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Tullie House

Once Upon a Time Exhibition 

‘Once Upon a Time’ exhibition, opening at Tullie House this September, has been awarded £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The money will contribute to the design and installation of the exciting exhibition, and to the events programme that will accompany it.  Once Upon a Time is a hands-on, child friendly exhibition designed for families and schools to encourage interaction between adults and children. 

‘Once Upon a Time’ will be held within the Art Gallery at Tullie House from 14 September until 11 November 2007.

‘Carlisle Life’ gallery

This project is funded through the DCMS/Wolfson Fund for 2006/7 (a grant of £66,000), with additional contributions from the City Council and Friends of Tullie House.  This will transform the existing Social History Gallery at Tullie House, creating a more lively and flexible display space, focussing on lives of the people of Carlisle in recent times.  Designers have been appointed and the gallery fit-out will commence in mid January 2008, completing by early March 2008.

Grant award from DCMS/Wolfson Museums & Galleries Improvement Fund 2007/8

This award is being announced by DCMS on 29 August.  Tullie House is being granted £8,300 for a new display feature on the internationally important Andrea Amati violin (1566). This will enable a high quality/high security presentation, in Old Tullie House. This will be complete with audio-guide facilities, including recorded sound and English and foreign-language commentaries. 

Brampton Live 2007
Despite the rain and - more problematically - the already wet ground turning readily to mud, this year's festival was the biggest and most successful yet. Advance ticket sales in April and May were over 40% up on previous years, and on the basis of this we increased capacity by ordering bigger marquees to host the two main stages of the event, giving us 12,500 tickets across the whole weekend as opposed to the 10,000 available in the previous three years. Almost all were sold, generating well over £100,000 (net) at the box office. 

Artistically there were many highlights, but special mention should be made of the State of the Union concert at which a new piece of music received its world premiere. Commissioned to mark the 300th anniversary of the Act of Union between England and Scotland, the piece was composed jointly by two leading folk musicians, the harpist Corinna Hewat (Scotland) and Northumbrian piper/fiddler Kathryn Tickell (England), and performed by a ten-piece Anglo-Scottish ensemble. It was an utterly unique and memorable event, which we have managed to record and hope to make available shortly.

Finally, special tribute should be paid to the 80+ voluntary stewards and stage crew whose efforts to keep the festival going in difficult conditions (that we'd never experienced before) were immense. We were also critically reliant on William Howard school site staff and various local contractors whose willingness to put in extra time ensured that stranded vehicles were pulled out of mires, temporary roads were created out of shredded bark and sharp sand, and an emergency exit was created out of one of our camping fields. 
Summer Holiday Fun 
There are several holiday workshops on over the summer holidays.  These include the ever-popular animal handling sessions, magic and balloon modelling and Graffiti art.  The drop in sessions are going out into the community with ‘Romans on your Doorstep’. This is an opportunity to discover what the Romans on Hadrian’s Wall made for souvenirs. Meet a Roman soldier and find out what was special about the Roman ‘Pan’ souvenir that was the centrepiece of a recent exhibition at Tullie House. 

All sessions 1pm – 4pm 

Lunchtime Talks 

The lunchtime talks continue to be successful, with audiences of over 70 attending. 

7 August  

Dante Gabriel Rossetti                   

Here’s a Pre – Raphaelite celebrity who buried his erotic poems with his wife and then dug them up again, whilst cultivating an obsession with wombats. Our fine art keeper Melanie Gardner reveals all. 

14 August

The Solway Peatlands

It’s ‘Festival of the Solway mosses week’ – join the RSPB’s Norman Holton for a bogtastic excursion into this unique local landscape without getting your feet wet. 

21 August 

Thirty Years of Archaeology in Carlisle 

It takes a long time to dig stuff up with a spatula and a teaspoon.  Resident archaeologist Tim Padley gets his nose in the dirt and shares the findings. 

Current Exhibitions

Comfort Zones 

 7 July – 2 September
Comfort Zones is a major exhibition of international contemporary art that explores the environment and the idea that we call ‘home’, and the contrasts between the normal and the surreal which are often embedded in it. 

Quilter’s Kaleidoscope
14 July – 16 September 

Quilter’s Kaleidoscope is the first exhibition at Tullie House by quilters from the area who meet at Quiltessentials in Great Orton. The work on display demonstrates the wealth of talent in the area and included recent examples of patchwork, quilting and applique in the form of beautifully made full size quilts and smaller wall hangings, cushions, table runners and boxes. 

Community Engagement

Officers from the Community Support team have been working with the Parochial Church Council of Holy Trinity Church in Trinity ward, to help them develop a new constitution which will enable them to open up use of the Church Hall to a wider community, particularly with a view to providing additional services for children, young people and the elderly.

A number of new informal, but accredited, training courses have been arranged to start in September with recruitment now closed for a second Teaching Assistant's course, in association with the WEA, to be held at Morton Community Centre, Health and Safety for Community Centre Volunteers to be held in Harraby and Money Management courses, in association with the Credit Union and WEA, to be held in Petteril Bank, Harraby, Greystone and Currock.

Greystone Community Centre was unsuccessful in its bid to the Lottery for additional funding for the proposed new extension. Plans will now go ahead for the alternative proposal to erect a modular building, which can be accommodated within the budget allocated by the City Council and the grant from the County Council.

This year's summer holiday playscheme programme was again hugely popular, with over 2,100 recorded attendances at the sessions in 21 rural venues.

The National Playday event, held in the City Centre for the first time this year, built on the success of previous years when it was held in Bitts Park.

The Play Development Manager's post has now been filled, the new postholder being Jane Smith who is returning to the job 8 years after having previously left it to work for the County Council.

This year's Annual Town Twinning Youth Exchange took place during the first two weeks in August and 48 young people representing the three twin cities enjoyed a varied a programme of activities and experiences.

The Exchange coincided for the first time, with the Civic Delegation Exchange and the young people were able to spend a morning with the delegation discussing their experiences and did an entertaining and informative presentation highlighting some of the things they had learned during their time in the City.
Sport and Recreation

Summer Go4it

This year’s summer programme has, once again, been a huge success.  Organised activities incorporating both traditional and non-traditional sports and physical activity disciplines have covered both the urban and rural communities of Carlisle district.  The Sport and Recreation Team has worked alongside numerous partners both internal and external which has made available opportunities for all children and young people to access.

Key facts

· 61 activity sessions for 8 – 17 year olds organised.

· 1113 children and young people from urban and rural areas attended the Go4it programme.

Community Activity Days

The Sport and Recreation Team have, alongside the Community Support Section and local Community Centres, assisted in planning and delivering two activity days in Belah and Harraby.  In total 150 children attended these events.  Community Centres who were involved included Harraby, Belah, Greystone, Denton Holme, Petteril Bank and Botcherby.

Sport Cage/Inclusion Programme

Activities have been organised throughout the summer programme on the MUGA sites in Petteril Bank, Botcherby and Upperby.  The programme, through our Inclusion programme, has been delivered in Morton, Raffles, Yewdale and Brampton.  In total 208 attendances were recorded. 
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