CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2002 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Toole), Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Farmer, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hodgson (B), Hodgson (G), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, McDevitt, McMillan, Mitchelson, Morton, Parsons, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Stevenson, Stothard, Watson (A), Weber and Weedall.

C.141/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dodd, Ellis, King, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, Mrs Southward, Mrs Styth, Ms Watson and Wilson.

C.142/02
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 16 July and 29 August 2002 were circulated.  

Pursuant to Minute C.116/02 (2)(3)(4) and (6), Members noted that Portfolio Holders were to produce a number of written replies to various questions raised as a result of the Portfolio Holder Reports.

Members of the Executive commented on the actions which had been taken and it was

RESOLVED – (1)  That the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 16 July and 29 August 2002 be signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

(2)  That the Leader of the Council investigate the position with regard to the various written reports/replies which were required under Minute C.116/02 and ensure that replies/reports were circulated as necessary.

C.143/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

Consideration was given to whether the item of business relating to the Estimate to fund the appointment of a contractor to carry out post-assessment archaeological work in respect of the Millennium Project should be dealt with whilst the public and press were excluded from the meeting or could be dealt with in public.  After some discussion, it was

RESOLVED - That the item of business relating to the supplementary estimate to fund the appointment of a contractor to carry out post-assessment archaeological work in respect of the Millennium Project be dealt with whilst the public and press are present.

C.144/02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of personal interests relating to any item on the Agenda.

C.145/02
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor reported that the Civic Delegation of Councillors Mrs Rutherford, Ellis, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive and himself had recently returned from the three-way Civic Exchange in Slupsk.  He informed the Council that the visit had been busy but very enjoyable and he passed on to the Council the best wishes which had been sent from the President of Slupsk.

(b) The Leader of the Council

The Leader indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the notice of the Council.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.146/02
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 


AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public to be dealt with by the Council.

C.147/02
BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING

Pursuant to Minute C.136/02 (Organisational Review), Councillor Mitchelson reported that the Conservative and Liberal Democrat Groups had submitted their nominations of additional Members to serve on the Employment Panel as set out below:

Employment Panel (8)

Conservative
Labour
Liberal Democrat and Independents



Bloxham

Firth

Knapton

Mitchelson

Stevenson


Glover

Stothard
Farmer

Substitutes:

Bowman

Geddes

Prest (G)


Substitutes:

Atkinson

Wilson
Substitute:

Guest

RESOLVED - That the membership of the Employment Panel as set out above be noted and confirmed.

C.148/02
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

(a) Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, Councillor Stevenson asked the following question to Councillor Mrs Rutherford.


"Given the close, but positive vote by the Housing Tenants to the transfer of Council Houses to Carlisle Housing Association and on the assumption that Central Government accepts the results, which is more than likely, would the Chairman confirm that she accepts the result of the ballot?  Would she also confirm that the outcome of the vote is also accepted by the Labour Group?"

Councillor Mrs Rutherford responded to the effect that whilst she was Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure, that Committee did not deal with the transfer of housing stock and in her opinion the question would be better addressed to the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community.  She further added that she was not the Leader of the Labour Group and could not answer on behalf of the Group.  In response to a further question from Councillor Stevenson, Councillor Mrs Rutherford indicated that she had already replied and felt that the debate in the Council on the transfer of housing stock had already taken place.

(b) Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, Councillor Stevenson asked the following question to Councillor Guest:


"Some Members of the Liberal Democrat Group have in the past expressed their opposition to the proposed Housing Transfer.  Now that there has been a vote in favour of the Transfer, would the Chairman confirm his acceptance of the result and confirm support for it.  If this response is yes, would this view be shared by his colleagues?"

Councillor Guest responded by saying that he could not pre-empt the decision of the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister with regard to the transfer of Council Houses to Carlisle Housing Association.  He added that as the issue of the transfer of housing stock did not come within the ambit of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources he could not directly answer the question in his capacity as Chairman.  Councillor Guest did however offer to respond to Councillor Stevenson’s question should he write to Councillor Guest as the Leader of the Liberal Democrat and Independent Group.

C.149/02
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 8 and 29 July 2002, it being noted that the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 12 August 2002 had been approved by the meeting of the Special Council on 29 August 2002.

RESOLVED - That subject to the references from the Executive regarding the Council's Budget and Policy Framework being dealt with later in the meeting, the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 8 and 29 July 2002 be received, it being further noted that the Minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 12 August 2002 had been approved by the Special Meeting of the Council on 29 August 2002.

