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Summary:-  

Hackney carriage and private hire vehicles are required to display a licence plate to show that they are licensed and to identify the vehicle by number.  As a result of new licensing software, these plates can now be produced from the data held on the computer which results in a more professional and personalised plate.

Recommendation:-

Members are invited to view the new specimen licence plates and comment as appropriate.

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager  

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:-  Nil

To the Chairman and Members of the Regulatory Panel on 1st June 2005

Background

1.1 All Hackney Carriage, Private Hire and Street Trading vehicles are licensed by this authority and are issued with an identification plate.  The plate states the licensing authority, the identification number and the number of passengers where appropriate.

1.2 Over the years the design of licence plates in Carlisle have changed, however they have always been obtained from an external source and have been produced on an aluminium plate (Appendix ‘A’)(Samples will be available for members to examine).

1.3 We are currently in the position, in the case of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles, where we have up to three designs of plate in current use.

1.4 One of the drawbacks of the current system is that the vehicle details are not displayed on the plate, therefore there is the potential for fraud by displaying a plate on an unlicensed vehicle.

Licensing Software

2.1 Prior to the commencement of the Licensing Act 2003, the Licensing Section purchased new computer software to deal with the influx of new applications.   This software included packages for other licensing applications, including Hackney, Private Hire and Street Trading.

2.2 We have now entered data on existing licences onto the system, and in the case of the three licences above, can produce licence plates from this data.  

New Licence Plates

3.1 The new licence plates will be produced in house and can be personalised for each individual vehicle.   They are made from a perspex plate which the vehicle details are laminated onto and have a lifespan of at least five years.

3.2 In addition to the authority and identification number details, the registered number, make and model of the vehicle will also be included.  This will help to prevent fraud by ensuring that the information on the plate matches the vehicle it is attached to.

3.3 Each plate has a hologram under the vehicle details, which would be damaged should the plate be tampered with.

3.2 Carlisle Access Officer, Mrs Margaret Easton, has been consulted on the plate design.  Her advice to assist persons who are visually impaired will be incorporated into the design.  This is particularly important in respect of colour, font, case and size of lettering.

3.3 A print of the new design is attached (Appendix ‘B’) (A sample from the plate supplier will be available for members to examine.

Financial Consideration

4.1 The cost of purchasing the computer software was included in the Licensing Act 2003 package.

4.2 Overall the cost of each individual perspex plate will be slightly cheaper than the current aluminium plates.

4.3 The plates will be replaced more frequently as they are personalised to an individual vehicle and therefore cannot be reused.

4.4 Over a period of time there will be slight additional expenditure, however in the charging review last year, fees were increased proportionately to cover this eventuality.  

4.5 All existing licence plates are subject to a refundable deposit of £25.  A small number of proprietors who have held their plates for many years either paid no deposit, or a lower amount.  With the issue of the new plates the standard fee of £25 will be payable by all proprietors.

Recommendation

Members are invited to view the new licence plates and comment as appropriate.

Prepared by J A Messenger

Licensing Manager





