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Caldew Riverside

The appraisal of the City Council's application to the Northwest Development Agency for funding the remediation of the whole site is now complete. A decision is expected on 11th January. In the meantime tender documentation was issued on 18th December. Subject to the necessary approvals and consents the work will commence around 1 March. The contract for remediation works will be managed by the County Council, who are working with the City Council to put in place a plan for alternative car parking arrangements. 

 

Within the context of the University's review and revision of its business plan we are working-up a revised specification, cost and funding package for the first phase of development on Caldew Riverside. There are many issues for the University to resolve and it is imperative that there is absolute clarity about who is contributing what to the business planning process.

 

The City Council and Carlisle Renaissance are working with Stephen Bloy (Acting Head of Estates) and Karen Bassett (Enterprise Manager) in preparing the revised development plan. Roger Lancaster Associates are providing specialist support on the incorporation of theatre/arts centre facilities alongside core faculty space. Work is also ongoing in respect of the provision of sports science facilities as part of the development proposals for the Sands Centre

 

The revised plan will be presented to the Caldew Riverside Steering Group on 25th January and we expect this to go forward to the University Board meeting scheduled for 4th February. Peter McCaffery has confirmed that this meeting will also be addressing the Heads of Terms with the City Council to secure the site for onward development by the University. This may include phased occupation linked to phased development over a number of years.

Once there is University approval it will then come to the City Council for final approval. The target remains to open the first phase of the University on Caldew Riverside for the 2013/14 academic year.

 

There is a great deal of work required over a short period of time to resolve the current position but this remains our highest priority and we need to remain committed to getting it delivered over the coming weeks and months of uncertainty.  

Historic Quarter

There will be a presentation on the Old Town Hall visitor centre scheme at the next meeting of the Historic Quarter Steering Group on 25th January, the same day we are expecting a decision on funding for the Roman Gateway project from the Northwest Development Agency. Formal public consultation on the revised Castle Street improvement scheme is now underway prior to County Council Local Committee consideration on 26th January.

 

A delegation from The Cathedrals’ Fabric Commission for England (including its Chairman Frank Field MP) is to visit the Cathedral to discuss the Precinct Feasibility Study with the Chapter on 8th January. Initial work is expected to focus on improving access to the Precinct and plans for the re-use of the Fratry for conference/performance/educational activities.

 

Progress on plans for the Castle is very slow and there is a meeting with senior English Heritage officials on 25th January to ascertain how this can be accelerated. There are funds set aside to facilitate this work in the Carlisle Renaissance Action Plan and it will need to be determined whether this needs to be reallocated to other activities in the area if progress is not forthcoming in this financial year.

 

The County Council has agreed to act as project manager for a planned improvement scheme at Court Square, Citadel Station. Network Rail and Virgin Trains have agreed the basic elements of the scheme in principle and further details will be released after the next meeting of the project team on 11th February. A detailed funding application to the Northwest Development Agency will be submitted shortly afterwards. 

 

As part of the work on the City of Culture bid Carlisle Renaissance has been looking into the potential for improving access to and promotion of archives in Carlisle and Cumbria and a report into this, under the title 'Moving Lives' will be published in January. It is planned to host a workshop for stakeholders on its findings and recommendations in February.

 

By way of a pilot, Carlisle Renaissance is working with the owners of the Central Methodist Hall on a prospectus for the building as a means of promoting the potential for its re-use for a range of activities. You may be aware that it hosted the BITE arts festival in November (one of a number of cultural events we have supported in the process of preparing the City of Culture bid) which served to get people into the building (which has been vacant for several years) and raise the profile of its attributes. This approach may well be suitable in relation to other vacant/underutilised buildings in the area.