C.150/02
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

A copy of Reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:-

Community Activities



Health and Well Being

Corporate Resources

Policy and Performance Management

Finance and Resources

Promoting Carlisle

Economic Prosperity

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their Reports.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That the Mayor, in consultation with the Group Leader and the Portfolio Holder for Policy and Performance Management, consider further the format of Portfolio Holders' Reports to be submitted to Council to seek to achieve a layout and format of Reports which were sufficiently robust to provide Members of the Council with the information which they required.

(3) That the Leader of the City Council, in his role as Portfolio Holder for Promoting Carlisle, inform Councillor Bradley of the residential areas of the City which had been visited by the Judging Panel for the Britain in Bloom Competition.

(4) That the Leader of the City Council, in his role as Portfolio Holder for Promoting Carlisle, note the comments which had been submitted with regard to the provision of toilet facilities in the City Centre on the occasion of the arrival in the City of the Queen's Baton Relay for the Commonwealth Games when the Lanes toilets were closed.  The Leader to pass on those comments to the representative from The Lanes Management, as part of the City Events Group, with a request that they take appropriate action to arrange for the Lanes toilets to be open when future events are held in the City Centre in an evening.

(5) That the Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity inform the Cumbria Economic Intelligence Partnership that the reference to the Trinity Ward in their statistics is outdated as the Trinity Ward was changed to the Castle Ward some three years ago.

(6) That the Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity send a written reply to Councillor Glover in respect of his question on the Consultant's report prepared as part of the Regeneration Best Value Review.

(7) That the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport send a written reply to Councillor Glover with regard to his question relating to identifying funding and progress on the provision of bollards and railings at the Melbourne Road, Adelaide Street, Botcherby Avenue and Borland Avenue entrances to Melbourne Park.

C.151/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 4 July 2002 be received and adopted.

Councillor Knapton moved and Councillor Boaden seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 18 July and 20 August 2002.

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Bowman seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 1 August 2002.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and Councillor Mrs Mallinson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 15 July, 24 July and 8 August 2002.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees as outlined above be received and adopted.

C.152/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – CHAIRMAN’S


REPORT

The Chairmen of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure presented reports to Council.

The Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure in presenting her report expressed her appreciation for the opportunity to attend a meeting of the County Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee which she had found very helpful.

RESOLVED – That the reports be received.

C.153/02
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 24 July and 21 August 2002 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 24 July and 21 August 2002 be received.

C.154/02
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 10 and 12 July, 21 and 23 August 2002 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 10 and 12 July, and 21 and 23 August 2002 be received.

C.155/02
APPEALS PANEL

Councillors Morton, Mrs Fisher and Mrs Bowman moved the receipt of the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 9, 16 and 19 July and 22 August 2002.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 9, 16 and 19 July and 22 August 2002 be received.

C.156/02
MOTION – RECYCLING SERVICES

Consideration was given to the following motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor G Prest in accordance with Procedure Rule 12:-


“Carlisle City Council supports the campaign for the Doorstep Re-cycling Services to every home by 2010, with Central Government providing the resources for such schemes.  Benefits would include jobs locally; reduce pressure for landfill sites and incinerators; benefits to the environment via further cuts in emissions of greenhouse gasses and a reduction in the demand for raw materials, so encouraging sustainable and local waste management”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mitchelson.

The motion of Councillor G Prest was AGREED.

C.157/02
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO



THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK


(a) Viaduct Estate Development Brief
Pursuant to Minute EX.177/02 consideration was given to a report of the Director and Environment and Development on a draft Development Brief for land to the south west of the Viaduct Estate Road.  

Councillor Stevenson moved and Councillor G Prest seconded the receipt and adoption of report EN.76/02 as supplementary planning guidance for the land to the south west of the Viaduct Estate Road.

After considerable discussion and in accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4 Councillor Weber, supported by one fourth of the Members present at the meeting, moved that a recorded vote be taken on the above motion.  

Members voted as follows:

For Councillor Stevenson’s Motion – The Mayor, Councillors Aldersey, Bain, Bloxham, Mrs Bowman, Firth, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Guest, Hodgson (B), Hodgson (G), Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Robinson, Stevenson and Watson (A).

Against Councillor Stevenson’s Motion – Councillors Atkinson, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bradley, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Ms Quilter, Stothard and Weber.

Members who abstained from voting – Councillors Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Farmer, Fisher (L), Jefferson, Joscelyne, McDevitt, McMillan, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K).  

The motion of Councillor Stevenson as set out above was agreed.


