources;

(v)
Promoting Carlisle;

(vi)
Economic Development and Regeneration;

(vii)
Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport;

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports and it was:

RESOLVED - (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)
That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Activities arrange for local Members to be consulted with regards to surveys and proposals for Play Areas.

(3)
That it be noted that the Multi-Use Games Areas will be opened shortly and that the Portfolio Holder would arrange for local Members to be invited to the openings.

(4)
That Councillor Mrs Geddes arrange for a written reply to be sent to Councillor Mrs Styth with regards to the Emergency Response arrangements and in particular the operation of a telephone system in respect of callers to the Civic Centre out of hours.

(5)
That the arrangements for Members to be invited to attend the Framework Movement Strategy event on Friday 27 January between 5.00pm and 7.00pm in the Library, The Lanes, Carlisle be noted.

(6)
That the Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Regeneration circulate copies of the Ward Unemployment Figures to all Members as soon as they become available.

C.11/06
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Management
Councillor Mrs Prest moved, and Councillor Dodd seconded, that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on                      15 December 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Prest also presented the Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 15 December 2005 together with the Chairman’s report, be received and adopted.

(b)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Boaden moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 24 and 29 November 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 24 and 29 November 2005, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(c)
Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest moved, and it was seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 10 November and 1 and 6 December 2005, be received and adopted.  Councillor Mrs Prest also moved the Vice-Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 10 November and                          1 and 6 December 2005, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(d)
Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Dodd moved, and Councillor Mrs Crookdake seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 27 October 25 November and 15 December 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor Dodd also moved the receipt and adoption of the Chairman’s Report which had been prepared by Councillor Mrs Mallinson.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 27 October 25 November and     15 December 2005, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.12/06
REGULATORY PANEL
Councillor Mrs Parsons moved, and Councillor Morton seconded, that the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 23 November 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 23 November 2005 be received and adopted.

C.13/06
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved, and Councillor Morton seconded, the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 9 and 11 November and 14 and 16 December 2005.

Councillor Collier responded to Members question.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 9 and 11 November and 14 and 16 December 2005 be received and adopted.

C.14/06
APPEALS PANEL 
Councillor Stockdale moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 1 December 2005.

Councillor Weedall moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 14 December 2005.  

Members noted that the meeting of the Appeals Panel on the 1 December had met as a Corporate Complaint Board of Arbitration to consider a Corporate Complaint but whilst accepting that there was a need for confidentiality it was felt that there was also a need for Members to be aware of the outcome of the Appeal and the decisions which had been made and requested that in future further details be provided regarding the outcome of those Meetings of Appeals Panels which were meeting as a Corporate Complaint Boards of Arbitration.  

Members noted that this could require amendments to be made to the format and protocols of the Council’s Corporate Complaints Procedure.

Members also highlighted the work which was being carried out by Appeals Panels in determining many different types of Appeals and requested that further details be provided for Members on the range of work being carried out by those Panels. 

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 1 and 14 December 2005 be received.

(2)
That the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in consultation with the Director of Legal and Democratic Services prepare a report for Members detailing the range of work being carried out by the Appeals Panel including a breakdown as to the types of Appeals which are being dealt with and their outcome.  The report to provide proposals to make sure that the Protocols and Procedures followed by the Appeal Panel, including the occasions where it meets as a Corporate Complaint Board or Arbitration, are clear and transparent for Members.

C.15/06
NOTICE OF MOTION
(1)
The Union of the Kings Own Royal Border Regiment, King’s Regiment, Queen’s Lancashire Regiment to form the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment (King’s, Lancashire and Border). 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Director of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Aldersey:

“The Council regret the loss of the unique identity of the King’s Own Royal Border Regiment arising from the merger of Regiments in July 2006.  In order to recognise the King’s Own Border Regiment’s long association with Carlisle and Cumbria and to mark the end of a proud era of outstanding and distinguished military service it is proposed that the Council formally honour the Regiment by way of a Civic Welcome together with a programme of appropriate celebratory and ceremonial events, providing an opportunity for the public, and for past and present personnel, to demonstrate their appreciation and pride in our local Regiment”.

Councillor Tootle seconded the above motion.

Following voting thereon it was 

RESOLVED – (1)
That the motion of Councillor Aldersey as set out above be agreed.

