
 
 
 

 

CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL 
Report to:- 

 

THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE REGULATORY 
PANEL 

  

Date of Meeting:- 
 

5th August 2009 
 

Agenda Item No:-   

Public Operational Delegated Yes 
 

 

 
Accompanying Comments and Statements Required Included 
Cumbria Fire Service  No No 

Cumbria Constabulary  No No 
Environmental Services  No No 
   

Title:- 
 
PAUL RHODES – HACKNEY CARRIAGE DRIVER – 
MOTORING CONVICTIONS 

Report of:- DIRECTOR OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES 
 

Report reference:- LDS  56a/09 
 

Summary:-   
 
Paul Rhodes is a licensed Hackney Carriage Driver with this Council. He has informed the 
Council that he has been caught speeding in his taxi on two occasions in the last three 
months.   
 
This issue was adjourned from 1st July 2009 as Mr Rhodes did not receive the report. 
 
Recommendation:-  
To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and any 
response from Mr Rhodes, in accordance with Section 61 (1) (b) of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 
 
J A Messenger 
Licensing Manager 
 
 
 
Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been 
prepared in part from the following papers:-  Conviction Disclosure, DVLA Driving Licence,  
 



 
 
 

 

To the Chairman & Members of the Regulatory Panel on 5th August 2009 
 
 
NAME Paul Rhodes 
 
ADDRESS Gilsland Road, Carlisle 
 
AGE 45 
 
 
LICENSING HISTORY 
 
Mr Rhodes has held a Private Hire drivers licence at various times between 1985 and 
1999.  More recently he was granted a Hackney Carriage drivers licence with effect from 
26th April 2007 and continues to hold this licence. 
 
He has the following relevant convictions. 
 
02/12/02 Resist or Obstruct a Police Constable  Police Caution 
28/01/03 Speeding      Fixed Penalty & 3pts 
23/01/07 Common Assault     Police Caution 
13/11/07 Common Assault     Fined £200, £50  
         compensation & £35 costs 
13/11/07 Speeding      Fined £100 & 3pts 
10/12/07 Using Mobile Phone Whilst Driving  Fixed Penalty & 3 pts 
13/09/08 Speeding      Fined £60 and 3 pts 
03/03/09 Speeding      Speed awareness course 
16/06/09 Speeding      Fined £295 and 5 pts 
 
On 23rd January 2008 Mr Rhodes appeared before the Regulatory Panel as a result of the 
three offences in November and December 2007.  The panel resolved to issue Mr Rhodes 
with a letter of warning enforcing the seriousness of the matter (Appendix 1).                     
 
On 13th September 2008 Mr Rhodes was convicted of travelling in his taxi at 45 mph in a 
30 mph limit.  He was not carrying passengers at this time.  He was fined £60 and 
received 3 points.  The licensing office issued him with a warning letter (Appendix 2). 
 
LATEST CONVICTIONS 
 
On 16th June 2009 Mr Rhodes reported to the licensing office that he had been convicted 
of speeding that day by Carlisle Magistrates Court.  The circumstances were that he was 
travelling at 47mph in a 30 mph zone in his taxi with three passengers.  The offence took 
place on 10th April 2009 but the court case was not heard until 16th June. 
 
Mr Rhodes also informed the licensing office that he had been stopped for speeding at 
Durranhill on 3rd March 2009, but had accepted the offer of attending a speed awareness 
course in lieu of a conviction.  He was in his taxi at this time but was not carrying any 
passengers (Appendix 3). 
 
An up to date copy of Mr Rhodes’ driving licence is not available at this time but hopefully 
will be produced prior to the Regulatory Panel meeting. 



 
 
 

 

LEGISLATION 
 
Section 61 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, states that  
a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage  Drivers Licence on a 
number of grounds. 
   
Section 61 (1) (b) gives the grounds of “any other reasonable cause” (Appendix 4) 
   
 
OPTIONS 
 
It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations from Mr 
Rhodes, members reach a decision in line with the options available. 
 
1 To take no further action. 
2 To issue him with a letter of warning 
3 To suspend his Hackney Carriage drivers licence for a period of time. 
4 To revoke his Hackney Carriage  drivers licence 
5 As well as or instead of the above, to require him to sit and pass a Driving 

Standards Agency Taxi Driving Test 
 
 
 
Prepared by  
J A Messenger 
Licensing Manager 
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