(b) Final Accounts 2001 to General Fund Provisional Final Outturn 


2001/02

Pursuant to Minute EX.179/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2002/03 No 15) which summarised the provisional outturn for General Fund Services for 2001/02.  Councillor Stevenson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council:

(1) Receive the City Treasurer’s report and note that the figures are provisional and subject to audit.

(2) Approve the request to carry forward budgets in respect of

Category A 

   £486,034


Category B 

   £686,021


TOTAL
    


£1,172,055 

as detailed in Appendix 2 to Financial Memo 2002/03 No 15 to be funded from improved balances carried forward which are estimated to be improved by £1.1 million net of these carry forward approvals.


(c) Housing Revenue Account Provisional Final Outturn to 2001/02
Pursuant to Minute EX.180/02 consideration was given to the City Treasurer’s Financial Memo 2002/03 No 16 regarding the final outturn figures for the Housing Revenue Account for 2001/02.  

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Stevenson seconded and it was AGREED that: 

(1) The Report be received and it be noted that the figures are provisional and subject to audit.

(2) The carry forward requests totalling £1,413,480 in respect of committed expenditure and £70,940 in respect of uncommitted underspends as set out in Financial Memo 2002/03 No 16 be approved.


(d) General Fund Provisional Capital Outturn 2001/02 and 2002/03
Pursuant to Minute EX.181/02 consideration was given to the City Treasurer’s report (Financial Memo 2002/03 No 18) on the provisional outturn for the General Fund Capital Programme for 2001/02 and the details of the revised capital programme for 2002/03.  

Councillor Stevenson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the 2001/02 outturn, as detailed in Appendix 1 to Financial Memo 2002/03 No 18, be agreed it being noted that the figures are provisional and subject to audit.

(2) That the revised General Fund Capital Programme for 2002/03 as detailed in Appendix 2 to Financial Memo 2002/03 No 18 be approved.


(e) Housing Investment Programme 2001/02 and 2002/03
(1) Pursuant to Minute EX.182/02 consideration was given to the City Treasurer’s report (Financial Memo 2002/03 No 17) on the provisional outturn for the Housing Investment Programme for 2001/02 and the revised Housing Investment Programme for 2002/03.  

Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Stevenson seconded and it was AGREED 

(1) That the 2001/02 Housing Investment Programme Outturn as set out in Appendix 1 to Financial Memo 2002/03 be approved it being noted that the figures are provisional and subject to audit.

(2) That the revised Housing Investment Programme for 2002/03 as set out in Appendix 2 to Financial Memo 2002/03 No 17 be approved.


(f) Review of Discretionary Rate Relief Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.185/02 and EX.250/02 consideration was given to the City Treasurer’s report on the review of the Council’s Discretionary Rate Relief Policy.  

Councillor Stevenson moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that

(1) The Council adopt the new policy guidelines as set out in Appendix 3 to the City Treasurer’s Financial Memo 2002/03 No 25 as part of the Council’s policy framework incorporating the amendment to paragraph 1.3 on page 17 as recommended by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee so that it now reads:


“1.3 have the facilities been provided by self-help and/or grant aid?”

(2) That the Council note the current number of organisations qualifying for relief and that the 2002/03 budget provision of £50,540 is now overspent and consider increasing its Discretionary Rate Relief Budget for 2003/04 at revised estimated stage to fund future applications.


(g) Asset Management Implementation Strategy
Pursuant to Minute EX.186/02 consideration was given to a joint report of the Director of Environment and Development and the Head of Economic Development (EN.69/02 and EDU.10/02) on a strategy to implement the Council’s Asset Management Plan.  

Councillor Stevenson moved Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that:

(1) The proposed strategy and priorities as set out in joint report EN.69/02 and EDU.10/02 be agreed.

(2) That the Property Services trading account surplus of £33,000 achieved in 2001/02 be released to fund the priorities.

(3) That the Economic Property and Planning Research Report be agreed.

(4) That the capital budgetary provision of £100,000 in respect of the Asset Management Plan 2002/03 be released to enable the procurement of a specialist Property Database and tenders be invited from specialist providers in accordance with clause 4(2)(a) of the Contract Procedure Rules.


(h) Tullie House Savings and Options for Future Management
Pursuant to Minute EX.218/02 consideration was given to a report of the Director of Leisure and Community Development (LCD.22/02) detailing potential cost reductions in respect of Tullie House for 2003/04 onwards and outlining the option of managing the facilities through a Trust.  Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that:

(1) The anticipated savings arising from Trust formation be noted and the actions detailed in Minute EX.218/02 be taken and referred with the other saving options to the budgetary process.

