

Carlisle Youth Radio Project

Carlisle City Council will be working with Cumbria Business Education Consortium (CBEC) to deliver a broadcasting project aimed at primary and secondary schools in the area in November.

“Youth Radio” is a project co-ordinated by CBEC and aided by experienced broadcasters in which schools in the Carlisle area have the opportunity to set up and run a radio station, broadcasting live to the local community (within an approximate 10 mile radius) for a duration of 24 hours on its own FM frequency.  The studio and radio mast will be hosted at Caldew School.  All participating schools will be allocated one hour slots within the broadcasting day following initial preparation work with some pupils participating in the live broadcast, some pupils helping with the research, interviews, photographing or videoing the event.

Schools taking part in the project include the following secondaries – Caldew, NCTC, St Aidan’s, William Howard and James Rennie; and the following primaries – Longtown, St Michael’s CE, Stanwix, Stonraise, Thursby and Yewdale.  Carlisle College will also be involved.

The event is taking place on 12 and 13 November but schools will be preparing for their broadcasts over the next five months.  There is a theme of enterprise running through the day and the schools will be working with local businesses as part of the project.

Carlisle Joint School Council

Pupils from secondary schools in the Carlisle area are coming together to form a Carlisle Joint School Council.  Each school has nominated pupils to take part in the Council which will debate issues of interest to young people.  Four meetings a year are planned for the Council and pupils have met to agree the agenda for the first meeting and how it will be managed.  Carlisle City Council will be involved by hosting the Council meetings in the Council Chamber and the first meeting is planned for 26 September.

Village Halls

A village hall workshop was held on 19 May at Houghton Village Hall.  26 delegates attended the event from 15 different village halls.  Officers from Carlisle City Council and Voluntary Action Cumbria attended the event to offer specialist advice and support.  

The event was very successful with 41% of attendees rating it as excellent with a further 59% rating it as good.  100% of those responding would like the event to be held on an annual basis and would be interested to attend in future. 

The village hall workshop and the feedback received suggested that this type of event should be something that the City Council organises on an annual basis as part of its support role to village hall committees.  An event specifically tailored to village halls identified needs, at a convenient time and location within the district, seem to have been very favourably received by those delegates attending the workshop at Houghton.  

New Business Support

As part of the Year 1 Renaissance Programme, the Cumbria Chamber of Commerce and Industry are delivering a programme of support to people who want to start a business. This includes a programme of short training courses, advice and motivational workshops. Over the year 14 training courses will take place across the district both in urban Carlisle and in Longtown and Brampton.

The Chamber are required to organise two motivational workshops. The first of these took place on Wednesday, 27 June.  Fred Story gave a presentation about how he set up his business and Geoff Ramm a marketing consultant talked about marketing for new businesses. The event was held at the Swallow Hilltop Hotel. 120 people attended and it is hoped that many will take up the opportunity of the support programme.

Young Enterprise

On Tuesday, 26 June the City Council supported the first ever Young Enterprise Masterclass to take place in the City.  

The event involved students aged 14 - 19 from Trinity School and 9 Young Enterprise students visiting from Sweden working together on a project around the setting up of an airline. The students worked in mixed teams. The teams had to set up an imaginary airline, design logo's, develop  a brand and marketing plan. Teams were given a budget 

At the end of the day, each team had to give a business presentation for which they were judged. To step up the competition, two teams of teachers from Trinity and Sweden also took part.
Carlisle Conference Group

Highlights

In May, Carlisle was the destination for the Northern Tissue Viability Professional Forum – a two day residential medical conference.

In June, CCG worked with Marshall Arts Ltd (promoters for Elton John concert) and secured overnight accommodation for the supporting crew.

Recent Initiatives / Successes

May saw the launch of the new look CCG Website. The site was put together by the City Council Web Development Officer. The website is now much more accessible, offers printer friendly pages, a text only option and highlights our Affiliate membership of the British Association of Conference Destinations.

In the middle of May there was a familiarisation visit for the Location Manager of ‘Young Victoria’ a feature film currently in production at Shepperton Studios.  It is very early days as to whether Carlisle will be used for any of the scenes / backdrops.

Staying with the film theme and working with Northwest Vision, the Conference Officer escorted the Cumbria Film Liaison Officer (Alan Saywell), two Producers and a Director around possible sites / venues / locations for a Bollywood film. The majority of the filming will take place in the Lake District, however Carlisle is likely to benefit from 2 / 3 days filming. (Probable locations include the Citadel station, The Lanes Shopping Centre and Carlisle Racecourse).

The services of CCG were used for yet another TV assignment in early June. This time it was for an advertisement, made by Nice Shirt Films. The advert was filmed around Cumbria showing off the diverse landscape, (Coast, Lakes and its City). Filming in Carlisle concentrated around Bitts Park & Trinity School. The crew of around 23 stayed in Carlisle for 2 nights.

In June, CCG took a ¼ page full colour advertisement in a new publication called ‘Hospitality and Events North’.  Our Location advert was used.  This was seen as an opportunity to gain exposure to a large section of our target audience. 

In Mid-May, the CCG Desk serviced an enquiry received via our website. The enquiry / booking was all co-ordinated via telephone / email with the clients’ offices in Lausanne, Switzerland. The final invoice received from the venue used showed that the event for 26 delegates staying for two nights was worth over £10,000.  Quote from client: “...thank you for the extremely speedy service your organisation provided us. In my experience so far in Europe, which has been seven years, I cannot recall ever having had a three hour turn around time for any kind of service….” 

Following a meeting with Virgin Trains where CCG discussed what it had been doing over the previous 12 months and laying out its plans for the coming 12 Months, Virgin Trains confirmed their travel sponsorship of CCG for conference / event business.
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