(2)
Notice of Motion - Tyne Valley Rail Line 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12.  The Director of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Earp: 

“This Council views with concern the proposed closure of stations on the Tyne Valley Rail Line.  This Council requests the Executive to support the Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership by lobbying the Department of Transport, the Commons Transport Committee and the Secretary of State for Transport, The Right Honourable Alistair Darling, MP, to ensure that all train stations on this route west of Haltwhistle remain open”.

Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the motion.

Councillor Glover moved an amendment to Councillor Earp’s motion by the addition of the following words at the end of the motion.

“This Council further believes that an efficient and sustainable public transport network is essential to the economic and environmental wellbeing of the City of Carlisle.  It therefore urges the Executive to seek not only to protect existing stations, but also improvements to services serving communities in our area”.

Councillor Glover’s amendment was seconded by Councillor Atkinson.

The amendment of Councillor Glover was accepted by Councillor Earp and Councillor Mrs Bradley moved under standing Order 14(11)(a)(2) that the question be put.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the motion of Councillor Earp, as amended by Councillor Glover, and as set out below be agreed:

“This Council views with concern the proposed closure of stations on the Tyne Valley Rail Line.  This Council requests the Executive to support the Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership by lobbying the Department of Transport, the Commons Transport Committee and the Secretary of State for Transport The Right Honourable Alistair Darling MP, to ensure that all train stations on this route west of Haltwhistle remain open.

This Council further believes that an efficient and sustainable public transport network is essential to the economic and environmental wellbeing of the City of Carlisle.  It therefore urges the Executive to seek not only to protect existing stations, but also improvements to services serving communities in our area”.

C.16/06
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
(1)
EX.238/05 Information and Communications Technology Policy and Implementation Strategy 

Pursuant to Minute EX.238/05 consideration was given to a report (CIS.17/05) and a recommendation from the Executive that the Council approve and adopt the Information Technology Policy as attached to the above report.  

Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation.  

Councillor Mrs Geddes also expressed her appreciation for the work which had been carried out by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee in scrutinising the Policy and Strategy.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Information and Communications Technology Policy and Implementation Strategy as attached to report CIS.17/05 be approved and adopted by the City Council.

(2)
EX.249/05 - Dates and times of meetings 2006/7 

Pursuant to Minute EX.249/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the dates and time of meetings in 2006/07 Municipal Year as set out in the Schedule attached to report LDS.3/06 be approved.  A copy of minute excerpts EX.249/05, OSM.51/05 and OSM.52/05 setting out the views of the Executive and Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee were also circulated.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Schedule of dates and times of meetings in the 2006/07 Municipal Year as set out in the Schedule attached to Report LDS.3/06 be approved.  It being noted that the Council would consider later in the agenda a recommendation from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee that the Constitution be amended to allow the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee to meet on a quarterly basis.

(2)
That the dates and times of meetings of the Executive which had been chosen by the Leader be noted.

(3)
That the position regarding potential for additional meetings to be scheduled for the approval of the final accounts and the 2007/08 Budget process be noted.

(4)
That the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee be brought to the Executives attention when setting the dates and times for JMT meetings for 2006/07.

(iii)
EX.259/05 - Concessionary Fares Scheme

Pursuant to minute EX.259/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Council approve Option 3 for free on and off peak Concessionary Travel within the district as the Concessionary Travel Scheme to be operated from 1 April 2006.  

The Mayor indicated that she had received notice of three amendments in respect of this item of business.  

Councillor Bloxham submitted the following amendment:- 

“The Executive recommends that the City Council approve “free on and off peak travel within the district and a 60% concession on other journeys within Cumbria starting or finishing in Carlisle.

The financial impact of this revised proposal is estimated as an additional cost to the Council £106,000.  The implications of how to fund this additional cost being considered during the budget process.  

The Council further resolves to make representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport on the way the Scheme is funded penalising Carlisle financially.

The Council also requests both our MP’s to make further representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport.

The Council agrees that the Executive should review the Scheme after six months when actual ridership figures are available and following the result of the representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport”.  

Councillor Allison submitted the following amendment:

“That the free bus travel scheme be subject to a review by the Executive after five months, when the scheme is well established and the take up and level of Government support is known.  Depending on the outcome, the Executive may then be able to recommend further enhancement of the scheme outside Carlisle District, effective in the second half of the year”.