 

Work on the Interpretation Framework for the Historic Quarter is now underway and when completed this will inform asset development plans (Old Town Hall, Citadel, Roman Gateway etc.), physical interpretation (signage/public realm) and marketing of Carlisle's heritage tourism offer. Working with Carlisle Tourism Partnership and Kendal Arts International there will be two major events in 2010 that will serve to highlight this offer as part of the Lakes Alive (Cultural Olympiad) programme:-

 

-"Welcoming the Light" 13th March; to coincide with a Hadrian's Wall event to light the entire length of the wall, this will be an early evening torchlight procession from the Market Cross to Bitts Park, with street theatre and associated performances open to all. There will be a reception afterwards in Tullie House, with representatives from the Cultural Olympiad programme 

 

-"Theater Titanick' 24th/25th July; an outdoor theatre (750-1,000 sets) performance in the Castle parade square.

 

Carlisle Renaissance is providing some support to parties involved in bringing forward proposals to establish Rose Castle as a visitor attraction alongside its functions as the Bishop of Carlisle's residence. It is recognised that Carlisle's heritage tourism offer is not restricted to the Historic Quarter and this is a means of testing how Carlisle Renaissance might extend support to improve assets/activities beyond the City Centre.    

 

There is a lot going on when it comes to establishing Carlisle as a leading heritage city. There will be physical changes/improvements happening that people can point to in 2010, changes that match the work done in 2009 to raise the profile of our heritage offer. In the last few weeks Carlisle has been invited to join the Heritage Cities Network (York, Oxford, Canterbury etc.) that markets the UK's heritage tourism offer into overseas tourist markets. Carlisle is now getting on the map, and people’s expectations need to be delivered.
City Centre

Another element to the Lakes Alive programme for 2010 called "We Built This City" has been added to our events programme. This is a day long event to be held in the City Centre (Market Cross) on 1st June run by an Australian company that involves people building a city scape using thousands of cardboard boxes. A final Lakes Alive event is planned for Talkin Tarn (performers in the trees!) later in the summer. Full programme details will be available shortly.

M6 Corridor

A selection panel chaired by John Nixon has agreed to the appointment of a team led by DTZ to undertake the next stage of the M6 Corridor work (employment land forecasts and corridor masterplan). The team includes local company Walton Goodland.  The work is scheduled for completion at the end of March.

City of Culture

 

The Initial Bid was submitted on 11th December, one of only 14 in the UK and the only one in the whole of the northwest. It is now being appraised and any questions arising will be with us on 7th January, with bid clarification meetings scheduled for 14th January in Manchester. As yet there is no definitive date for the announcement of the shortlist, only 'early February.' Details of the assessment panel can be found at www.dcms.gov.uk which includes Professor John Ashton, Director of Public Health for Cumbria PCT.

 

The process of preparing the bid has served to accelerate work to support the development of Carlisle's cultural offer. Hard copies of the bid are now available and if you would like a copy please contact:

Sarah.James@CarlisleRenaissance.co.uk  

 

Annual Review

Carlisle Renaissance is in the process of completing its Annual Review for 2009. This will be discussed at the Resources Overview & Scrutiny Panel on 26th January. This is part of the bi-annual scrutiny of progress on the Carlisle Renaissance Action Plan. 

CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP

The Carlisle Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of individuals and partners who support the priority groups. 

General

The Partnership Executive will be working hard to have greater influence on all the Partnership’s priorities in the coming year.  In particular it will focus on:

· Health Inequalities

· Housing

· Rural Issues

· Community Engagement and Empowerment

· Commercial and Domestic effects of the recession

The partnership is continuing to implement its improvement plan. Key elements for the next year will be:

· Enhanced use of internet resources for communications

· Carlisle Partnership Branding

The Partnership will use every opportunity presented by our own and neighbours’ improvement and reorganisation plans to “join-up” and to enhance efficiency and effectiveness. 

As part of this activity the Cumbria Strategic Partnership is to be transformed to ensure that there is much greater cooperation between public services across the county. I will be joining with my opposite numbers from the other six Local Authorities, the Chair of the Lake District National Park, the Chair of the Police Authority, the Chair of NHS Cumbria and the Chair of Cumbria Association of Local Councils, on a “Cumbria Leadership Forum”. All our respective Chief Executives will form a complimentary Group. It is important that together we deliver the best possible public services to Cumbrians during the difficult times ahead. 

As part of this process Carlisle Partnership will be trying to further align our Community Plans into a coordinated document for 2010.

