
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 19 MARCH 2007


EX.066/07

TRANSFER OF CITY COUNCIL LAND FOR THE CARLISLE NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT ROUTE  (Key Decision)

(With the consent of the Chairman, and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item had been included on the Agenda as a key decision, although not in the Forward Plan)




Portfolio – Cross Cutting

Subject Matter - The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.26/07 updating Members on discussions with Cumbria County Council regarding the potential transfer of land to the County Council at less than market value in order to assist the funding of the Carlisle Northern Development Route (CNDR).  The report also included a report considered by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 27 July 2006, providing full details of the proposal and the circumstances in which the Council could dispose of land at less than market value.  That Committee had reiterated the need for a reciprocal arrangement and asked the Executive to enter into negotiations with the County Council with a view to securing an equality of exchange to further the City Council's Renaissance objectives.

Officers had carried out negotiations with the County Council.  The County Council did not feel able to confirm a "reciprocal" arrangement, but the Cumbria County Council Chief Executive had stated that "… the County Council is committed to the successful implementation of the Renaissance of Carlisle and will be pleased to enter into detailed discussions with the City Council at the appropriate time with a view to making available County Council owned land that is required for development.  Please be assured that where our property assets may be needed to secure this we will seek to be as supportive as possible and any future requests to the Cabinet and County Council will be presented and considered in a positive and constructive way."

The Director advised that the CNDR was close to final approval.  The City Council would not wish to place obstacles in the way of its development at a crucial time in the progress of the scheme.  Officers believed that discussions with the County Council had gone as far as they could and that a formal decision on a "reciprocal agreement" would not be reached at the present time.

The Environment and Infrastructure portfolio holder commented that the Council would be willing to transfer the land, but not until there was definite confirmation that the Carlisle Northern Development Route would be constructed.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1.  
That it be recommended to the full City Council that it accede to the County Council’s request and refer its intention to the Secretary of State, subject to any disposal being conditional on the City Council first being satisfied that the Carlisle Northern Development Route would proceed to be constructed and the land in question will be required to facilitate this construction.

2.  
That the Executive requests officers, subject to the decision of full City Council, to write to the Chief Executive of the County Council advising him of this intention and welcoming his assurance that the County Council will be as supportive as possible in the potential use of its assets in future to further the aspirations of Carlisle Renaissance.

Reasons for Decision - To assist the proceeding of the Carlisle Northern Development Route in partnership with Cumbria County Council.

2
1