(2) The option of creating an Independent Trust to manage Tullie House on behalf of the Council be noted as potentially the best way forward of delivering the Executive’s long term objectives.

(3) That as the creation of an Independent Trust to manage Tullie House would represent a significant change in Council policy, further detailed investigation be authorised.  It is noted that the approval of the full Council will be required in due course.


(i) General Fund Provision – Financial Outturn 2001/02
Pursuant to Minute EX.220/02 consideration was given to a report of the Director of Housing (H.50/02) seeking authority to release budgetary resources from 2001/02 held by the Authority on behalf of the Carlisle Health Group to implement a number of health related initiatives in the district.

Councillor Bloxham moved Councillor Stevenson seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council release resources totalling £34,700 which, whilst committed, were unspent in 2001/02 and which had been set aside to promote initiatives to address health improvement and tackle health in equalities in the district.


(j) Planning Services Division – Use of additional resources

Pursuant to Minute EX.221/02 consideration was given to a report from the Director of Environment and Development (EN.83/02) outlining a significant increase in the number of Planning Applications being received and making recommendations for the recruitment of additional Development Control Officers.  

Councillor Prest (G) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that: 

(1) Additional income of £61,700 from Planning Applications be used to fund two additional Development Control Officer posts at a full year cost of £56,000.

(2) That the current three year fixed appointment of the Assistant Planning Enforcement Officer be made permanent as from 1 April 2003 with a full year increase in the base budget of £23,000.


(k) Capital Outturn and Determinations for 2001/02
Pursuant to Minute EX.226/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2002/03 No 34) which set out a summary of the 2001/02 Capital Outturn.

Councillor Stevenson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED

(1) That the capital outturn for 2001/02 be noted.

(2) That the determinations for 2002/02 be agreed as follows:


General Fund 

£
Housing General Fund 

£
HRA 

£
TOTAL

£

Use of Credit Approvals 


Nil
295,000
671,000
966,000

Use of Usable Capital Receipts


152,496
32,006
661,260
845,762

Usable Capital Receipts Reserved to cover Credit Arrangements


Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Net Minimum Revenue Provision


Nil
97,000
453,894
550,894

Usable Capital Receipts used to Repay Debt


Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Expenditure to be Capitalised which is to be reimbursed or defrayed from money provided by some other person
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil


(l) Minor Changes to the Council’s Constitution
Pursuant to Minute EX.240/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.178/02) regarding changes to the Council’s Constitution to incorporate the provisions of new regulations which require longer periods of notice for meetings of the Council, Committees and the Executive.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that the amendments to the Constitution as set out in the Appendix to report TC.178/02 be noted and approved and the City Solicitor and Secretary be authorised to make the appropriate amendments accordingly.


(m) Review of Window Replacement Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.252/02 consideration was given to a report of the Director of Environment and Development (EN.91/02) regarding the review of Window Replacement Policy.  

Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that no change be made to the Council’s existing Window Replacement Policy.


(n) 10 Year Replacement Plan – Sands Centre Box Office Ticket


System

Pursuant to Minute EX.268/02 consideration was given to a report of the Director of Leisure and Community Development (LCD.26/02) seeking approval for the upgrade of the existing Sands Centre Box Office Ticket System.  Councillor Bloxham moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED 

(1) That the replacement of the Synchro System, Theatar, with the new Venuemaster be approved at a cost of up to £19,800 and funded by the release of £19,800 from the Repairs and Renewals Fund and the 10 Year Plan be amended to bring forward this expenditure to year 2002/03.

(2) That under Contract Standing Order 4(2)(b) the Director of Leisure and Community Development be authorised to accept one tender, that of Synchro Systems, for the supply and delivery of the Venuemaster Box Office Ticketing System.


(o) General Fund Category C Bids
Pursuant to Minutes EX.269/02 and EX.270/02 consideration was given to reports from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (TC.162/02) and the Director of Environment and Development (EN.95/02) seeking the release of funding in respect of General Fund Category C Bids.  

Councillor Geddes moved and Councillor Stevenson seconded the approval of the bids submitted on behalf of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive’s Department.  Councillor G Prest moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the approval of the bid submitted in respect of the Department of Environment and Development.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the following requests for carry forward be approved:


£460 in respect of the purchase of uniforms for telephonists.


£6,250 to provide office equipment and furniture for staff on the first floor of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive’s Department.


£10,600 to replace unsatisfactory workstations, provide improved storage facilities and generally improve working conditions in the Environment and Development Department.