None of this will detract from the importance of the Carlisle Partnership which will (with the other 4 district LSPs) be the principle point of contact with our colleagues in the Commercial and Third sectors, once the Cumbria Strategic Partnership Executive Board is dissolved.  

The activities of the four Priority Groups continue to develop

Children & Young People

The Group is determined to ensure that all Carlisle’s Children, Young People and their families receive improved services and have access to the widest range of educational, training, employment and recreational opportunities. 

The Group continues to have the goal of facilitating the transition into service of the Carlisle Youth Zone. 

Whilst participating fully in the various initiatives originating in the Children’s Trust Carlisle Locality Planning Group the group remains committed to its own programme of activities now funded via the “TeenlifeCheck” grant from the Department of Health supporting activities devised and delivered by City Council officers at the Skate park and the Richard Rose Federation (in enhancements to their Personal Social Health Education programme).

Healthy Communities & Older People

I am delighted to inform the City Council that Carlisle is now a World Health Organisation “Healthy City”. The portfolio holder for Health will furnish details, but I want to underline that this is a long term, Carlisle Partnership initiative supported by all political parties. The City Council and our principle partner, NHS Cumbria, urge all our partners to put our aspiration to create a better living environment for all our residents especially those with compromised health expectations in our most deprived communities, at the heart of their plans and activities.  

The operational work of the Group in commissioning small scale, high impact and very local initiatives funded from the Communities for Health Grants continues. The Partnership will be able to continue to fund similar activities until 2010/11. The Group has reviewed its ways of working to more closely reflect the Carlisle Health Improvement Action Plan.

Economic Development & Enterprise

The Group has refined the Place, People and Connections aspects of the Economic Strategy into urgent priorities in each aspect. 

The Group will continue its consideration of the current economic climate and its impact of the prosperity of the City in the short and medium term with particular reference to employment effects on residents in deprived groups. 

The group has identified issues in the following areas:

· City Centre management and usage.

· Transport and Car Parking.

· ICT Infrastructure improvements.

· 14-19 diplomas.

· Developments at Carlisle College. 

Safer, Stronger Communities

The CDRP continues to enhance the safety and security of the City.  It is successfully bearing down on the priorities of Anti-Social Behaviour, Violent Crime (particularly Domestic Violence) and Criminal Damage (especially to vehicles). 

The Partnership Executive is looking forward to incorporating the information from the place survey (substantially “Perception” data) especially in relation to the National Indicators measuring the “Strength” of communities into its performance reporting. 

We are working towards a closer integration of the CDRP into the partnership by sharing more effectively the responsibility for the “Stronger” agenda.

Rural

The Partnership Rural Support Group is researching (with other Cumbrian organisations) the various methods of local engagement and participation in use throughout the county with a view to offering a selection of (successful) examples for adoption by parish and community groups.

Specific health promotions in rural locations will be supported by the HCOP group.

Cumbria Local Area Agreement (LAA) and Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA)

The Partnership has presented proposals to the Cumbria Strategic Partnership working group for the distribution of Reward Grant resulting from achievement of Local Area Agreement (LAA) targets.

COMMUNICATIONS

The 2010 Spring edition of Carlisle Focus is currently being prepared, this will be delivered to all households during the second week in March. We have a special feature on the Friends of Hammond’s Pond and the work and support they provide for this park, there will also be Spring gardening and bulb planting tips as well as a preview to the Breathing Places Events which take place in 2010. In this edition, we are focusing on how residents’ money is spent; providing a breakdown of the Council Tax and how that relates to our services. Community events will also be promoted such as the Spring Show and the Lakes Alive programme.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Carlisle Fireshow

Saturday 7th November 2009

Although close to being cancelled due to the inclement weather and poor ground conditions, the event went ahead and under perfect weather conditions on the night and was very well received.  Numbers were down slightly but an estimated 25,000 still attended.

Future events for your diaries are:
Spring Show 

Sunday 2nd and Monday 3rd May 2010

Upperby Gala

Monday 31st May 2010

Councillor M Mitchelson

Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder
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