Councillor Weber submitted the following amendment:

(i)
“That the City Council approves Option 3A for free on and off peak travel within the district only and a 60% concession on other journeys within Cumbria starting or finishing in Carlisle.

(ii)
That the City Council ask the Executive to arrange a meeting with representatives of Cumbria County Council and the other Cumbrian District Councils in order to investigate the possibility of creating a cross-county scheme for free travel throughout Cumbria”.

Councillor Bloxham as mover of the original amendment agreed to accept the relevant parts of the amendments submitted by Councillor Allison and Councillor Weber into one composite motion as set out below.  The composite motion was seconded by Councillor Mitchelson.

Councillor Weber also presented a petition calling on the Council to support Pensioners for free travel throughout Cumbria and not just Carlisle which he presented to Councillor Bloxham.  

Councillor Allison in introducing his amendment indicated that he had requested a review of the Scheme after five months as this would allow democratic input to the review before implementing the Scheme for the second half of the year.  

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services informed Members that the item was being considered under the Budget and Policy Framework rules and a decision by the Council to agree an amendment to proposals submitted by the Executive would operate as a reference back to the Executive.  It was proposed that the Executive could give further consideration to the amendment agreed by Council at the meeting of the Executive on the 23 January 2006 with the matter being referred back to the Council at its special meeting on the 6 February 2006.

RESOLVED – (1)
Pursuant to the Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules the Council request the Executive to give further consideration to the recommendation under minute EX.259/05 relating to Concessionary Fares Scheme and to report back on those considerations to the special meeting of the City Council on the 6 February 2006.

(2)
The Council request the Executive to consider the following amendment  

“The Executive recommends that the City Council approve “free on and off peak travel within the district and a 60% concession on other journeys within Cumbria starting or finishing in Carlisle.

The financial impact of this revised proposal is estimated as an additional cost to the Council of £106,000.  The implications of how to fund this additional cost being considered during the budget process.

That the City Council ask the Executive to arrange a meeting with representatives of Cumbria County Council and the other Cumbrian District Councils in order to investigate the possibility of creating a cross-county scheme for free travel throughout Cumbria.

The Council further resolves to make representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport on the way the Scheme is funded penalising Carlisle financially.  

The Council also requests both our MP’s to make further representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport. 

The Council agrees that the Executive should review the scheme after five months when actual ridership figures are available and following the result of the representations to the Minister for Local Government and the Secretary of State for Transport”.

(iv)
EX.272/05 - Collection Fund Precept Payment Dates

Pursuant to Minute EX.272/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Director of Corporate Services be given delegated authority to set Collection Fund Precept Payment Date in future years.

A copy of report RB.10/05 and Minute extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Director of Corporate Services be granted delegated authority to set Collection Fund Precept Payment Dates in future years.

(v)
EX.282/05 - Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003

Pursuant to Minute EX.282/05 a copy of the Executives recommendations regarding arrangements to be included by the Leader in the Scheme of delegation relating to the provisions of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 had been circulated.  Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Firth seconded that the information be noted.

During consideration of the item Members highlighted the need for Ward Members to be consulted as part of the consultation arrangements so that they were aware of events in their Wards.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the report be noted.

C.17/06
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Pursuant to Minute OSM.51/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee that the Council’s Constitution be amended to the effect that Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee should now meet on a quarterly basis.  Councillor Mrs Prest moved and it was seconded and.

RESOLVED – 
That the Council’s Constitution be amended to the effect that Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee will now meet on a quarterly basis as opposed to the current requirement for the Overview & Scrutiny Management Committee to meet at least once every six weeks.

C.18/06
HOUSING MORATORIUM - UPDATE

Pursuant to Minute DC.132/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Development Control Committee that the Housing Moratorium Policy be lifted.  A copy of Report P1/06 and Minute extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and it was seconded that the Housing Moratorium Policy be lifted.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Housing Moratorium Policy be lifted.

C.19/06
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES

Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the Liberal Democrat Group Membership on the Development Control Committee for the Municipal Year 2005/06 be amended by replacing Councillor Mrs Farmer as a substitute on that Committee with Councillor Mrs Luckley.

C.20/06
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further items of communication which the Mayor wished to deal with.

(The meeting ended at 8.30 pm)