(2) That no further action be taken on the request to carry forward £10,000 in respect of Town Twinning and £10,000 in respect of the provision of second telephone lines for Members.


(p) Members Telephone Arrangements
Pursuant to Minute EX.265/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2002/03 No 30) regarding options for Members telephone arrangements.

Councillor Fisher (L) moved, Councillor Stevenson seconded and it was AGREED that the Members Basic Allowance be increased to £3,800 (£100 increase over existing rates) and the reference in the Members Allowance Scheme to the level of Basic Allowance including a specific amount for telephone provision be deleted thereby enabling Members to choose their telephone facility with the cost being met by Members from their Basic Allowance.


(q) Capital Strategy and Asset Management Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.237/02 consideration was given to a joint report of the Director of Environment and Development and the City Treasurer on the Council’s Capital Strategy and Asset Management Plan.

Councillor Stevenson moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council’s Capital Strategy and Asset Management Plan as attached to report EN.86/02 Financial Memo 2002/03 No 33 which contained amendments following consideration of the Plan by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee be approved and adopted.

C.158/02
MEMBERS ALLOWANCES SCHEME 2002/03

The City Treasurer reported Financial Memo 2001/02 No 47 on proposals for the new scheme of Members Allowances to operate as from 1 April 2002.  He informed Members that the scheme included the amendments to the Members telephone arrangements as agreed earlier in the meeting.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Firth seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council’s scheme of Members Allowances as attached to Financial Memo 2001/02 No 47 be approved to operate as from 1 April 2002 subject to:


(i) noting that should the pay award for staff not be agreed as set out in the report then the Scheme will need to be revised to reflect the actual pay award agreed and


(ii) noting that the new Scheme contains the amendments to the Members telephone arrangements as agreed earlier in the meeting.

C.159/02
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Rule 15(1) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules the City Solicitor and Secretary reported (TC.179/02) on decisions taken by the Executive at their meeting on 2 September 2002 which had been taken as a matter of urgency and were not subject to call in.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.160/02
APPOINTMENT OF CONTRACTOR TO CARRY OUT POST


ASSESSMENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS IN 


RESPECT OF THE MILLENNIUM PROJECT

Pursuant to Minute EX.274/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.146/02) regarding the appointment of a contractor to carry out post assessment archaeological work in respect of the Millennium Gallery.

Councillor G Prest moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that:

(1) The City Council proceed with Package Two as set out in the proposals from Oxford contained in report TC.146/02 at a cost of £659,188.

(2) The City Council approve the increased commitment of £60,000 to bridge the funding gap between the current budget provision set aside by the Council for archaeological work and the cost of proceeding with the package selected by the Executive to be funded from the uncommitted balance on the Capital Project Fund.

(3) It being noted that the City Solicitor and Secretary has been authorised to enter into discussions with Oxford Archaeology and English Heritage over possible sources of external funding, with the aim of achieving the benefits of Package 1 as set out in the proposals for Oxford in the above report.  

After some discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Prest G as set out above be AGREED.
C.161/02
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the meeting.

C.162/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public and press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item of business, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraph number 7 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.

C.163/02
IMPLEMENTATION OF ENHANCED CASH RECEIPTING



INCOME MANAGEMENT HARDWARE/SOFTWARE



AND OPERATING SYSTEMS AND OTHER RELATED ISSUES

Pursuant to Minute EX.230/02 consideration was given to a report of the City Treasurer (Financial Memo 2002/03 No.35) on the results of the Cash Receipting/Income Management Tender Evaluation, together with an Implementation Timetable and Payment Related Issues.

Councillor Fisher L moved Councillor Stevenson seconded, and it was AGREED that :

(1)  The results of the Cash Receipting Income Management Tender 

Evaluation be noted, it being noted that the work had been awarded 

to Radius Plc as they had submitted the winning tender on price and quality.

(2)  It be noted that £40,000 had been provided for in the 2002/03 budget to be funded from the Renewals Fund to meet the costs associated with the implementation of a new Cash Receipting/Income Management system.

(3) That the Council approve the carry forward of £10,000 from the Capital Budget.

(4) That the Council release a further £20,895 from the Repairs and Renewal Fund to be repaid over a 4 year period of £5,225 per annum from  base budgets.

(5) That the System Implementation Programme Plan as set out in the above Financial Memo be noted.

(6) That the introduction of the additional 15th of the month direct debit payment date and the discontinuation of staff/member deductions from salary facility be noted.

(The meeting ended at 9.06 pm)
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